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I. Introduction

The notes which follow have come from various unknown sources in the past.  Information that has been added recently is credited to the source.  The following will be used to indicate the source:



QVLAB = Quick Verse Life Application Bible CDRom used by permission.

Additional commentary was added 10-03 from “The Bible Knowledge Commentary” from the Quick Verse CDRom used by permission.  The source will be indicated by the letters BKC following each entry.

On 5-5-07 A couple of paragraphs of new material were added to the opening remarks of Ezekiel 38, and one sentence was changed in the commentary for Ezekiel 39:11-16.  Both changes are done is this color of ink for ease of location.  
Sample exams are included at the end of the material as of 5-10-2010.

In April of 2012 the sample tests were removed and incorporated into the sample 
test file for all subjects.  No changes were made to the actual material.
I.  Introduction
      A.  General Information

            1.   Latter Prophets: Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel and the 12 minor prophets.

             2.  Period of Prophets  850 BC - 400 BC.  Prophets not only speak of judgment 
                  but also bring hope.

             3.  444 scriptures in Old Testament speak of Christ.

             4.  In Old Testament there are 20 times as many references to Christ's Second Coming as to His First Coming

         B.  What they saw - Pre-exilic Prophets

             1.  Jonah 850 BC -  Nothing

             2.  Joel 800 BC  -   Holy Spirit coming 2:28-32

                                    
    Second Coming 3:17

                                           1000 Year Reign 2:21-27; 3:12-21

             3.  Hosea 750 BC  -  Jews return 3:45

             4.  Amos 750 BC   -  1000 year reign 9:13-15

                                              Jews gathered 9:11

             5.  Micah 700 BC   -  1000 year reign 4:1-7

                                   
       Birth of Christ 5:2

             6.  Isaiah 740 BC  -  Birth of Christ 9:6-7; 6:1; 7:18

                                   
The Cross 50:1; 55:1-12

                                   
Jews return 11:11-16; 60:8-16

                                   
Tribulation 14:4-20, 2:19-21;  28:20-21; 11:45; 65:1-6

                                   
1000 yrs 35:1-10; 11:4-10; 2:2-4

                                    
New Heaven  65:7; 66:22, 6:18-22

             7.  Nahum 650 BC   -  Nothing

             8.  Zephaniah 650 BC   Second Coming 3:8

             9.  Habakkuk  600 BC   1000 year 2:14

             10. Jeremiah  626 BC   Birth of Christ 31:15

                                        Return of Jews 3:18, 16:14-15, 23:3-8, 31:8

                                 
          1000 years 13:27-39, 33:12-26

      C.  THE EXILIC PROPHETS
             1.  Daniel 606 BC      The Cross 9:24-27

                                    
       Times of Gentiles 2:31-45

                                               Tribulation 12:1

                                               Second Coming 7:9-14

2.  Ezekiel 592 BC    Return of Jews 20:40-44, 
                                 34:11-28, 36:24-32, 37:1-28

                                    
      Tribulation 28:11-19  

                                              Second Coming 39:1-29

                                             1000 years 36:33-38, 40:1-4, 40:8-35

3.  Obadiah 580 BC  Spoke of battle between flesh and spirit (Jacob and Esau)  
                Flesh not inherit kingdom

      D.  THE POST EXILIC PROPHETS

             1.  Zechariah 520 BC    The Cross 9:9, 11:12-13, 13:7;  Tribulation 11:15-17

                                                  Second Coming 1:3, 12:9-14, 14:4-11

                                                  1000 years 8:3-4, 14:16-21

             2.  Haggai  520 BC      1000 years 2:6-9

             3.  Malachi 450 BC   Second Coming 3:1-3, 4:1-6

                                                 1st Coming 3:3  Messenger


II.   Outlines – Following information was taken from the Quick Verse Life Application Bible CD.

ISAIAH

740-700 BC

	A. Words of Judgment (1:1–39:8)

1. The sins of Israel and Judah

2. Judgment against heathen nations

3. God’s purpose in judgment

4. Jerusalem’s true and false hopes

5. Events during the reign of Hezekiah
	The 39 chapters in the first half of Isaiah generally carry the message of judgment for sin. Isaiah brings the message of judgment to Judah, Israel, and the surrounding pagan nations. The people of Judah had a form of godliness, but in their hearts they were corrupt. Isaiah’s warnings were intended to purify the people by helping them understand God’s true nature and message. However, they ignored the repeated warnings that Isaiah brought. We need to heed the prophetic voice and not repeat their error.

	B. Words of Comfort (40:1–66:24)

1. Israel’s release from captivity

2. The future Redeemer

3. The future kingdom
	The 27 chapters in the second half of Isaiah generally bring a message of forgiveness, comfort, and hope. This message of hope looks forward to the coming of the Messiah. Isaiah speaks more about the Messiah than does any other Old Testament prophet. He describes the Messiah as both a suffering Servant and a sovereign Lord. The fact that the Messiah was to be both a suffering Servant and a sovereign Lord could not be understood clearly until New Testament times. Based on what Jesus Christ has done, God freely offers forgiveness to all who turn to him in faith. This is God’s message of comfort to us because those who heed it find eternal peace and fellowship with him.


JEREMIAH

626-584 BC

	             

A. God’s Judgment on Judah (1:1–45:5)

1. The call of Jeremiah

2. Jeremiah condemns Judah for its sins

3. Jeremiah prophesies destruction

4. Jeremiah accuses Judah’s leaders

5. Restoration is promised

6. God’s promised judgment arrives
	Jeremiah confronts many people with their sins: kings, false prophets, those at the temples, and those at the gates. A lack of response made Jeremiah wonder if he was doing any good at all. He often felt discouraged and sometimes bitter. To bring such gloomy messages to these people was a hard task. We, too, have a responsibility to bring this news to a fallen world: Those who continue in their sinful ways are eternally doomed. Although we may feel discouraged at the lack of response, we must press on to tell others about the consequences of sin and the hope that God offers. Those who tell people only what they want to hear are being unfaithful to God’s message.

	B. God’s Judgment on the Nations (46:1–52:34)

1. Prophecies about foreign nations

2. The fall of Jerusalem
	Jeremiah lived to see many of his prophecies come true—most notably the fall of Jerusalem. The fulfillment of this and other prophecies against the foreign nations came as a result of sin. Those who refuse to confess their sin bring judgment upon themselves.


EZEKIEL

592-571 BC

	A. Messages of Doom (1:1–24:27)

1. Ezekiel’s call and commission

2. Visions of sin and judgment

3. Punishment is certain
	While Jeremiah was prophesying in Jerusalem that the city would soon fall to the Babylonians, Ezekiel was giving the same message to the captives who were already in Babylon. Like those in Jerusalem, the captives stubbornly believed that Jerusalem would not fall and that they would soon return to their land. Ezekiel warned them that punishment was certain because of their sins and that God was purifying his people. God will always punish sin, whether we believe it or not.

	B. Messages Against Foreign Nations (25:1–32:32)
	Ezekiel condemns the sinful actions of seven nations. The people in these nations were saying that God was obviously too weak to defend his people and the city of Jerusalem. But God was allowing his people to be defeated in order to punish them for their sins. These pagan nations, however, would face a similar fate, and then they would know that God is all-powerful. Those who dare to mock God today will also face a terrible fate.

	C. Messages of Hope (33:1–48:35)

1. Restoring the people of God

2. Restoring the worship of God
	After the fall of Jerusalem, Ezekiel delivered messages of future restoration and hope for the people. God is holy, but Jerusalem and the Temple had become defiled. The nation had to be cleansed through 70 years of captivity. Ezekiel gives a vivid picture of the unchangeable holiness of God. We, too, must gain a vision of the glory of God, a fresh sense of his greatness, as we face the struggles of daily life.


                    ISAIAH

III.  General information on book of Isaiah

         A.  Divisions of Isaiah

1.  Part 1 - is a ministry to the conscience of Israel and Judah suffering under God's hand in government with the Messiah's coming as the goal of blessing before them.  Chapters 1-35 is an orderly connected series of messages and burdens, evidently uttered by Isaiah before the illness of Hezekiah.

2.  Part 2 - Is historical, though of a prophetic nature showing how for Judah, all blessing is bound up with a "Son of David" who goes down to death but is raised by Omnipotent power.  Chapters 36-39 is almost identical with II Kings 18:13 to 20:19 and II  Chron 32.

3.  Part 3 - concludes the prophecy, chapters 40-66. It sets forth the failure of the first man and the bringing in of the second.  Israel as the servant of God is set aside as unfaithful that the true servant could be manifest.     

         B.  Isaiah called "The Book Of Salvation"
             

1.  My salvation 12:2

             

2.  Thy salvation 17:10

             

3.  Our salvation 33:2

             

4.  Strength of salvation 33:6

             

5.  Wells of salvation  12:3

             

6.  Rejoice in salvation 25:9

             

7.  Walls of salvation 60:18

             

8.  Everlasting salvation 45:17 and 51:6-8

             

9.  Day of salvation 49:8

             

10. Bring forth salvation 45:8

             

11. Arms of salvation 51:5 59:16 63:5

             

12. Helmet of salvation 59:17

             

13. Light of salvation 62:1

             

14. Garments of salvation 61:10

             

15. Publisheth salvation 52:7

             

16. The word Isaiah means "Jehovah is salvation"

         C.  It's usage in the New Testament
             

1.  Both Christ and the Apostles quoted from Isaiah.  

2.  There are only seven books in the New Testament that do not have quotes from Isaiah.

             

3.  Isaiah is quoted more in the NT than any other book.

D.  Isaiah was contemporary with Hosea, Amos, and Micah. 

(They lived at the same time.)

IV.   The Man Isaiah
         A.  Name - Yesha-Yahu = Jehovah is salvation or salvation of Jehovah.

         B.  Family -

             

1.  He was the son of Amoz - an ordinary man.

2.  Isaiah was married and his wife was known as a prophetess 8:3 which could be her position as the wife of a prophet or perhaps she was used of God in prophecy.

         C.  Position - A man of wealth, rank, learning, according to Jewish tradition.

         D.  Ministry -  It is likely that he began his propethic  ministry at the near end of Uzziah's long reign.  Isaiah 6:1.  Most believe his ministry to extend 48-70 years.

         E.  Death - It is believed that he is the man who was "sawn asunder" in Hebrews 11:37.  It would have been during the reign of Manasseh whom Isaiah resisted.

         F.  Scripture Text - which surround the life and ministry of Isaiah are II Chron 26-32 and II Kings 15 - 20:21.

V.    Historical Background

         A.  Isaiah grew up as part of the Kingdom of Judah during the period of the divided kingdoms of Israel and Judah.

         B.  The reason for the division
             

1.  There were many times when division among the tribes was felt.

2.  The primary circumstance, which brought about the division was Solomon's lack of spiritual allegiance to God.

a.  The marrying of foreign women for political alliance brought many outside religious practices  into Jerusalem.

b.  As Solomon grew older he exercised less and less strength in the false religious rituals desired by his wives.  He allowed them to worship false gods.

3.  For Solomon's sin his kingdom was to be taken from him and given to his servant Jeroboam, but part of the kingdom would remain in the family mostly to keep God's promise to David (II Samuel 7:14-16) and because God said He would forever reveal His name in Jerusalem (I Kings 9:3).

              
(Scripture text showing God given duties of a King Deut 17:16-20.  Then Dake's Bible I Kings 10:24 - 11:8 Failure.  Then judgment 11:11-135 11:30-40).

C.  Israel's and Judah's Apostasy

1.  The southern kingdom of Judah was temporarily involved in idol worship, but not ever to the extent of the northern Kingdom of Israel.

2.  From the separation under Jeroboam the God-chosen sanctuary at Jerusalem and the priesthood were discarded by the Northern Kingdom.  True worship of Jehovah was discarded and idolatry was introduced until under Ahab the worship of Baal became the religion of the State.

         D.  The kings of Judah and Israel  -  Please note the dates given here are approximate as many scholars differ in their opinions.  However, the most reliable are generally within 5 years of each other.

               Judah                             



Israel

      1.  Rehoboam             926-910 BC     

1.  Jeroboam I 
926-907 BC 

      2.  Abijam               
910-908        

2.  Nadab      
907-906 

      3.  Asa                  
908-872        

3.  Baasha     
906-883

      4.  Jehoshaphat          872-852        

4.  Elah       

883-882

      5.  Jehoram or Jonam 852-845       

5.  Zimri      

882

      6.  Ahaziah              
845-844        

6.  Tibni and Omri 882-871

      7.  Athaliah (Queen)  845-839               

7.  Omri      

      8.  Joash or Jehoash   839-800        

8.  Ahab        
871-852

      9.  Amaziah               800-785        

9.  Ahaziah     
852-851

      10. Uzziah or Azariah 785-747        

10. Jehoram     
851-845

      11. Jotham (Regent & 758-743        

11. Jehu        
845-818

                     King)

      12. Ahaz                    742-725        

12. Jehozhaz    
818-802

      13. Hezekiah              725-697        

13. Joash       
802-787

      14. Manasseh             696-642        

14. Jeroboam II 
787-747

      15. Amon                   641-640        

15. Zechariah   
747-746

      16. Josiah                   639-609        

16. Shallum     
747-746

      17. Jehoahaz              609            


17. Manahem     
746-737

      18. Jehoiakim             608-598        

18. Pekahiah    
736-735

      19. Jehoiachin             598            


19. Pekah       
734-733

      20. Zedekiah               598-587        

20. Hoshea      
732-724

      Fall of Jerusalem         587 BC         

Fall of Samaria 
721 BC

         F.  General State of the Kingdoms  from (Edersheim's Bible History)

             
That the sin of Israel was much deeper, and their apostasy from God much sooner and more fully developed than in the case of Judah, appears from the circumstance, that the Divine judgment in the banishment of the people from their land overtook Israel 123 years earlier than Judah.  Yet at first sight it seems almost strange that such should have been the case.  Altogether, the period of the separate existence of the two kingdoms (to the deportation of the ten tribes under Shalmaneser, about 722 BC), extended over 253 years.  During that time, thirteen monarchs reigned over Judah, and twenty over Israel.  Of all the kings of Israel it is uniformly said that they "walked in the ways of Jeroboam, the son of Nebat," except of Ahab and his two sons (Ahaziah and Joram), under whose reigns the worship of Baal became the established religion of the country.  It follows, that there was not a single king in Israel who really served the Lord or worshipped in His Temple.  On the other hand, there were at least five kings in Judah distinguished for their piety (Asa, Jehoshaphat, Uzziah, Jotham, and Hezekiah), while of the other eight, two (Joash and Amaziah) continued for a considerable, and a third (Rehoboam) for a short period their profession of the religion of their fathers.  Four of the other five kings acquired, indeed, a terrible notoriety for daring blasphemy.  Abijam, the son and successor of Rehoboam, adopted all the practices of his father during the last fourteen years of that monarch's reign.  During the reign of Joram the worship of Baal was introduced into Judah; and we know with what terrible consistency it was continued under  Ahaziah and Athaliah,  the measure of iniquity being filled by  Ahaz, who ascended the throne twenty years before the  deportation of the ten tribes, when the doors of the sanctuary were actually closed and an idol-altar set up in the temple court.  But, despite all this, idolatry never struck its roots deeply among the people, and this for three  reasons.  There was first, the continued influence for good  of the temple Jerusalem; and in this we see at least one providential reason for the existence of a central sanctuary, and for the stringency of the Law which confined all worship to its courts.

             
Secondly, the idolatrous kings of Judah were always succeeded by monarchs distinguished for piety, who swept away the rites of their predecessors; while, lastly and most remarkably, the reign of the idolatrous kings was uniformly brief as compared with that of the God-fearing rulers.  Thus, on a review of the whole period, we find that, of the 253 years between the accession of Rehoboam and the deportation of the ten tribes, 200 passed under the rule of monarchs who maintained the  religion of Jehovah, while only during 53 years His worship was more or less discarded by the kings of Judah. (1)

          
We arrive at this result by the following computation:  Years  of public idolatry; under Rehoboam, 14; under Abijah, 3; under Joram, 6; under Ahaziah, 1; under Athaliah, 6; under Ahaz, 16; or in all 46 years, to which we add 7; for the later idolatrous reigns of Joash and Amaziah.  (See Keil Biblical Commentary, Vol. III, pg. 137, 138)

VI.   The Kings Contemporary with Isaiah, Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, Hezekiah (II Kings 15-20; II Chron. 26-32).

         Unger's Bible Dictionary

         A.  Uzziah = (Jehovah is strength)
             

1.  Used two names - 10th king of Judah

                 


a.  Uzziah (Jehovah is strength)

                 


b.  Azariah (Jehovah helps)

                     

(Reason for change is not known for sure)



2.  He became king at age 16 by the choice of the people after the 


murder of his father by conspirators.  Father - Amaziah. 



 (II Kings 14:21)

             


3.  He strengthened the walls of Jerusalem and was a 


very successful warrior.

4.  He remained true to Jehovah and was greatly  influenced by Zechariah (a different prophet than the Zechariah of the Bible).

             


5.  A great earthquake occurred during his reign (See Amos 


1:1 with Zech. 14:5).

6.  His end was not as good as his beginning as he 
desired to burn incense on the altar of God but was opposed by the high priest Azariah and 80 others  (Ex. 30:7-8; Numbers 16:40; 18:7)  He became enraged and pressed forward and God smote him with leprosy.  (II Kings 26:16).

                 

Unger's Bible Dictionary

         B.  Jotham (Jehovah is upright) 11th king of Judah.
             

1.  Son of Uzziah by Jerusha

             

2.  He conducted the Government for his father after 


his father was smitten with leprosy until his father died.

             

3.  When his father died he ascended to the throne at 


about age 25 (II Kings 15:5; 32,22)  (II Chron. 27:1)

             

4.  He reigned in the spirit and power of his father but 


was unable to correct the corrupt practices of  the people.

             

5.  He continued to fortify the city of Jerusalem.

             

6.  He built cities in the mountains of Judah and 


castles and towers in the forest.

             

7.  He was successful in war against the Ammonites who 


paid tribute to him.  (II Chron. 26:8; 27;2-5)

8.  His reign was about 16 years altogether.  He died and was buried in the sepulcher of kings (II Kings 15:38; II Chron. 27:8,9)

         C.  Ahaz (possessor) - 12th king of Judah
             

1.  He was the son and successor of Jotham

             

2.  He reigned about 16 years

             

3.  When he took the throne, Pekah (King of Israel) and 


Rezin (king of Syria) were in league against Judah.

4.  They proceeded to siege Jerusalem; Isaiah announced 
to Ahaz the defeat of the enemy and they were defeated but did inflict great damage:

                 
a.  Rezin captured some cities, slew the king's
son, the Governor of his house, and his Prime Minister.

                 
b.  Pekah killed 120,000 men and took captive 
200,000 people who were returned under the efforts of the prophet Oded (II Chron. 28:3-15)

5.  Ahaz sought help from Assyrian king Tiglath-pileser who invaded Syria taking Damascus and killing Rezin.  In exchange Ahaz became tributary to Tiglath-pileser and sent many temple treasures and from his own palace.  (Unger's Bible Dictionary)

6.  He abandoned the true worship of Jehovah and set up 
shrines to heathen deities everywhere.  He closed the sacred temple and removed it's utensils.

7.  He died and was not lamented.  Nor was his body deposited in the sacred Sepulchers.

8.  Archaeology has uncovered inscriptions stating those 
who paid tribute to Tiglath-pileser and what:  Ahaz  paid:

                 


a.  Gold

                 


b.  Silver

                 


c.  Lead

                 


d.  Iron

                 


e.  Tin

                 


f.  Bright colored woolen garments

                 


g.  Linen

                 


h.  All kinds of costly things

                 


i.  Products of the sea and dry land

                 


j.  The royal treasure

                 


k.  Horses and mules broken to yoke

         D.  Hezekiah (Jehovah is strength) 13th king of Judah
             

1.  He was the son of Ahaz (II Kings 18:1-2;II Chron.29:1)

             

2.  His first act was to purge, repair, and re-open the 


Temple

3.  He tore down the altars in the high places and even destroyed the brazen serpent of Moses, which had become an object of idolatry.  His reformation (II Kings 18:3-7; II Chron.29:1-36)

4.  He was a very successful warrior in that he regained land taken by Philistines and began to fortify Judah against invasions by Assyria.

5.  He built Judah's economy through the military,  
agriculture, and trade.  He established warehouses and stockyards (II Chron.32:28-29)

6.  He tunneled water into the city of Jerusalem from the spring of Gihon.  Went through solid rock to accomplish this feat (1,777 ft. long). (See account in Unger's Bible Dictionary, pg.481). It led to a reservoir in the city called the Siloam Reservoir or the Pool of Siloam same pool of John 9:7-11. (Read Siloam Inscription Unger's pg. 481-482).

7.  Hezekiah foolishly showed some men his prosperity, which Isaiah quickly prophesied against him for his pride - 39:1-8.

8.  He is attacked by Sennacherib, an Assyrian king who takes great spoil (see II Kings 18:13; II Kings 19:37; II Chron.32:1-12; Isa.36:1; Isa.37:28)

(Read Sennacherib's account on clay prism in Unger's Dictionary pg. 481)

             

9.  The Assyrians were unable to take Jerusalem.

10. Hezekiah became deathly ill (II Kings 20:1; II Chron. 
32:24; Isaiah 38:1)  He prayed and God gave him a 15-year extension, then he died a natural death peacefully.

                        VERSE BY VERSE STUDY
VII.  Chapter 1

Isa. 1:1 The vision of Isaiah the son of Amoz, which he saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem in the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah.

      
1:1     His ministry started in the latter reign of Uzziah and went up through Hezekiah's reign.  He was on pretty good terms with these kings


By this time the Northern Kingdom (Israel) was in its final years. The 
Northern Kingdom fell in 722 b.c. to the Assyrians who were seeking to conquer the entire Syro-Palestine area. Isaiah wrote specifically for the Southern Kingdom (Judah) which would fall to Babylon a little more than 100 years later in 586 b.c.  BKC
      A.  OVERVIEW (2-6)

          God's complaint against his people:

           1.  They have sinned

          
2.  Vengeance approaches

           3.  National repentance would avert judgment, but will not repent

          
4.  Judgment will purify a remnant, His true people

          
5.  Judah's sins are called to their remembrance.

Isa. 1:2 Hear, O heavens, and give ear, O earth: for the LORD hath spoken, I have nourished and brought up children, and they have rebelled against me. 

  
1:2     (God speaks) The earth and heavens are witnesses of these  things.  Also how he has cared for and nurtured Israel, here meaning the Southern Kingdom of Judah, yet they have rebelled against him.  He calls them His Children even in disobedience.

Isa. 1:3 The ox knoweth his owner, and the ass his master’s crib: but Israel doth not know, my people doth not consider.
1:3     (God speaks) Even a dumb ox knows who feeds him, his master.  Yet I feed you and you pay me (master-owner) no honor.  My people - God has not forsaken them. First God gave them prosperity, but they didn’t serve him. Then God sent them warnings, but they refused to listen. Finally, he would bring the fire of his judgment (see 1:7).

Isa. 1:4 Ah sinful nation, a people laden with iniquity, a seed of evildoers, children that are corrupters: they have forsaken the LORD, they have provoked the Holy One of Israel unto anger, they are gone away backward.
      
1:4     (Isaiah speaks)  They are a sinful rebellious nation but his name is still on them.  The corruption was not of others but themselves.  They still worshipped but only in form.  Outward form is of no value if the heart is not in it.  Note they were “laden with iniquity” meaning that sin is like a weight around our neck.


The words the Holy One of Israel are used by Isaiah 25 times. This title appropriately contrasts the people’s sin with God’s holiness.  Though the people had turned their backs on God, in the future He will turn His back on Israel’s sin by forgiving her. After Hezekiah was raised from his sickbed, he praised the Lord for placing his sins behind God’s back (Isa. 38:17).  BKC
Isa. 1:5  Why should ye be stricken any more? ye will revolt more and more: the whole head is sick, and the whole heart faint.
1:5     Israel from head to toe is sick with false worship. They are beyond dealing.  They persist in rebellion and will be punished all the more.

As long as the people of Judah continued to sin, they cut themselves off from God’s help and isolated themselves. When you feel lonely and separated from God, remember that God does not abandon you. Our sins cut us off from him. The only sure cure for this kind of loneliness is to restore a meaningful relationship with God by confessing your sins, obeying his instructions, and communicating regularly with him (see Psalm 140:13; Isaiah 1:16-19; 1 John 1:9).  (QV LAB)
Isa. 1:6  From the sole of the foot even unto the head there is no soundness in it; but wounds, and bruises, and putrifying sores: they have not been closed, neither bound up, neither mollified with ointment.
      
1:6     They were past the state of healing no good left in them; the whole body is sick.  As disease goes so long there is nothing that can be done short of amputation.  Also implies that no attempt has been made to heal - they have been left to their own corruption.  

Isa. 1:7 Your country is desolate, your cities are burned with fire: your land, strangers devour it in your presence, and it is desolate, as overthrown by strangers.   
    
1:7     Now looking forward to Babylon's captivity coming unto Israel and the present state since being invaded by Philistines during Ahaz or by Israel under Amaziah.  They have no strength and are unable to defend themselves.

Isa. 1:8  And the daughter of Zion is left as a cottage in a vineyard, as a lodge in a garden of cucumbers, as a besieged city.
      
1:8     As the harvest grew near and there was the real threat of  people coming in and taking your harvest so they would build a  shack to live in while they watched over their garden, then after the harvest they would leave the shack, which would eventually fall apart.  They shall be as these cottages (shacks), desolate and empty.  Jerusalem is not yet a besieged city but is likened unto when it will be. (Daughter of Zion is Jerusalem)

Isa. 1:9   Except the LORD of hosts had left unto us a very small remnant, we should have been as Sodom, and we should have been like unto Gomorrah.
     


1:9    All of Israel would have been destroyed if not for the fact that   
                                       God always kept a remnant (small group) of those who had a 
                                       heart after Him

      B.  OVERVIEW (10-15)
          
1.  People's plea - no excuse, just guilt

          
2.  Isaiah denounces their pretense of religion

          
3.  Calls it an abomination

Isa. 1:10  Hear the word of the LORD, ye rulers of Sodom; give ear unto the law of our God, ye people of Gomorrah.
1:10    Here he is being ironic and is speaking to Israel as Sodom and Gomorrah.  HEAR – indicates this is no time for talking, no more excuses, now they need to hear God.

Isaiah compared the rulers and people of Judah to the rulers and people of Sodom and Gomorrah. To hear what God wanted to say, the people had to listen and be willing to obey. When we can’t hear God’s message, perhaps we are not listening carefully, or we are not truly willing to do what he says.  QVLAB
Isa. 1:11-15  To what purpose is the multitude of your sacrifices unto me? saith the LORD: I am full of the burnt offerings of rams, and the fat of fed beasts; and I delight not in the blood of bullocks, or of lambs, or of he goats. When ye come to appear before me, who hath required this at your hand, to tread my courts? 13Bring no more vain oblations; incense is an abomination unto me; the new moons and sabbaths, the calling of assemblies, I cannot away with; it is iniquity, even the solemn meeting. 14Your new moons and your appointed feasts my soul hateth: they are a trouble unto me; I am weary to bear them. And when ye spread forth your hands, I will hide mine eyes from you: yea, when ye make many prayers, I will not hear: your hands are full of blood.
      1:11-15    God is sick of their ritual exercises when their hearts are wrong.  Tired of sacrifices, wants obedience, I Sam. 15:22.  They are doing things in the Name of the Lord but He is not in any of them.  It's not the activity as much as the heart that is wrong.  Sacrifice no good if no true heart felt repentance.

Sacrifices were to be an outward sign of their faith in God, but the outward signs became empty because no faith existed. Why, then, did they continue to offer sacrifices? Like many people today, they had come to place more faith in the rituals of their religion than in the God they worshiped. Examine your own religious practices: Do they spring from your faith in the living God? God does not take pleasure in our outward expressions if our inward faith is missing.  QVLAB
Isaiah’s point is that people assumed that merely by offering sacrifices at the altar they would be made ceremonially clean before God. Even the multiple sacrifices are meaningless (v. 13) and therefore do not please God when the “worshiper” does not bring his life into conformity with God’s standards. Also the careful observance of monthly offerings (New Moons; Num. 28:11-14) and Sabbaths (weekly as well as annual Sabbaths on the Day of Atonement and the Feast of Tabernacles, Lev. 16:31; 23:34, 39) were meaningless to God when they were not done with the proper attitude. The same was true of their assemblies on the Sabbath (Lev. 23:3), and the festivals and feasts including the Passover (Lev. 23:4-7), the Feast of Weeks (Lev. 23:15-21), the Feast of Trumpets (Lev. 23:24), the Day of Atonement (Lev. 23:26-27), and the Feast of Tabernacles (Lev. 23:34). Such observances God called evil because they were carried out hypocritically, with sinful hearts (Isa. 1:4). Therefore those national gatherings, rather than pleasing God, were an obnoxious burden to Him (v. 14).  In addition, the people’s many prayers were ineffective because of their guilt (v. 15). The words spread out your hands denoted asking for help (1 Kings 8:22; Lam. 1:17). Those hands, however, were full of blood (Isa. 1:15). By treating the needy unfairly (vv. 16-17), the people were like a murderer spreading out his bloodstained hands to God in prayer. This spiritual condition made Judah’s religious ritual ludicrous. Obviously God would never listen to (i.e., answer) such prayers! (Ps. 66:18) Inward righteousness must accompany outward ritual for that ritual to mean anything to God.  BKC
    Isa. 1:16  Wash you, make you clean; put away the evil of your doings from before mine eyes; cease to do evil;   


1:16    He calls for them to see their true condition (a chance to  repent) - self-examination - call to cleansing - stop evil doings.

Isa. 1:17  Learn to do well; seek judgment, relieve the oppressed, judge the fatherless, plead for the widow.
      
1:17    Forget the ritual; let's see you put your faith in action and care for these who need to be cared for.  Seek justice for all men: 

                 


1.  Oppressed

                 


2.  Fatherless

3. Widow

Isa. 1:18  Come now, and let us reason together, saith the LORD: though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool.
     
1:18    Your sin radiates (scarlet = blood) from you but if you come to me I will make them white as snow - pure.

Crimson or scarlet was the color of a deep-red permanent dye, and its deep stain was virtually impossible to remove from clothing. The stain of sin seems equally permanent, but God can remove sin’s stain from our life as he promised to do for the Israelites. We don’t have to go through life permanently soiled. God’s Word assures us that if we are willing and obedient, Christ will forgive and remove our most indelible stains (Psalm 51:1-7).  QVLAB

The word “reason” () is a law term used of arguing, convincing, or deciding a case in court. The people were to be convinced by their argumentation with God that He was right and they were wrong about their condition. BKC

Isa. 1:19-20  If ye be willing and obedient, ye shall eat the good of the land: 20But if ye refuse and rebel, ye shall be devoured with the sword: for the mouth of the LORD hath spoken it.
1:19-20  Here is the way to blessing, but if disobedient the way shall end in destruction.  2 requirements: your will, your action of obey.

C. OVERVIEW (21-23)

Isaiah's lament over Jerusalem.  Isaiah reflects on the condition of Jerusalem and the unlikeliness of her rulers turning to God.

Isa. 1:21-23  How is the faithful city become an harlot! it was full of judgment; righteousness lodged in it; but now murderers. 22Thy silver is become dross, thy wine mixed with water: 23Thy princes are rebellious, and companions of thieves: every one loveth gifts, and followeth after rewards: they judge not the fatherless, neither doth the cause of the widow come unto them.
            1:21-22
                 Talking about destruction of the country.  Jerusalem 
was a good city - now it is a gone after Idols.  Silver is a type of atonement.  Remember if you wanted to be counted in among the Jews you had to pay a half Shekel (30 cents) to be among the people.  The money was melted down and used as the foundation of the temple and all the posts of the temple rested on it.  It was an atonement - a type of the blood of Christ.  The price had to be paid to come under the blood.  Silver here is a type of atonement or righteousness before the Lord.  Here the silver has become the dross, filled with impurities as they are not walking in faith.  Wine is mixed with water as wine is a type of the Holy Spirit.  It involved the mixing of heavenly things with earthly things thus diluting, and causing pure things to become impure.  What was of value is now waste.

      1:23    All the leaders of Israel are involved in bribery and there is no justice or concern for others.

D. OVERVIEW (24-31)

Declaration of God's judgment.  God in foreknowledge pronounces judgment, which is still conditional:

          
1.  Doom of sinners

     2.  Purifying effect judgment will have on some.

Isa. 1:24-31  Therefore saith the Lord, the LORD of hosts, the mighty One of Israel, Ah, I will ease me of mine adversaries, and avenge me of mine enemies: 25And I will turn my hand upon thee, and purely purge away thy dross, and take away all thy tin: 26And I will restore thy judges as at the first, and thy counsellors as at the beginning: afterward thou shalt be called, The city of righteousness, the faithful city. 27Zion shall be redeemed with judgment, and her converts with righteousness. 28And the destruction of the transgressors and of the sinners shall be together, and they that forsake the LORD shall be consumed. 29For they shall be ashamed of the oaks which ye have desired, and ye shall be confounded for the gardens that ye have chosen. 30For ye shall be as an oak whose leaf fadeth, and as a garden that hath no water. 31And the strong shall be as tow, and the maker of it as a spark, and they shall both burn together, and none shall quench them.
1:24-25   He is going to use the enemies of Israel to come down as a purifying fire of trouble.  God will gain comfort in releasing his fury on sinners.

God promised to refine his people similar to the way that metal is purged with lye in a smelting pot. This process involves melting the metal and skimming off the impure dross until the worker can see his own image in the liquid metal. We must be willing to submit to God, allowing him to remove our sin so that we might reflect his image.  QVLAB

      
1:26    Not only is he speaking of Babylon but the great tribulation period, the last great fire that shall come and purify them; then Israel becomes a place of righteousness.  God will restore justice.

1:27-28  Consumed because of idolatry, but from judgment shall come a remnant redeemed

      
1:29    The oaks are the trees that they put up for idolatry and false worship as they worshipped in groves of trees with carvings on them.  The gardens again are places of false worship.

      
1:30    Now you will be as a false idol and place of worship without light or water.  Evil leaf withers while Godly one does not.  Ps. 1:3.

      
1:31    The strong shall be as the material used to start a fire the same with the makers of idols.  The shall all go up in smoke who are not grounded in God.

VIII. Chapter 2
      A.  OVERVIEW (1-4)  Last days prophecy
Isa. 2:1-4  The word that Isaiah the son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 2And it shall come to pass in the last days, that the mountain of the LORD’S house shall be established in the top of the mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills; and all nations shall flow unto it. 3And many people shall go and say, Come ye, and let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his paths: for out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 4And he shall judge among the nations, and shall rebuke many people: and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruninghooks: nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more.
2:1     Specifically to Judah and Jerusalem.  Isaiah saw words told to another - aren't usually seen but heard.  God has made Isaiah able to hear and see what is ahead.

      2:2-4   Prophecy of last days - Speaking of millennial kingdom and Christ ruling on earth.  There is a universal peace, instead of war.  Pruning hooks: to increase fruit bearing.

         B.  OVERVIEW (5-11) 

Contrast present and future.  Shows future events and the state to which, they have presently withdrawn.


Isa. 2:5-11  O house of Jacob, come ye, and let us walk in the light of the LORD. 6Therefore thou hast forsaken thy people the house of Jacob, because they be replenished from the east, and are soothsayers like the Philistines, and they please themselves in the children of strangers. 7Their land also is full of silver and gold, neither is there any end of their treasures; their land is also full of horses, neither is there any end of their chariots: 8Their land also is full of idols; they worship the work of their own hands, that which their own fingers have made: 9And the mean man boweth down, and the great man humbleth himself: therefore forgive them not. 10Enter into the rock, and hide thee in the dust, for fear of the LORD, and for the glory of his majesty. 11The lofty looks of man shall be humbled, and the haughtiness of men shall be bowed down, and the LORD alone shall be exalted in that day.
      2:5     When we come into His light we see, an until we do, we walk in blindness.  Invitation to walk with God.  House of Jacob=Israel as a whole nation.

      2:6     Speaks of people turning away from God to idols (voluntary humbling before idols) and material things.  Against law of increase, Deut. 17:14.  Things they learned from heathen nations such as Assyria, poor choice of fellowship.

The people were following practices of the Assyrian Empire. Divination meant claiming to know and control the future by the power of demons or by interpreting omens. These practices were forbidden by God (see Leviticus 19:26; Deuteronomy 18:10, 14). The Philistines worshiped Dagon, Ashtoreth, and Baal-zebub. During the more sinful periods of their history, the people of Israel worshiped these pagan gods along with Yahweh and even gave them Hebrew names.  QVLAB
      2:8-11  God wants us to realize we are from the dust and He is the only Eternal Being.  People are fearful when facing God's wrath - hide in holes, 
I Sam. 13:6.  Compulsory humbling by God, contrast with their voluntary humbling before Idols of verse 6.

(1) it insults God when we worship something he created rather than worshiping him; 

(2) it keeps us from knowing and serving God when we put our confidence in anything other than him; 
(3) it causes us to rely on our own efforts rather than on God.  QVLAB
      C.  OVERVIEW (12-22)

Description of the day of the Lord.

          

1.  It's purpose

          

2.  It's scope

3. It's effect

Isa. 2:12-22  For the day of the LORD of hosts shall be upon every one that is proud and lofty, and upon every one that is lifted up; and he shall be brought low: 13And upon all the cedars of Lebanon, that are high and lifted up, and upon all the oaks of Bashan, 14And upon all the high mountains, and upon all the hills that are lifted up, 15And upon every high tower, and upon every fenced wall, 16And upon all the ships of Tarshish, and upon all pleasant pictures. 17And the loftiness of man shall be bowed down, and the haughtiness of men shall be made low: and the LORD alone shall be exalted in that day. 18And the idols he shall utterly abolish. 19And they shall go into the holes of the rocks, and into the caves of the earth, for fear of the LORD, and for the glory of his majesty, when he ariseth to shake terribly the earth. 20In that day a man shall cast his idols of silver, and his idols of gold, which they made each one for himself to worship, to the moles and to the bats; 21To go into the clefts of the rocks, and into the tops of the ragged rocks, for fear of the LORD, and for the glory of his majesty, when he ariseth to shake terribly the earth. 22Cease ye from man, whose breath is in his nostrils: for wherein is he to be accounted of?
      2:12    Speaking of end times; plus the immediate danger of Babylon.  The Lord shall have His day of judgment upon evil.  That day is already decided upon by God.

      2:13-16  God shall be as a fire bringing all great and worldly treasures to ruin that man might see His lowliness.  Cedar of Lebanon were destroyed by the Assyrian war.  The lofty places alike are brought down.  Cedars of Lebanon - The great and mighty men could also be literally showing destruction of the mighty trees.  High towers – will not save them or protect them.  Ships of Tarshish - those of great size.  Also of commerce and trade.

      2:17-21 Men will hide to escape God's wrath in last days and no one will hide or escape God.  Verse 17 repeats verse 11.  Caves around Palestine.  Idol making trade.  Idols thrown in holes.  No longer remembered, 

Zech. 13:2.

      2:22    Man is not at all worthy outside of God.  Man is a nothing.  This verse is not a part of the Septuagint (Greek translation of Hebrew text).

IX.   Chapter 3

         A.  OVERVIEW (1-7)
God's judgment on Jerusalem:

          
1.  She shall have children for rulers.

2.  Continued oppression

          
3.  Those fit to rule will refuse.  


4.  God's test will strip everything you have away and see if you'll still put Him 
               first.


Isa. 3:1-7  For, behold, the Lord, the LORD of hosts, doth take away from Jerusalem and from Judah the stay and the staff, the whole stay of bread, and the whole stay of water, 2The mighty man, and the man of war, the judge, and the prophet, and the prudent, and the ancient, 3The captain of fifty, and the honourable man, and the counsellor, and the cunning artificer, and the eloquent orator. 4And I will give children to be their princes, and babes shall rule over them. 5And the people shall be oppressed, every one by another, and every one by his neighbour: the child shall behave himself proudly against the ancient, and the base against the honourable. 6When a man shall take hold of his brother of the house of his father, saying, Thou hast clothing, be thou our ruler, and let this ruin be under thy hand: 7In that day shall he swear, saying, I will not be an healer; for in my house is neither bread nor clothing: make me not a ruler of the people.

      3:1-2     Taking away their leaders, and the men they lean on.  All their support will be taken away.   The ancient is an old man of wisdom.  The others are men of position and rank.

      3:3-4   They shall have no strength or wisdom - as if they were babes.

      3:5     The children shall disobey the elders; revolt and rebel in their hearts.

      3:6-7   They shall go to those who they feel have something tangible, some little thing that no one else has, and want them to be leaders but they will refuse because they have nothing.


Because of her sin the Lord would take away all the supplies and people on which she relied: food and water (v. 1), soldiers (v. 2), civil (judge) and religious (prophet) leaders (v. 2), wise people (v. 2), military leaders (v. 3a), and skilled workers (v. 3b). The fact that Isaiah included the soothsayer (v. 2) and the clever enchanter (v. 3) in this list does not mean he was endorsing them. He was merely noting those on whom the nation was depending for survival and security. The Mosaic Covenant prohibited involvement in soothsaying and enchanting (Deut. 18:10-14). Isaiah himself wrote about Babylon trusting in this kind of activity (Isa. 47:12).  BKC


In contrast with these people who were considered wise and mighty the Lord would raise up foolish, weak leadership. Inexperienced boys and children (3:4; with Ecc. 10:16) would be unable to stop oppression and conflict (Isa. 3:5). Anybody who could be grabbed would be placed in charge of the people, his only qualification (v. 6) being that he owned a cloak. But the only thing over which he would rule anyway would be a heap of ruins. The leaders would have no solution to the problem shortages the people would face (v. 7). Isaiah was speaking of the coming devastation of Judah by the Babylonian army.  BKC
      B.  OVERVIEW (8-26)


          Cause of Judgment shown to be the sins of Jerusalem.

          
1.  Sins of men (8-15)

              
a.  Sins of speech in openly declaring their 



wickedness

                 

      b.  Sins of action

                  


(I).   Childishness

                     

(II).  Effeminacy

                     

(III). Irreligion & leading others astray

                     

(IV).  Oppression of poor & afflicted

          
2.  Sins of women (16-26)

              

a.  Pride

             

b.  Wanton manners

                             
c.  Love of dress & ornaments which was an Eastern value


Isa. 3:8-26  For Jerusalem is ruined, and Judah is fallen: because their tongue and their doings are against the LORD, to provoke the eyes of his glory.

9The show of their countenance doth witness against them; and they declare their sin as Sodom, they hide it not. Woe unto their soul! for they have rewarded evil unto themselves. 10Say ye to the righteous, that it shall be well with him: for they shall eat the fruit of their doings. 11Woe unto the wicked! it shall be ill with him: for the reward of his hands shall be given him. 12As for my people, children are their oppressors, and women rule over them. O my people, they which lead thee cause thee to err, and destroy the way of thy paths. 13The LORD standeth up to plead, and standeth to judge the people. 14The LORD will enter into judgment with the ancients of his people, and the princes thereof: for ye have eaten up the vineyard; the spoil of the poor is in your houses. 15What mean ye that ye beat my people to pieces, and grind the faces of the poor? saith the Lord GOD of hosts.

16Moreover the LORD saith, Because the daughters of Zion are haughty, and walk with stretched forth necks and wanton eyes, walking and mincing as they go, and making a tinkling with their feet: 17Therefore the Lord will smite with a scab the crown of the head of the daughters of Zion, and the LORD will discover their secret parts. 18In that day the Lord will take away the bravery of their tinkling ornaments about their feet, and their cauls, and their round tires like the moon, 19The chains, and the bracelets, and the mufflers, 20The bonnets, and the ornaments of the legs, and the headbands, and the tablets, and the earrings, 21The rings, and nose jewels, 22The changeable suits of apparel, and the mantles, and the wimples, and the crisping pins, 23The glasses, and the fine linen, and the hoods, and the veils. 24And it shall come to pass, that instead of sweet smell there shall be stink; and instead of a girdle a rent; and instead of well set hair baldness; and instead of a stomacher a girding of sackcloth; and burning instead of beauty. 25Thy men shall fall by the sword, and thy mighty in the war. 26And her gates shall lament and mourn; and she being desolate shall sit upon the ground.
      3:8-9   First of series of woes.  They have provoked God to look on them in anger.  They no longer hide their sin but openly declare (like homosexuals today).

The people would be proud of their sins, parading them out in the open. But sin is self-destructive. In today’s world, sinful living often appears glamorous, exciting, and clever. But sin is wrong, regardless of how society perceives it, and, in the long run, sin will make us miserable and destroy us. God tries to protect us by warning us about the harm we will cause ourselves by sinning. Those who are proud of their sins will receive the punishment from God they deserve. Having rejected God’s path to life, they had only one alternative—the path to destruction.  QVLAB
      3:10-13 The rulers are wicked and God will bring everyone low for their false leadership (vs. 12-13); women leading, nobody else to rule.  The righteous get better (vs. 10).  The wicked become worse (vs.11).

In the middle of this gloomy message, God gives hope: Eventually the righteous will receive God’s reward (vs. 10), and the wicked will receive their punishment. It is disheartening to see the wicked prosper, while we struggle to obey God and follow his plan. But let us keep holding on to God’s truth and take heart! God will bring about justice in the end, and he will reward those who have been faithful.  QVLAB

3.  6 classes of people in Judah:



vs. 10   the righteous



vs. 11   the wicked



vs. 12   my people



vs. 14   the ancient



vs. 16   the daughters



vs. 25   thy men

      3:14-15 Grind = to grit your teeth and bear it.  The Ancients: chief oppressors have abused Israel for their own gain.  God is angered by the severe oppression of the poor.

Why is justice so important in the Bible? 

(1) Justice is part of God’s nature; it is the way he runs the universe. 

(2) It is a natural desire in every person. Even as sinners, we all want justice for ourselves. 

(3) When government and church leaders are unjust, the poor and powerless suffer. Thus, they are hindered from worshiping God. 

(4) God holds the poor in high regard. They are the ones most likely to turn to him for help and comfort. Injustice, then, attacks God’s children. When we do nothing to help the oppressed, we are, in fact, joining with the oppressor. Because we follow a just God, we must uphold justice.  QVLAB
      3:16    Women's feet are enticing and inviting and luring. Here we see pride in the women of Israel and Israel herself have become proud and shameless and immodest.

The women of Judah had placed their emphasis on clothing and jewelry rather than on God. They dressed to be noticed, to gain approval, and to be fashionable. Yet they ignored the real purpose for their lives. Instead of being concerned about the oppression around them (3:14, 15), they were self-serving and self-centered. People who abuse their possessions will end up with nothing. These verses are not an indictment against clothing and jewelry, but a judgment on those who use them lavishly while remaining blind to the needs of others. When God blesses you with money or position, don’t flaunt it. Use what you have to help others, not impress them.  QVLAB
      3:17    Because of their surface beauty, God will cause their outward beauty to perish as they are going into captivity.  More women than men due to war.  Wanton eyes = playfully mean, mischievous, sexually arousing, undisciplined, lustful.  Leprosy scab = Lev.13:2.

      3:18-24 All the outward apparel shall be taken away.  Israel
has an outward beauty but inside they are wicked.  Tinkling ornaments were bell anklets, from Egyptian culture.  Round tires = necklace with crescent moon, earrings, etc.

      3:25-26   Complete loss of her ability to defend herself. 

X.    Chapter 4
      A.  OVERVIEW  

          Verse 1 is more closely connected with Chapter 3 while verses 2-6 are consolatory consisting of a group of promises.


Isa. 4:1-6   And in that day seven women shall take hold of one man, saying, We will eat our own bread, and wear our own apparel: only let us be called by thy name, to take away our reproach.  2In that day shall the branch of the LORD be beautiful and glorious, and the fruit of the earth shall be excellent and comely for them that are escaped of Israel. 3And it shall come to pass, that he that is left in Zion, and he that remaineth in Jerusalem, shall be called holy, even every one that is written among the living in Jerusalem: 4When the Lord shall have washed away the filth of the daughters of Zion, and shall have purged the blood of Jerusalem from the midst thereof by the spirit of judgment, and by the spirit of burning. 5And the LORD will create upon every dwelling place of mount Zion, and upon her assemblies, a cloud and smoke by day, and the shining of a flaming fire by night: for upon all the glory shall be a defence. 6And there shall be a tabernacle for a shadow in the daytime from the heat, and for a place of refuge, and for a covert from storm and from rain.
      4:1     Because of war, men will be lost and there will be a great increase in women who need to marry for a name.  The women will desire to marry not for support but just to have a name and to not be childless which was a reproach to Israelite women.

      B.  Verse 2-6
      4:2     The coming of the Lord and the curse shall be partially lifted (earth will be fertile again).  Branch = Christ. The escaped of Israel would be the remnant.

                 Also could be that since the branch is Christ, the "fruit of the earth" is also Christ as He was the grain of wheat which fell into the ground and died and so brought forth much fruit.  Jn. 12:24

      4:3     The people finally walk into a holiness.  The people are given title “holy” instead of other titles of rank they may have held.

      4:4     The people's sins are taken away by judgment, which 
purifies and by Spirit of burning which consumes all evidence of.

      4:5-6   God's glory on the restored temple in Jerusalem.  Vs. 5 - not a defense as much as a covering.  God is a place of safety for all who come to Him.

XI.   Chapter 5

      A.  OVERVIEW (1-7)
Israel rebuked by the parable of a vineyard.

1.  First the parable

          
2.  Rebuke for sins

          
3.  Threat of punishment

          Vs. 3-4 God asks Israel what more could he have done to produce good grapes?

      
Isa. 5:1-7  Now will I sing to my wellbeloved a song of my beloved touching his vineyard. My wellbeloved hath a vineyard in a very fruitful hill: 2And he fenced it, and gathered out the stones thereof, and planted it with the choicest vine, and built a tower in the midst of it, and also made a winepress therein: and he looked that it should bring forth grapes, and it brought forth wild grapes. 3And now, O inhabitants of Jerusalem, and men of Judah, judge, I pray you, betwixt me and my vineyard. 4What could have been done more to my vineyard, that I have not done in it? wherefore, when I looked that it should bring forth grapes, brought it forth wild grapes? 5And now go to; I will tell you what I will do to my vineyard: I will take away the hedge thereof, and it shall be eaten up; and break down the wall thereof, and it shall be trodden down: 6And I will lay it waste: it shall not be pruned, nor digged; but there shall come up briers and thorns: I will also command the clouds that they rain no rain upon it. 7For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts is the house of Israel, and the men of Judah his pleasant plant: and he looked for judgment, but behold oppression; for righteousness, but behold a cry.
          
ISAIAH'S SONG TO JEHOVAH
      5:1-2     Here the vine is Israel (Ps.80:8-16).  She was planted strong and in a fruitful place.  The vineyard is the House of Israel. Choicest vine = men of Judah; fenced = hedge; stones = those which would harm; tower = for protection; winepress = for the harvest or the good fruit.

                  The vine was planted perfect to produce fruit but instead it produced wild fruit to itself, which is worthless.   

Jesus said, “The way to identify a tree or a person is by the kind of fruit that is produced” (Matthew 7:20).
      5:3-6   God takes away His spirit and protection from Israel and the fruitful place becomes a wilderness.

      5:7     What more could God have done for them - (Matthew 21) the story of the vineyard is likened to this vine.  The vine was to yield justice and righteousness instead Jehovah hears the cry of oppression from the people.

      B.  OVERVIEW (8-24)

         Six Woe's  - from Dake Bible P.684  4-C
          
1.  Woe to the covetous - v. 8

          
2.  Woe to drunkards - v. 11

          
3.  Woe to those that multiply sin - vs. 18-19

                   4.  Woe to those that have no sense of right and wrong - v. 20

           5.  Woe to those who are proud and wise in their own eyes - v. 21

          
6.  Woe to drunkards who justify the wicked and condemn the righteous - 
                         vs. 22-23

Isa. 5:8-24  Woe unto them that join house to house, that lay field to field, till there be no place, that they may be placed alone in the midst of the earth! 9In mine ears said the LORD of hosts, Of a truth many houses shall be desolate, even great and fair, without inhabitant. 10Yea, ten acres of vineyard shall yield one bath, and the seed of an homer shall yield an ephah. 11Woe unto them that rise up early in the morning, that they may follow strong drink; that continue until night, till wine inflame them! 12And the harp, and the viol, the tabret, and pipe, and wine, are in their feasts: but they regard not the work of the LORD, neither consider the operation of his hands. 13Therefore my people are gone into captivity, because they have no knowledge: and their honourable men are famished, and their multitude dried up with thirst. 14Therefore hell hath enlarged herself, and opened her mouth without measure: and their glory, and their multitude, and their pomp, and he that rejoiceth, shall descend into it. 15And the mean man shall be brought down, and the mighty man shall be humbled, and the eyes of the lofty shall be humbled: 16But the LORD of hosts shall be exalted in judgment, and God that is holy shall be sanctified in righteousness. 17Then shall the lambs feed after their manner, and the waste places of the fat ones shall strangers eat.  18Woe unto them that draw iniquity with cords of vanity, and sin as it were with a cart rope: 19That say, Let him make speed, and hasten his work, that we may see it: and let the counsel of the Holy One of Israel draw nigh and come, that we may know it! 20Woe unto them that call evil good, and good evil; that put darkness for light, and light for darkness; that put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter! 21Woe unto them that are wise in their own eyes, and prudent in their own sight! 22Woe unto them that are mighty to drink wine, and men of strength to mingle strong drink: 23Which justify the wicked for reward, and take away the righteousness of the righteous from him! 24Therefore as the fire devoureth the stubble, and the flame consumeth the chaff, so their root shall be as rottenness, and their blossom shall go up as dust: because they have cast away the law of the LORD of hosts, and despised the word of the Holy One of Israel.
      5:8-10     Woe to those who steal more and more land.  Coveting what belongs to someone else.  Because of this, God shall take it away because we did it on our strength, not His.  The land shall be almost fruitless.  An homer is 10 x Ephah.  So the produce will be 10% of what was sown

      5:11-12   Woe to them who follow after pleasures of the flesh and not God.  Many people as well as prophets and priest, see Isa.28:7.  Eat, drink, be merry - instruments are used here for evil purpose which were once used in worship of God  I Sam.10:5.

These people spent many hours drinking and partying, but Isaiah predicted that eventually many would die of hunger and thirst. Ironically, our pleasures—if they do not have God’s blessing—may destroy us. Leaving God out of our life allows sin to come in. God wants us to enjoy life (1 Timothy 6:17) but to avoid those activities that could lead us away from him.  QVLAB
      5:13-14 They are following the leaders by the multitude into Hell.  Hell enlarges herself in that it receives more than it should have.  It's dimensions don't enlarge only the number of inhabitants.  People who should have gone to heaven, but were disobedient.  The prophet sees them already in captivity.

      5:15-17 Those involved in pleasures of life and flesh shall be desolate and animals shall dwell where they once did in corruption - also strangers, Nomad tribes, shall feed off the land of Israel.

      5:18-19    Woe to those who pull around a cart load of sin in open display and yet act as if nothing is wrong - pile of sin.  Then they boast and say let the Holy One of Israel come, let us see this judgment.  They walk now by sight not faith.

      5:20    WOE - They do evil and call it good, like not helping the oppressed and saying you are only being thrifty.

      5:21    WOE - They don't distinguish truth, see no reason to change their ways - see no wrong in themselves, self conceit.

When people see no distinction between good and evil, destruction soon follows. It is easy for people to say, “No one can decide for anyone else what is really right or wrong.” They may think getting drunk can’t hurt them, extramarital sex isn’t really wrong, or money doesn’t control them. But when they make excuses for their actions, they break down the distinction between right and wrong. If people do not take God’s Word, the Bible, as their standard, soon all moral choices become fuzzy. Without God, they are headed for much suffering.  QVLAB
      5:22-24 WOE - Blinded by strong drink they reward evil and punish righteousness - they drink and then try to conduct normal business.

      C.  OVERVIEW (25-30)
 

Nature of coming judgment:

          

1.  A terrible invasion

          

2.  The success of the invasion

          
Dake Bible says this refers to  - Babylon invasion

          
Others say - Assyria (seems most likely to be Assyria at this point)


Isa. 5:25-30  Therefore is the anger of the LORD kindled against his people, and he hath stretched forth his hand against them, and hath smitten them: and the hills did tremble, and their carcases were torn in the midst of the streets. For all this his anger is not turned away, but his hand is stretched out still. 26And he will lift up an ensign to the nations from far, and will hiss unto them from the end of the earth: and, behold, they shall come with speed swiftly: 27None shall be weary nor stumble among them; none shall slumber nor sleep; neither shall the girdle of their loins be loosed, nor the latchet of their shoes be broken: 28Whose arrows are sharp, and all their bows bent, their horses’ hoofs shall be counted like flint, and their wheels like a whirlwind: 29Their roaring shall be like a lion, they shall roar like young lions: yea, they shall roar, and lay hold of the prey, and shall carry it away safe, and none shall deliver it. 30And in that day they shall roar against them like the roaring of the sea: and if one look unto the land, behold darkness and sorrow, and the light is darkened in the heavens thereof.
      5:25-26 God is unable to turn His wrath because the people will not repent - their bodies will lie in the streets (v. 25).  Lord calls the nations in by hissing, to conquer Israel as in the last days (v.26).  Dake 1-L.

This passage describes what God would do if the people disobeyed him (Deuteronomy 28). Assyria began to torment Israel during the reign of Ahaz (735–715 b.c.). This powerful aggressor destroyed the northern kingdom in 722 b.c. and scattered the people throughout its own empire. Sin has consequences. Although this judgment was not immediate, eventually Israel was punished.  QVLAB
      5:27    Strength comes with the armies from God to war against Israel. This is a description of invasion by Assyrian under Senneherib - they shall be ready to do battle against Israel.

      5:28-30 Compared to lions having no trouble with the prey. They shall roar which was the custom when entering into battle.  Only destruction is left behind.

When God’s judgment would come on Judah, the nations of Egypt and Assyria (7:18), and later Babylon would respond as if God had raised a banner as a signal for war. Those nations would seemingly come from the ends of the earth, a phrase Isaiah used frequently to suggest people everywhere (5:26; 24:16; 40:28; 41:5, 9; 42:10; 43:6; 45:22; 48:20; 49:6; 52:10; 62:11). The soldiers, responding speedily, would be vigorous (5:27) and well armed. Their chariots would be fast (v. 28). Ferocious like lions (v. 29) they would completely devastate Judah (v. 30). They would cover Judah like a sea and blot out the sun like the clouds, a picture of distress and gloom.  BKC

      THIS ENDS THE VISION AND PROPHECIES WHICH ISAIAH HAD DURING 
THE REIGN OF UZZIAH

XII.  Chapter 6 

      BEGINS ISAIAH'S VISION AND PROPHECIES DURING THE REIGN OF 
JOTHAM

      A.  OVERVIEW (1-4)

 Isaiah's new vision - He sees the heavenly throne.

The year that King Uzziah died was approximately 740 b.c. He remained leprous until he died because he tried to take over the high priest’s duties (2 Chronicles 26:18-21). Although Uzziah was generally a good king with a long and prosperous reign, many of his people turned away from God. QVLAB

Isaiah’s vision was his commission to be God’s messenger to his people. Isaiah was given a difficult mission. He had to tell people who believed they were blessed by God that God was going to destroy them instead because of their disobedience.  QVLAB

Isa. 6:1-4  In the year that king Uzziah died I saw also the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up, and his train filled the temple. 2Above it stood the seraphims: each one had six wings; with twain he covered his face, and with twain he covered his feet, and with twain he did fly. 3And one cried unto another, and said, Holy, holy, holy, is the LORD of hosts: the whole earth is full of his glory. 4And the posts of the door moved at the voice of him that cried, and the house was filled with smoke.
      6:1     Three things struck Isaiah about God: He was seated on a throne, He was high and exalted, and the train of His robe filled the temple. In the most holy place of the temple in Jerusalem, God’s glory was evident between the cherubim on the atonement cover over the ark of the covenant. Therefore some Israelites may have erroneously thought that God was fairly small. However, Solomon, in his dedicatory prayer for the new temple, had stated that no temple could contain God and that in fact even the heavens could not contain Him (1 Kings 8:27). Therefore Isaiah did not see God on the ark of the covenant, but on a throne. Almost 150 years later Ezekiel had a similar experience. He envisioned God being borne along on a great chariot throne by living creatures called cherubim (Ezek. 1). To Isaiah, the throne emphasized that the Lord is indeed the true King of Israel.  BKC


God’s being “high and exalted” symbolized His position before the nation. The people were wanting God to work on their behalf (Isa. 5:19) but He was doing so, as evidenced by His lofty position among them.  BKC


The Lord’s long robe speaks of His royalty and majesty. His being in the temple suggests that though He hates mere religiosity (1:11-15) He still wanted the nation to be involved in the temple worship. The temple and the temple sacrifices pictured the righteous dealings of the sovereign God with His covenant people.  BKC
      6:2-3     Seraphim and angelic beings - with six wings.   The Trinity is denoted - "Holy, Holy, Holy."  The earth is full of His Glory, in all things are by Him and for His purpose.

The throne, the attending seraphim or angels, and the threefold holy all stressed God’s holiness. Seraphim were a type of angel whose name is derived from the word for “burn,” perhaps indicating their purity as God’s ministers. In a time when moral and spiritual decay had peaked, it was important for Isaiah to see God in his holiness. Holiness means “morally perfect, pure, and set apart from all sin.” We also need to discover God’s holiness. Our daily frustrations, society’s pressures, and our shortcomings narrow our view of God. We need the Bible’s view of God as high and lifted up to empower us to deal with our problems and concerns. God’s moral perfection, properly seen, will purify us from sin, cleanse our mind of our problems, and enable us to worship and to serve. QVLAB
      6:4     The voice seems to be the voice of the Seraphim, which had great power.  Smoke may be representative of God's anger.

      B.  OVERVIEW (5-7)
The prophets sense of unworthiness


Isa. 6:5-7  Then said I, Woe is me! for I am undone; because I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips: for mine eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts. 6Then flew one of the seraphims unto me, having a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with the tongs from off the altar: 7And he laid it upon my mouth, and said, Lo, this hath touched thy lips; and thine iniquity is taken away, and thy sin purged.
      6:5     Note the humbled attitude when seeing God.  I am undone - beside himself (see myself for what I am)  Unclean lips = talk is cheap, obedience is God's desire.

                 (class discussion)

How to reconcile the experience of Isaiah with Ex. 33:20.  It must be resolved in no man ever being able to withstand the fullness of God's infinite Glory, even though many man have seen God face to face and lived.  Gen. 32:30; Judges 6:22-23; Judges 13:22.

      6:6-7   The burnt offering representing the cross and 
sanctification shedding of blood for remission of sins.  The coal represents a burnt offering which was the sacrifice for sin, thus when applied to Isaiah his sin was cleansed.

      C.  OVERVIEW (8-13)

 Isaiah's special mission:

          
1.  He was told to go and what to say.

          
2.  He would announce woe

          
3.  He would proclaim the survival of the remnant


Isa. 6:8-13  Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, Whom shall I send, and who will go for us? Then said I, Here am I; send me.  9And he said, Go, and tell this people, Hear ye indeed, but understand not; and see ye indeed, but perceive not. 10Make the heart of this people fat, and make their ears heavy, and shut their eyes; lest they see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand with their heart, and convert, and be healed. 11Then said I, Lord, how long? And he answered, Until the cities be wasted without inhabitant, and the houses without man, and the land be utterly desolate, 12And the LORD have removed men far away, and there be a great forsaking in the midst of the land. 13But yet in it shall be a tenth, and it shall return, and shall be eaten: as a teil tree, and as an oak, whose substance is in them, when they cast their leaves: so the holy seed shall be the substance thereof.
6:8     Same reaction as Paul - "Send me"  (Isaiah reacted immediately).

This is a very important response to a vital question in the life of every believer.  We must each ask ourselves are we willing to do whatever God would ask of us?  Isaiah was committed before he ever even heard the job description.  Most of us want to examine the job description prior to making a commitment.  Perhaps this is why so few are willing to abandon everything for the sake of the gospel.  

The more clearly Isaiah saw God (6:5), the more aware Isaiah became of his own powerlessness and inadequacy to do anything of lasting value without God. But he was willing to be God’s spokesman. When God calls, will you also say, “Send me”?  QVLAB
      6:9-10  God is going to send him to a people who will not hear him. Isaiah's prophesies will only serve to increase the hardness of the people.  

Why did God send Isaiah if he knew the people wouldn’t listen?  Although the nation itself would not repent and would reap judgment, some individuals would listen. In 6:13 God explains his plan for a remnant (holy seed) of faithful followers. God is merciful even when he judges. We can gain encouragement from God’s promise to preserve his people. If we are faithful to him, we can be sure of his mercy.  QVLAB
Perhaps another reason God sent Isaiah was to further solidify the fact that the people were adequately warned and were therefore without excuse before God.  

      6:11-12   How long Lord?  Until I destroy them all.  The people will not hear until they are destroyed off the land and taken in captivity.  Then a remnant will come forth.

      6:13    Talking about the remnant who shall receive His word.  Like a tree which is cut down and lives to sprout again.  Judgement is likened to pruning a good tree which will come back strong because there is true life in it.  

XIII. Chapter 7 

      BEGINS ISAIAH'S PROPHECIES TO AHAZ

         A.  OVERVIEW (1-9)
          
Prophecy given to Ahaz at the time of the Syria-Israelitish war against Judah.

1. The Alliance is between Rezin & Pekah to siege
Jerusalem, 

II Kings 15:37-16:6; II Chron. 28.

2.  We know from II Chron. 28:5-6 that Ahaz has already suffered great loss by individual invasions by Syria and then by Israel.

3.  Therefore, He has probably beside himself when Isaiah was sent to communicate a message from Jehovah.  A message of comfort.

The year was 734 b.c. Ahaz, king of Judah in Jerusalem, was about to be attacked by an alliance of the northern kingdom of Israel and Syria. He was frightened by the prospect of the possible end of his reign and by the invading armies that killed many people or took them as captives (2 Chronicles 28:5-21). But, as Isaiah predicted, the kingdom of Judah did not come to an end at this time. The sign of Immanuel would be a sign of deliverance.  QVLAB

Isa. 7:1-9  And it came to pass in the days of Ahaz the son of Jotham, the son of Uzziah, king of Judah, that Rezin the king of Syria, and Pekah the son of Remaliah, king of Israel, went up toward Jerusalem to war against it, but could not prevail against it. 2And it was told the house of David, saying, Syria is confederate with Ephraim. And his heart was moved, and the heart of his people, as the trees of the wood are moved with the wind. 3Then said the LORD unto Isaiah, Go forth now to meet Ahaz, thou, and Shearjashub thy son, at the end of the conduit of the upper pool in the highway of the fuller’s field; 4And say unto him, Take heed, and be quiet; fear not, neither be fainthearted for the two tails of these smoking firebrands, for the fierce anger of Rezin with Syria, and of the son of Remaliah. 5Because Syria, Ephraim, and the son of Remaliah, have taken evil counsel against thee, saying, 6Let us go up against Judah, and vex it, and let us make a breach therein for us, and set a king in the midst of it, even the son of Tabeal: 7Thus saith the Lord GOD, It shall not stand, neither shall it come to pass. 8For the head of Syria is Damascus, and the head of Damascus is Rezin; and within threescore and five years shall Ephraim be broken, that it be not a people. 9And the head of Ephraim is Samaria, and the head of Samaria is Remaliah’s son. If ye will not believe, surely ye shall not be established.
 7:1     Ahaz is king of Judah and Syria-Israel made an
alliance to war against Jerusalem.  Motive:  it is likely that Rezin and Pekah distrusted Ahaz and his feelings toward Assyria, therefore, they would want a different ruler, one who would support them from Jerusalem against Assyria.

      7:2     They were filled with fear.  Lost confidence.  Ahaz was a disobedient king and thought he would be conquered for sure.  Ephraim was leading tribe in Israel.

      7:3     Shearjashub, Isaiah's son, whose name means "a remnant shall return."
God told Isaiah to give his son this name as a reminder of his plan for mercy. From the beginning of God’s judgment he planned to restore a remnant of his people. Shear-jashub was a reminder to the people of God’s faithfulness to them. The “aqueduct” may have been the site of the Gihon Spring, located east of Jerusalem. The Gihon Spring was the main source of water for the holy city and was also the spring that emptied into Hezekiah’s famous water tunnel (2 Chronicles 32:30). The field where the cloth is bleached was a well-known place where clothing or newly woven cloth was laid in the sun to dry and whiten (see 36:2).  QVLAB
      7:4-6   don't want you to be fearful or faint-hearted but to trust in the Lord and it shall not happen.

Smoking firebrands = Not able to kindle.  The idea here is that though Pekah and Resin are making a lot of smoke (noise & threats), they will not be able to do more than that as it was not God’s will for them to be the instrument of Judah’s destruction.  Babylon would eventually be Judah’s downfall.

                 Son of Tabeal = would be a Syrian

      7:7     Lord speaks to Ahaz through the prophet, telling him it will not happen.

      7:8-9   If you believe, it will be O.K., but if you don't
believe you yourself shall not be established.

Ahaz, one of Judah’s worst kings, refused God’s help, and instead, he tried to buy aid from the Assyrians with silver and gold from the Temple (2 Kings 16:8). When the Assyrians came, they brought further trouble instead of help. In 722 b.c., Samaria, the capital of Israel, the northern kingdom, fell to the Assyrian armies, thus ending the northern kingdom.  QVLAB
      B.  OVERVIEW (10-16)

The sign of Immanuel

Isa.  7:10-16  Moreover the LORD spake again unto Ahaz, saying, 11Ask thee a sign of the LORD thy God; ask it either in the depth, or in the height above. 12But Ahaz said, I will not ask, neither will I tempt the LORD. 13And he said, Hear ye now, O house of David; Is it a small thing for you to weary men, but will ye weary my God also? 14Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel. 15Butter and honey shall he eat, that he may know to refuse the evil, and choose the good. 16For before the child shall know to refuse the evil, and choose the good, the land that thou abhorrest shall be forsaken of both her kings.
      7:10-11 Prophet says ask any sign - The sign was to strengthen their faith and would have been properly received.

      7:12    Ahaz refuses in unbelief.  His excuse was unfounded
for it was God's request that he ask for a sign.  Ahaz is demonstrating a false “spirituality” by saying he did not wish to “test the Lord”.  God naturally saw right through it as Ahaz was anything but spiritual.  

      7:13    Prophet says, look - cut the act of humbleness, I know its unbelief.  Ahaz was still leaning on his own strength.  The Prophet says, "my God", (not Ahaz’s God) showing that Ahaz was in total opposition to God.

      7:14    God gives the sign and promise of the Messiah.

                 Immanuel = God is with us.

      7:15-16    Speaking that the babe shall be a man and yet His name is “God With Us” (Emmanuel).   The child shall not come until both Israel and Syria are destroyed.

      C.  OVERVIEW (17-25)

          The danger of Assyria to Judah
1.  Ahaz who desires to invoke the aid of Assyria is warned that Assyria shall be a rod of chastisement against Him and His people.  (v. 17-20)

          
       

2.  The land shall be made bare as a by a razor. (v.20)

3.  Farming shall cease, they shall survive by keeping a few cows and sheep and through daily products and wild honey. (v.21-22)

          


4.  Thorns and thistles everywhere. (v. 23-25)

Isa. 7:17-25  The LORD shall bring upon thee, and upon thy people, and upon thy father’s house, days that have not come, from the day that Ephraim departed from Judah; even the king of Assyria. 18And it shall come to pass in that day, that the LORD shall hiss for the fly that is in the uttermost part of the rivers of Egypt, and for the bee that is in the land of Assyria. 19And they shall come, and shall rest all of them in the desolate valleys, and in the holes of the rocks, and upon all thorns, and upon all bushes. 20In the same day shall the Lord shave with a razor that is hired, namely, by them beyond the river, by the king of Assyria, the head, and the hair of the feet: and it shall also consume the beard. 21And it shall come to pass in that day, that a man shall nourish a young cow, and two sheep; 22And it shall come to pass, for the abundance of milk that they shall give he shall eat butter: for butter and honey shall every one eat that is left in the land. 23And it shall come to pass in that day, that every place shall be, where there were a thousand vines at a thousand silverlings, it shall even be for briers and thorns. 24With arrows and with bows shall men come thither; because all the land shall become briers and thorns. 25And on all hills that shall be digged with the mattock, there shall not come thither the fear of briers and thorns: but it shall be for the sending forth of oxen, and for the treading of lesser cattle.
      7:17-19   Warning of pending invasion of Judah by Assyria

                 Fly = Egypt     Bee = Assyria

Flies and bees are symbols of God’s judgment (see Exodus 23:28). Egypt and Assyria did not at this time devastate Judah. Hezekiah followed Ahaz as king, and he honored God; therefore, God held back his hand of judgment. Two more evil kings reigned before Josiah, of whom it was said that no other king turned so completely to the Lord (2 Kings 23:25). However, Judah’s doom had been sealed by the extreme evil of Josiah’s father, Amon. During Josiah’s reign, Egypt marched against the Assyrians. Josiah then declared war on Egypt, although God told him not to. After Josiah was killed (2 Chronicles 35:20-27), only weak kings reigned in Judah. The Egyptians carried off Josiah’s son, Jehoahaz, after three months. The next king, Jehoiakim, was taken by Nebuchadnezzar to Babylon. QVLAB
Egypt and Assyria severely wounded Judah, but Babylon would bring the death blow.

      7:20    Razor of hire is Assyria. You can't make an alliance 
with them as they will strip you. Assyrian King would be Tiglath - Pileser

To “shave” Judah’s hair was symbolic of total humiliation. Numbers 6:9 explains that after being defiled, a person who had been set apart for the Lord had to shave his head as part of the cleansing process. Shaving bodily hair was an embarrassment—an exposure of nakedness. For a Hebrew man to have his beard shaved was humiliating (2 Samuel 10:4, 5).  QVLAB

      7:21-22 There shall be such a desolation that a cow and two sheep shall be able to supply.

      7:23-25 The judgment - even the best vineyards will be desolate. Farmers will not be able even to cultivate the soil because of thorns.  

XIV.  Chapter 8

         A.  OVERVIEW (1-4)


 
Isaiah's second son, a sign:
          

1.  Isaiah would be a father again

          

2.  The child should be named Mahershalalhashbaz.

3.  Before the child is able to utter His first words 
(Father-Mother) Both Damascus (capital of Syria) and Samaria (capital of Israel’s northern kingdom) would be despoiled.

Isa. 8:1-4  Moreover the LORD said unto me, Take thee a great roll, and write in it with a man’s pen concerning Mahershalalhashbaz. 2And I took unto me faithful witnesses to record, Uriah the priest, and Zechariah the son of Jeberechiah. 3And I went unto the prophetess; and she conceived, and bare a son. Then said the LORD to me, Call his name Mahershalalhashbaz. 4For before the child shall have knowledge to cry, My father, and my mother, the riches of Damascus and the spoil of Samaria shall be taken away before the king of Assyria.          

      8:1     Mahershalalhashbaz, second son to Isaiah, means "making speed to the spoil hasteneth to the prey," showing the soon coming doom.  Writing on a roll shows it to be a public notice.  His name shows the closeness of coming judgment.  These verses predict the fall of Israel and Syria. Syria fell to Assyria in 732 b.c., and Israel followed in 722 b.c. 

      8:2-4   Before the child is able to cry out and speak, the northern kingdom is going to fall.  Assyria is the power that will do it under Tiglath-Pileser.

         B.  OVERVIEW (5-10)
 The Assyrian invasion will pass from Syria and Samaria into Judea, but will there be arrested.


Isa. 8:5-10  The LORD spake also unto me again, saying, 6Forasmuch as this people refuseth the waters of Shiloah that go softly, and rejoice in Rezin and Remaliah’s son; 7Now therefore, behold, the Lord bringeth up upon them the waters of the river, strong and many, even the king of Assyria, and all his glory: and he shall come up over all his channels, and go over all his banks: 8And he shall pass through Judah; he shall overflow and go over, he shall reach even to the neck; and the stretching out of his wings shall fill the breadth of thy land, O Immanuel.  9Associate yourselves, O ye people, and ye shall be broken in pieces; and give ear, all ye of far countries: gird yourselves, and ye shall be broken in pieces; gird yourselves, and ye shall be broken in pieces. 10Take counsel together, and it shall come to nought; speak the word, and it shall not stand: for God is with us.       

      8:5-8   The people are refusing peace between the kingdoms but rather rejoice in making their alliance with Syria.  Because of this I will send trouble.  So we see Assyria now going to be used to chastise.  

              
        The people = Israel.  Waters of Siloam = Judah.

                 
Waters of the river = Assyria which shall flood in on the Alliance.

                 REVIEW:
PEKAH - King of Northern Kingdom (makes alliance with Syria - King Rezin)

**AHAZ - King of the Southern Kingdom (Judah) Didn't have faith to ask for sign so went to Assyria)

**God told Ahaz since he did this, God will use Assyria and Egypt against both Ahaz and Pekah, except for Jerusalem, which withstood.  

      8:9-10  The alliance of Syria and Israel will be put down for God is with Judah.

Because the people of Judah rejected God’s kindness, choosing instead to seek help from other nations, God would punish them. We see two distinct attributes of God—his love and his wrath. To ignore his love and guidance results in sin and invites his wrath. We must recognize the consequences of our choices. God wants to protect us from bad choices, but he still gives us the freedom to make them.  QVLAB

      C.  OVERVIEW (11-17)


Grounds for Isaiah's confidence:

              1.  All nations will eventually fail if they go against God and His people.

          
   2.  Jehovah is a sanctuary to His own, and a rock of stumbling to others.

Isa. 8:11-17  For the LORD spake thus to me with a strong hand, and instructed me that I should not walk in the way of this people, saying, 12Say ye not, A confederacy, to all them to whom this people shall say, A confederacy; neither fear ye their fear, nor be afraid. 13Sanctify the LORD of hosts himself; and let him be your fear, and let him be your dread. 14And he shall be for a sanctuary; but for a stone of stumbling and for a rock of offence to both the houses of Israel, for a gin and for a snare to the inhabitants of Jerusalem. 15And many among them shall stumble, and fall, and be broken, and be snared, and be taken.  16Bind up the testimony, seal the law among my disciples. 17And I will wait upon the LORD, that hideth his face from the house of Jacob, and I will look for him.          

      8:11-13 You set apart your God and you honor and fear Him and He shall go before you in battle, by ye separate and obey and God will be with you.  Don't fear the alliance but fear God who is greater than all these nations.

Isaiah, along with most of the prophets, was viewed as a traitor because he did not support Judah’s national policies. He called the people to commit themselves first to God and then to the king. He even predicted the overthrow of the government.  QVLAB

      8:14-17 God will be a place of protection.  But if you don't trust in the Lord then judgment will come upon you, and be a snare to both Israel and Judah.  Isaiah will wait on the Lord and trust in Him while God deals with Israel as a whole.

Isaiah decided to wait for the Lord, though God had “turned away from the people of Israel.” Many of the prophecies God gave through the prophets would not come true for 700 years; others still haven’t been fulfilled. Are you willing to accept the Lord’s timing, not yours?  QVLAB
      8:18    Referring to Isaiah's children as signs.

      D.  OVERVIEW (19-22)


Isaiah suggests they follow the true God and not wizards,
etc.


Isa. 8:19-22  And when they shall say unto you, Seek unto them that have familiar spirits, and unto wizards that peep, and that mutter: should not a people seek unto their God? for the living to the dead? 20To the law and to the testimony: if they speak not according to this word, it is because there is no light in them. 21And they shall pass through it, hardly bestead and hungry: and it shall come to pass, that when they shall be hungry, they shall fret themselves, and curse their king and their God, and look upward. 22And they shall look unto the earth; and behold trouble and darkness, dimness of anguish; and they shall be driven to darkness.
      8:19    Don't understand, my children are given for a sign to this nation, yet you have turned to wizards and false gods for help.

      8:20-22 Those that trust in the gods of darkness shall be driven into darkness.

After rejecting God’s plan for them, the people of Judah would blame God for their trials. People continually blame God for their self-induced problems….  Instead of blaming God, look for ways to grow through your bad choices and failures.  QVLAB
XV.   HISTORY OF ASSYRIA AND BABYLON

      A.  Assyria (Unger's Bible Dictionary pg. 103)

             

1.  Shamshi-Adad I (1748-1716 BC)  Assyria began to spread 


as a great city state - National God Ashur.

             

2.  From 1700-1100 BC Assyria rose in power even beyond 


Babylon.

             

3.  By 1400 BC Assyria had risen to power comparable to 


Egypt on the Nile and the Hittite Empire in Asia Minor.

             

4.  With Tiglath-Pilseser I  (1114-1076 BC)  we see the 


Kingdom spread to the size it was from 1100-633 BC.

             

5.  But from 1000 to 900 BC. the Assyrian Empire did not 


expand until the rise of Ashurnasirpal II.

6.  Ashurnasirpal II (883-359 BC)  created a great war machine.

7.  Shalmaneser III (858-824 BC) inherited the war machine and fought often against Syria and Palestine; also against Ahab, King of Israel and received tribute from Jehu the son of Omri.  Shalmaneser III left the kingdom to his son:

             
       
8.  Shamis-Adad V (823-811 BC)

             

9.  Adad-Nirari III (810-783 BC) who kept Assyria strong 


but then the decline began.

             

10. Shalmaneser IV (782-773 BC)

             

11. Ashur-Dan III (772-755 BC)

             

12. Ashur-Nirari V (754-745 BC)

13. Then Tiglath-Pileser III The empire gained back its glory and conquered Babylon where he was known as Pulu (II Kings 15:19).  This warrior overran Israel and took tribute from Menahem (746-737 BC) and scattered many of his conquered peoples to various parts of his kingdom.  Soon after his death Hoshea of Israel (732-724 BC) attempted to revolt against Assyria.

             
14. The new Assyrian king Shalmaneser V (726-722 BC) laid siege to Samaria (capitol of N. Kingdom) but before it fell a new man had seized Assyrian throne.

             
15. He was Sharrukin II otherwise known as Sargon II (721-705 BC) Sargon received the glory for the fall of the northern kingdom.

             
16. In 704 BC he was succeeded by his son Sennacherib who held the throne until 681 BC and was succeeded by his son Esarhaddon (680-669 BC)  who was a great Assyrian conqueror.  His son:

             
17. Ashurbanipal was a scholar and humanist, not a warrior
 so the kingdom's  strength suffered until 612 BC when Ninevah (capitol of Assyria) fell to the Neo-Babylonian empire.

             
18. Photocopy map pg. 102 Unger's Assyrian Empire and copy 


Babylonian Empire 117  to compare.

      B.  GROWTH OF BABYLON FROM TIGLATH-PILESER III
1.  The great city of Babylon became a part of the great Assyrian Empire when Tiglath-Pileser III conquered it and became its king.

2.  Then in 689 BC the city revolted under the rule of Sennacherib who burnt it to the ground.

3.  It was rebuilt under Esarhaddon and remained a part of Assyria until Assyria's decline which was the rise of Babylon.

          (Unger's pg. 781)

4.  As Assyria began to decline the Chaldeans who lived in the south near the Persian Gulf realized the opportunity to seize power in Babylon.

5.  Nabopolassar, father of Nebuchadnezzar, seized the throne in 625 but there were many battles between the powers at play in Assyria and this new Chaldean ruler.

             

6.  Nabopolassar, along with Cyaxares, king of the Medes, 


destroyed Neneveh in 612 B.C.

7.  Nebuchadnezzar defeated Necho II of Egypt  in 605 B.C. (Unger's 782). Egypt saw the decline of Assyria and naturally wanted to regain some of its power so in 608 B.C. he left Egypt and marched up the coast penetrating inward to Esdraelon at Megiddo where Josiah (16th king of Judah) opposed him and was killed. Necho then moved to the Euphrates where at Carachemish on the Euphrates  he was met by Nebuchadnezzar in one of the all time great battles in which Necho flees and is pursued by the victor even to the border of Egypt. Nebuchadnezzar then held all of Syria and Palestine. It is likely he would have invaded Egypt but his father died and he was forced to return home to run the Government. Nebuchadnezzar was married earlier to the daughter of Cyaxares (also called Manda) which made a great political alliance between Babylon and the Medes.

8.  In 587 B.C. Jerusalem fell to Babylon and Judah became a Babylonian or Chaldean province.

9.  Nebuchadnezzar was followed by his son Amel-Marduk  562-560 B.C. who was assassinated and Neriglissar  succeeded to the throne 560-556 B.C.

10. Neriglissar's son reigned nine months after his father's death, then he too was assassinated in 556 B.C.

11. A Babylonian Noble Nabonidus came to the throne and appointed his son Belshazzar as co-regent.

12. In 539 B.C. Gobryas one of Cyrus' generals took Babylon which remained under Persian rule.  539-332 B.C., then Alexander the Great controlled it until 323 B.C.  It then passed through several hands until 641 A.D.  Babylon was conquered by the Moslem arabs.

XVI.  Chapter 9

         A.  OVERVIEW (1-7)

 Israel's trouble will end through the birth of a marvelous child.

          

1.  Rezin & Pekah will not trouble the people

                     2.  Assyria shall devour the land but she shall be broken down.

          

3.  A great light shall come to shine.


Isa. 9:1-7  Nevertheless the dimness shall not be such as was in her vexation, when at the first he lightly afflicted the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, and afterward did more grievously afflict her by the way of the sea, beyond Jordan, in Galilee of the nations. 2The people that walked in darkness have seen a great light: they that dwell in the land of the shadow of death, upon them hath the light shined. 3Thou hast multiplied the nation, and not increased the joy: they joy before thee according to the joy in harvest, and as men rejoice when they divide the spoil. 4For thou hast broken the yoke of his burden, and the staff of his shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, as in the day of Midian. 5For every battle of the warrior is with confused noise, and garments rolled in blood; but this shall be with burning and fuel of fire. 6For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. 7Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice from henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this.

      9:1-2   Talking of days of old when the land was first overrun by Syria under Benhadad in the reign of Baasha  I Ki.15:20 and a more recent invasion when God's affliction was upon them and the promise of the great light-the Messiah.

The territories of Zebulun and Naphtali represent the northern kingdom as a whole. These were also the territories where Jesus grew up and often ministered; this is why they would see “a great light.”  QVLAB
      9:3     A rejoicing because of the light, and the people shall turn to the light, Jesus the Messiah & light of the world.

      9:4     Speaks of how God will break the rod and take their yoke as He did in the day of Midian  Judges 7:19-25

      9:5     Speaking of Armageddon, we see the last war when all military equipment and sorrow will be consumed

      9:6-7   Christ shall take upon the Government of people and there shall be no more yokes of bondage.  Remember this was written 700 years before the birth of Christ.  Unto us = all of both houses of Israel.  Note His names:  which signify His many attributes.

         B.  OVERVIEW (8-21)


Threats and warnings towards kingdom of Israel as a whole. It was written before the destruction of Samaria by the Assyrians.

Even though the prophet speaks to Jacob (all of Israel) the prophecy is directed more toward the northern kingdom.

Isa. 9:8-21 The Lord sent a word into Jacob, and it hath lighted upon Israel. 9And all the people shall know, even Ephraim and the inhabitant of Samaria, that say in the pride and stoutness of heart, 10The bricks are fallen down, but we will build with hewn stones: the sycamores are cut down, but we will change them into cedars. 11Therefore the LORD shall set up the adversaries of Rezin against him, and join his enemies together; 12The Syrians before, and the Philistines behind; and they shall devour Israel with open mouth. For all this his anger is not turned away, but his hand is stretched out still. 13For the people turneth not unto him that smiteth them, neither do they seek the LORD of hosts. 14Therefore the LORD will cut off from Israel head and tail, branch and rush, in one day. 15The ancient and honourable, he is the head; and the prophet that teacheth lies, he is the tail. 16For the leaders of this people cause them to err; and they that are led of them are destroyed. 17Therefore the Lord shall have no joy in their young men, neither shall have mercy on their fatherless and widows: for every one is an hypocrite and an evildoer, and every mouth speaketh folly. For all this his anger is not turned away, but his hand is stretched out still. 18For wickedness burneth as the fire: it shall devour the briers and thorns, and shall kindle in the thickets of the forest, and they shall mount up like the lifting up of smoke. 19Through the wrath of the LORD of hosts is the land darkened, and the people shall be as the fuel of the fire: no man shall spare his brother. 20And he shall snatch on the right hand, and be hungry; and he shall eat on the left hand, and they shall not be satisfied: they shall eat every man the flesh of his own arm: 21Manasseh, Ephraim; and Ephraim, Manasseh: and they together shall be against Judah. For all this his anger is not turned away, but his hand is stretched out still.
      9:8   To all of the house of Jacob

      9:9-10  Ephraim and Samaria in their own pride says they shall build up themselves what is hewn down.

Pride made Israel think it would recover and rebuild in its own strength. Even though God made the people of Israel a nation and gave them the land they occupied, they put their trust in themselves rather than in him. Too often we take pride in our accomplishments, forgetting that it is God who has given us our resources and abilities. We may even become proud of our unique status as Christians. God is not pleased with any pride or trust in ourselves because it cuts off our contact with him.  QVLAB
      9:11    Rezin of Syria shall be overrun by Assyria. II kings 16:5-18

      9:12    Vs.12 seems to be directed towards the house of Judah. II Chron.28:5-8, 16-25

      9:13-16 This shall take place through Assyria where we see no repentance on the part of the people of Israel

      9:17-18 If we sow to flesh you reap the fire that devours.  No mercy to the young men or orphans.  The fire devours everything and great smoke shall be lifted up.  Smoke is an aftermath a result of.

      9:19-21 They are blaming one another instead of themselves. There shall be both a great physical and spiritual famine.  The tribal brothers, Manasseh and Ephraim were both Northern Kingdom, shall war against one another - see Dakes note C vs. 19.

XVII. Chapter 10

      A.  OVERVIEW (1-4)
        

End of this prophecy:

          

1.  Contains a warning to both houses

          

2.  A day of desolation

          

3.  Coming captivity

Isa. 10:1-4  Woe unto them that decree unrighteous decrees, and that write grievousness which they have prescribed; 2To turn aside the needy from judgment, and to take away the right from the poor of my people, that widows may be their prey, and that they may rob the fatherless! 3And what will ye do in the day of visitation, and in the desolation which shall come from far? to whom will ye flee for help? and where will ye leave your glory? 4Without me they shall bow down under the prisoners, and they shall fall under the slain. For all this his anger is not turned away, but his hand is stretched out still.
      10:1-4    Those who are in rule who write laws for their own profit - no inward justice just the outward form. The true motives of the people and leaders - note also the poor and needy were held with great compassion by God. Pending judgment is coming from Assyria - they are left alone.


Israel’s leaders were guilty of six things: They were (a) making unjust laws 
and (b) issuing oppressive decrees. These actions were repulsive because the Israelites were supposed to care for each other as members of God’s people redeemed from Egyptian slavery by their God. Also they were (c) depriving the poor (, “feeble, weak, helpless”) of their rights, (d) taking away justice, (e) hurting widows, and (f) robbing the fatherless. These actions, which involved 
taking advantage of people who could not defend their rights, violated God’s Law (Ex. 22:22; 23:6; Deut. 15:7-8; 24:17-18; cf. Isa. 1:17). Because of this behavior, the nation would go into captivity (10:3-4). In disaster… from afar (i.e., from Assyria) no one would help them, as they had refused to help those in need. In anger God’s judgment would fall.  BKC

God will judge unjust judges and those who make unfair laws. Those who oppress others will be oppressed themselves. It is not enough to live in a land founded on justice; each individual must deal justly with the poor and the powerless. Don’t pass your responsibility off onto your nation or even your church. You are accountable to God for what you do.  QVLAB
      B.  OVERVIEW (5-19)

          Assyria, after being God's instrument shall herself be punished:

1.  The wicked are the sword of the Lord by which He executes His 
     judgments.  Psalm 17:13

2. This fact is hid from them and they see themselves as successful 
     and strong.   

          

3.  In 5-14, we see Assyria become proud and arrogant and 

     God will bring her down.

          

4.  But not until she serves His purpose.


Isa. 10:5-19  O Assyrian, the rod of mine anger, and the staff in their hand is mine indignation. 6I will send him against an hypocritical nation, and against the people of my wrath will I give him a charge, to take the spoil, and to take the prey, and to tread them down like the mire of the streets. 7Howbeit he meaneth not so, neither doth his heart think so; but it is in his heart to destroy and cut off nations not a few. 8For he saith, Are not my princes altogether kings? 9Is not Calno as Carchemish? is not Hamath as Arpad? is not Samaria as Damascus? 10As my hand hath found the kingdoms of the idols, and whose graven images did excel them of Jerusalem and of Samaria; 11Shall I not, as I have done unto Samaria and her idols, so do to Jerusalem and her idols? 12Wherefore it shall come to pass, that when the Lord hath performed his whole work upon mount Zion and on Jerusalem, I will punish the fruit of the stout heart of the king of Assyria, and the glory of his high looks. 13For he saith, By the strength of my hand I have done it, and by my wisdom; for I am prudent: and I have removed the bounds of the people, and have robbed their treasures, and I have put down the inhabitants like a valiant man: 14And my hand hath found as a nest the riches of the people: and as one gathereth eggs that are left, have I gathered all the earth; and there was none that moved the wing, or opened the mouth, or peeped. 15Shall the axe boast itself against him that heweth therewith? or shall the saw magnify itself against him that shaketh it? as if the rod should shake itself against them that lift it up, or as if the staff should lift up itself, as if it were no wood. 16Therefore shall the Lord, the Lord of hosts, send among his fat ones leanness; and under his glory he shall kindle a burning like the burning of a fire. 17And the light of Israel shall be for a fire, and his Holy One for a flame: and it shall burn and devour his thorns and his briers in one day; 18And shall consume the glory of his forest, and of his fruitful field, both soul and body: and they shall be as when a standardbearer fainteth. 19And the rest of the trees of his forest shall be few, that a child may write them.
      10:5-11 The power is given to Assyrian ( 1. The King of Assyria  2. Anti-Christ) by God but instead of being an instrument of God he oversteps the bounds God has set for him.  Oversteps:  The Assyrian here was to deal with the Northern Kingdom but in verse 7-11 he oversteps his charge and attacks Jerusalem.  He destroys Ephraim and invades Judah, but is not allowed to go any further.

Calno, Carchemish, Hamath, Arpad, Samaria, and Damascus were cities conquered by Assyria. Assured of great victories that would enlarge their empire, the king of Assyria gave an arrogant speech. Already Assyria had conquered several cities and thought Judah would be defeated along with the others. Little did he know that they were under the mightier hand of God.  QVLAB
      10:12   This speaks of the whole work, which refers to millennium.  But also to the immediate use of Assyria to chasten Judah.  God will bring Assyria down for her pride and not recognizing God gave her the power to to conquer.

The predicted punishment of the Assyrians took place in 701 b.c., when 185,000 Assyrian soldiers were slain by the angel of the Lord (37:36, 37). Later, the Assyrian Empire fell to Babylon, never to rise again as a world power.  The Assyrians were haughty. Proud of the victories God permitted, they thought they had accomplished everything in their own power. Our perspective can also become distorted by pride in our accomplishments. If we do not acknowledge God to be in control of our life, working out his purposes, we are bound to fail.  QVLAB
      10:13   The spirit of Anti-Christ (by my strength) is in all men.

      10:14   This is still the Assyrian king, and likely comparison to the Anti-Christ who has the same spirit, showing his proud heart.

      10:15   Assyrian and Anti-Christ is the axe in God's hand, yet the axe is telling God it can do everything on its own strength.

      10:16-19
                 The Lord shall come to devour these who are fat with spoil like a consuming fire. "The glory of the forest" represents the Assyrian army which the Lord will devour until a child can count those left.  II Kings 19:35, (see Dake Bible note K pg. 689 Col 1).

Assyria’s downfall came in 612 b.c. when Nineveh, the capital city, was destroyed. Assyria had been God’s instrument of judgment against Israel, but it, too, would be judged for its wickedness. No one escapes God’s judgment against sin, not even the most powerful of nations (Psalm 2).  QVLAB
      C.  OVERVIEW (20-34)


          Consolation for the faithful:

1.  Assyria's destruction shall be eventually followed by 

     
    the return of the remnant to God.

          

2.  Judgment will have taken the bulk of the people.

          

3.  When Assyria attacks Jerusalem God will stop her short.


Isa. 10:20-34  And it shall come to pass in that day, that the remnant of Israel, and such as are escaped of the house of Jacob, shall no more again stay upon him that smote them; but shall stay upon the LORD, the Holy One of Israel, in truth. 21The remnant shall return, even the remnant of Jacob, unto the mighty God. 22For though thy people Israel be as the sand of the sea, yet a remnant of them shall return: the consumption decreed shall overflow with righteousness. 23For the Lord GOD of hosts shall make a consumption, even determined, in the midst of all the land.  24Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD of hosts, O my people that dwellest in Zion, be not afraid of the Assyrian: he shall smite thee with a rod, and shall lift up his staff against thee, after the manner of Egypt. 25For yet a very little while, and the indignation shall cease, and mine anger in their destruction. 26And the LORD of hosts shall stir up a scourge for him according to the slaughter of Midian at the rock of Oreb: and as his rod was upon the sea, so shall he lift it up after the manner of Egypt. 27And it shall come to pass in that day, that his burden shall be taken away from off thy shoulder, and his yoke from off thy neck, and the yoke shall be destroyed because of the anointing. 28He is come to Aiath, he is passed to Migron; at Michmash he hath laid up his carriages: 29They are gone over the passage: they have taken up their lodging at Geba; Ramah is afraid; Gibeah of Saul is fled. 30Lift up thy voice, O daughter of Gallim: cause it to be heard unto Laish, O poor Anathoth. 31Madmenah is removed; the inhabitants of Gebim gather themselves to flee. 32As yet shall he remain at Nob that day: he shall shake his hand against the mount of the daughter of Zion, the hill of Jerusalem. 33Behold, the Lord, the LORD of hosts, shall lop the bough with terror: and the high ones of stature shall be hewn down, and the haughty shall be humbled. 34And he shall cut down the thickets of the forest with iron, and Lebanon shall fall by a mighty one.
      10:20   Talking about how Israel leans or trusts in Anti-Christ (Assyria) who turns against them but in that day they shall turn to God and depend upon Him.

      10:21-23
                 God will make an end of His dealings with man.  Completion of the "times of the Gentiles” bringing an end to sin.  God will bring a full end to the “time of the gentiles” which is followed by the “overflowing of righteousness”, the 1000 year reign of Christ.  The true remnant will come to God and dwell in righteousness.

      10:24-25
This speaks of a future time not immediate as here Israel as a whole dwells in Zion or Jerusalem.  The Assyrian is the Anti-Christ who shall smite with a rod of chastisement and tribulation and hope to destroy you as Egypt wanted to in the time of Moses.

      10:26 The scourge is Christ who shall be a scourge (bringing destruction) to the son of perdition, Anti-Christ.  Just as God used Gideon as a scourge against the Midianites (Judges 7:25) so shall Christ bring to an end the work of Anti-christ.  Also reminding how God showed His power when He brought Israel out of Egypt and will again show his power in the destruction of Anti-Christ.

      10:27   Christ shall take the yoke off Israel by the destruction of the anti-christ.  
                           Jesus is the anointed of God.

      10:28   Speaking of the journey of Assyria and the cities they pass though on their way to Jerusalem.  His baggage is his war equipment which he leaves at Michmash which was 7 mile due north of Jerusalem.

      10:29-32
                 Speaks of all the cities the Assyrians shall pass though.

                 RAMAH = ER-RAM 6 miles north of Jerusalem

                 GIBEAH OF SAUL = about 4 miles north of Jerusalem

                 Note the inhabitants flee the cities in verses 29-32.

      10:33-34
                 Christ comes and cuts down the forest showing the laying low of the Assyrians as the cedars of Lebanon.

XVIII. Chapter 36

         OVERVIEW (Chapters 36-39)

      
Here we see history during reign of Hezekiah,  II Chronicles 32, II Kings 18:20,  we find a record of historical events.

Isa. 36:1-5  Now it came to pass in the fourteenth year of king Hezekiah, that Sennacherib king of Assyria came up against all the defenced cities of Judah, and took them. 2And the king of Assyria sent Rabshakeh from Lachish to Jerusalem unto king Hezekiah with a great army. And he stood by the conduit of the upper pool in the highway of the fuller’s field. 3Then came forth unto him Eliakim, Hilkiah’s son, which was over the house, and Shebna the scribe, and Joah, Asaph’s son, the recorder. 4And Rabshakeh said unto them, Say ye now to Hezekiah, Thus saith the great king, the king of Assyria, What confidence is this wherein thou trustest? 5I say, sayest thou, (but they are but vain words) I have counsel and strength for war: now on whom dost thou trust, that thou rebellest against me?
      36:1    Assyria has taken Samaria and the Northern Kingdom; also Judah, except for the city of Jerusalem itself (around 722 BC). 

      36:2-3  Hezekiah sends out three members of his Cabinet who speak to Rabshakeh, the representative of Sennacherib of Assyria.

      36:4-5  Hezekiah's confidence was in Egypt.  Hezekiah rebelled in refusing to pay tribute. 

Chapter 19 describes Isaiah’s prophecy of judgment upon Egypt, while chapters 30 and 31 pronounce woe on those from Judah who would ally themselves with Egypt in the face of Assyria’s impending attack. Sennacherib of Assyria was taunting Judah for trusting in Egypt. Even the Assyrians knew that Egypt could not help Judah.  QVLAB
Hezekiah put great trust in Pharaoh’s promise to help Israel against the Assyrians, but promises are only as good as the credibility of the person making them. It was Pharaoh’s word against God’s. QVLAB
Isa. 36:6-10  Lo, thou trustest in the staff of this broken reed, on Egypt; whereon if a man lean, it will go into his hand, and pierce it: so is Pharaoh king of Egypt to all that trust in him. 7But if thou say to me, We trust in the LORD our God: is it not he, whose high places and whose altars Hezekiah hath taken away, and said to Judah and to Jerusalem, Ye shall worship before this altar? 8Now therefore give pledges, I pray thee, to my master the king of Assyria, and I will give thee two thousand horses, if thou be able on thy part to set riders upon them. 9How then wilt thou turn away the face of one captain of the least of my master’s servants, and put thy trust on Egypt for chariots and for horsemen? 10And am I now come up without the LORD against this land to destroy it? the LORD said unto me, Go up against this land, and destroy it.
      36:6    Rabshakeh tells them that there is no use in trusting Egypt as they are like a broken reed.  The reed would break if it were leaned on too heavily.  That which we lean on, outside the Lord, will only be our destruction.

     36:7    Rabshakeh was mixed up here as he thought that Hezekiah tore down all the altars of their God but it was actually Hezekiah who tore down all the false idols.  So Rabshakeh says, what chance have you in trusting Hezekiah who tore down your altars?  Remember in this verse, Rabshakeh is mistaken on what altars were torn down.

      36:8    You pay me tribute and I will give you 2000 horses, but you don't even have riders for 2000 horses so how do you expect to have a chance with me.

      36:9    You can't even turn away one of our captains and his men, let alone the host of our army.

      36:10   Rabshakeh knew of the prophecy that he would destroy all these cities so here we see him very boastful, saying, "Look, God is on our side."  What he is saying is not true as we know God is going to spare the city.

The Assyrians hoped to convince the people of Judah to surrender without fighting. But Isaiah had already said that the Assyrians would not destroy Jerusalem, so the people did not need to be afraid of them (10:24-27; 29:5-8).  QVLAB
Isa. 36:11-15  Then said Eliakim and Shebna and Joah unto Rabshakeh, Speak, I pray thee, unto thy servants in the Syrian language; for we understand it: and speak not to us in the Jews’ language, in the ears of the people that are on the wall. 12But Rabshakeh said, Hath my master sent me to thy master and to thee to speak these words? hath he not sent me to the men that sit upon the wall, that they may eat their own dung, and drink their own piss with you? 13Then Rabshakeh stood, and cried with a loud voice in the Jews’ language, and said, Hear ye the words of the great king, the king of Assyria. 14Thus saith the king, Let not Hezekiah deceive you: for he shall not be able to deliver you. 15Neither let Hezekiah make you trust in the LORD, saying, The LORD will surely deliver us: this city shall not be delivered into the hand of the king of Assyria. 

     36:11   Rabshakeh is speaking in Hebrew  which the King’s representatives did not want him to do as  all the people on the walls were hearing him.  They wanted him to speak in his own language, which they also understood, so the people on the walls of Jerusalem would not understand his words.  But that was exactly what Rabshakeh  was trying to do,  as he  meant to damage the will of the Jew to fight.  

      36:12   Rabshakeh said, I have come to speak these words to everyone.  Here he ridicules and blasphemes.

      36:13-15
                 He now speaks as loud as possible to make sure the people on the wall heard every word.  His goal is to totally discourage the inhabitants, so they will surrender without a fight.  Don't let the king say to you that you will not be delivered into the hands of the Assyrians.

Isa. 36:16-17  Hearken not to Hezekiah: for thus saith the king of Assyria, Make an agreement with me by a present, and come out to me: and eat ye every one of his vine, and every one of his fig tree, and drink ye every one the waters of his own cistern; 17Until I come and take you away to a land like your own land, a land of corn and wine, a land of bread and vineyards.
      36:16-17
                 You pay me tribute and I will let you come out and live like you are in a land like your own.  Assyria expected to take Judah captive. 

Sennacherib’s representative tried yet another ploy to demoralize the people. He appealed to the starving city under siege by offering to take them to a land with plenty of food if they surrendered. The Assyrian policy for dealing with conquered nations was to resettle the inhabitants and then to move other conquered peoples into the recently conquered area. This provided manpower for their armies and prevented revolts in conquered territories.  QVLAB
Isa. 36:18-21   Beware lest Hezekiah persuade you, saying, The LORD will deliver us. Hath any of the gods of the nations delivered his land out of the hand of the king of Assyria? 19Where are the gods of Hamath and Arphad? where are the gods of Sepharvaim? and have they delivered Samaria out of my hand? 20Who are they among all the gods of these lands, that have delivered their land out of my hand, that the LORD should deliver Jerusalem out of my hand? 21But they held their peace, and answered him not a word: for the king’s commandment was, saying, Answer him not.      

36:18-21
                 Look at all these other nations.  Did their gods help them?  he is trying to compare the living God with all the false gods.  Notice the men did not say anything against the accusations of Rabshakeh as they were directed not to answer.

The king’s representative, Rabshakeh, said that the gods of the other cities he had conquered had not been able to save their people, so how could the God of Jerusalem save them? The Lord was supposedly the God of Samaria (the northern kingdom), and it fell. But the Lord was the God of Samaria in name only because the people were not worshiping him. That is why prophets foretold the fall of Samaria. But for the Lord’s own sake and for the sake of David, the Lord would rescue Jerusalem from the Assyrian army (37:35).  QVLAB
Isa. 36:22  Then came Eliakim, the son of Hilkiah, that was over the household, and Shebna the scribe, and Joah, the son of Asaph, the recorder, to Hezekiah with their clothes rent, and told him the words of Rabshakeh.
36:22   The representatives return to share what they have heard with Hezekiah.  But prior to their meeting with the King they “rent” their clothes, which means to tear them as a sign of mourning.  Thus upon seeing the men Hezekiah knows their news is not good.

XIX.  Chapter 37  -   History Continued

Isa. 37:1-5  And it came to pass, when king Hezekiah heard it, that he rent his clothes, and covered himself with sackcloth, and went into the house of the LORD. 2And he sent Eliakim, who was over the household, and Shebna the scribe, and the elders of the priests covered with sackcloth, unto Isaiah the prophet the son of Amoz. 3And they said unto him, Thus saith Hezekiah, This day is a day of trouble, and of rebuke, and of blasphemy: for the children are come to the birth, and there is not strength to bring forth. 4It may be the LORD thy God will hear the words of Rabshakeh, whom the king of Assyria his master hath sent to reproach the living God, and will reprove the words which the LORD thy God hath heard: wherefore lift up thy prayer for the remnant that is left.  So the servants of king Hezekiah came to Isaiah.
      37:1    Hezekiah also rents his clothes and then goes to prayer.  He turns to God in his weakness.  What all of us should do!

      37:2    They sent for Isaiah.  

      37:3    Its time to go into a day of battle and there is not enough strength for them to deliver themselves.  This is perhaps the beginning of wisdom, to realize the state your in and to know to whom to turn.  Here Hezekiah wisely turns to God.

      37:4-5  Isaiah, we want you to pray for us because it may be that God will have heard the blaspheming things that were said by Rabshakeh.  It is interesting that Hezekiah finally does what Isaiah has been trying to get the people to do from the very beginning, turn to and trust God who is able to deliver you from your sins.

 Isa. 37:6-13  And Isaiah said unto them, Thus shall ye say unto your master, Thus saith the LORD, Be not afraid of the words that thou hast heard, wherewith the servants of the king of Assyria have blasphemed me. 7Behold, I will send a blast upon him, and he shall hear a rumour, and return to his own land; and I will cause him to fall by the sword in his own land.  8So Rabshakeh returned, and found the king of Assyria warring against Libnah: for he had heard that he was departed from Lachish. 9And he heard say concerning Tirhakah king of Ethiopia, He is come forth to make war with thee. And when he heard it, he sent messengers to Hezekiah, saying, 10Thus shall ye speak to Hezekiah king of Judah, saying, Let not thy God, in whom thou trustest, deceive thee, saying, Jerusalem shall not be given into the hand of the king of Assyria. 11Behold, thou hast heard what the kings of Assyria have done to all lands by destroying them utterly; and shalt thou be delivered? 12Have the gods of the nations delivered them which my fathers have destroyed, as Gozan, and Haran, and Rezeph, and the children of Eden which were in Telassar? 13Where is the king of Hamath, and the king of Arphad, and the king of the city of Sepharvaim, Hena, and Ivah?     

37:6-7  Isaiah gives a prophecy of how Sennacherib will hear of a rumor of war in his own land which will cause him to leave.  The rumor concerns the King of Ethiopia.     

      37:8-9  The king of Assyria had moved to another battle and heard that Ethiopia was making war with him so Sennacherib says for Rabshakeh to go back to Hezekiah and put some pressure on him.

37:10-13 Rabshakeh reads off all the cities that have been destroyed and says, “do you really think that God shall deliver you?”  How like the Devil to attempt to create doubt or question as to God’s faithfulness.  He has been doing this since the Garden of Eden when he using the serpent said to Eve, “hath God said?….”

  Isa. 37:14-20    And Hezekiah received the letter from the hand of the messengers, and read it: and Hezekiah went up unto the house of the LORD, and spread it before the LORD. 15And Hezekiah prayed unto the LORD, saying, 16O LORD of hosts, God of Israel, that dwellest between the cherubims, thou art the God, even thou alone, of all the kingdoms of the earth: thou hast made heaven and earth. 17Incline thine ear, O LORD, and hear; open thine eyes, O LORD, and see: and hear all the words of Sennacherib, which hath sent to reproach the living God. 18Of a truth, LORD, the kings of Assyria have laid waste all the nations, and their countries, 19And have cast their gods into the fire: for they were no gods, but the work of men’s hands, wood and stone: therefore they have destroyed them. 20Now therefore, O LORD our God, save us from his hand, that all the kingdoms of the earth may know that thou art the LORD, even thou only.
37:14   Hezekiah gets the message and lays it out before the Lord.

      37:15-20  

Hezekiah prays to God.  In verse 16 he talks about the greatness of God.  In verse 17 he asks God to hear his request.  In verse 18 he recounts how the enemy of God has already achieved some success.  In verse 19 he compares the true God with the false gods that were no gods but the work of men’s hands.  Unlike the true living God to whom Hezekiah was now appealing.  Then in verse 20 he reminds God that God is their God, it is to Him that Hezekiah has turned.  And finally he gives God a reason why He should answer Hezekiah’s request, that reason not being for the preservation of Hezekiah but rather that the whole world will know that the God of Hezekiah is God and He only.

Isa. 37:21- 29  Then Isaiah the son of Amoz sent unto Hezekiah, saying, Thus saith the LORD God of Israel, Whereas thou hast prayed to me against Sennacherib king of Assyria: 22This is the word which the LORD hath spoken concerning him; The virgin, the daughter of Zion, hath despised thee, and laughed thee to scorn; the daughter of Jerusalem hath shaken her head at thee. 23Whom hast thou reproached and blasphemed? and against whom hast thou exalted thy voice, and lifted up thine eyes on high? even against the Holy One of Israel. 24By thy servants hast thou reproached the Lord, and hast said, By the multitude of my chariots am I come up to the height of the mountains, to the sides of Lebanon; and I will cut down the tall cedars thereof, and the choice fir trees thereof: and I will enter into the height of his border, and the forest of his Carmel. 25I have digged, and drunk water; and with the sole of my feet have I dried up all the rivers of the besieged places. 26Hast thou not heard long ago, how I have done it; and of ancient times, that I have formed it? now have I brought it to pass, that thou shouldest be to lay waste defenced cities into ruinous heaps. 27Therefore their inhabitants were of small power, they were dismayed and confounded: they were as the grass of the field, and as the green herb, as the grass on the housetops, and as corn blasted before it be grown up. 28But I know thy abode, and thy going out, and thy coming in, and thy rage against me. 29Because thy rage against me, and thy tumult, is come up into mine ears, therefore will I put my hook in thy nose, and my bridle in thy lips, and I will turn thee back by the way by which thou camest.      

37:21-22
                  Here we see the prophet acknowledge that God had heard Hezekiah’s prayer to God against Sennacherib.  This shows us that there is a time to pray against our enemies.  In the NT we are told to “love our enemies” but even in doing so we can pray against their wicked devices, and for the salvation of their souls.  The virgin is Israel, who is now laughing at Assyria because he has overstepped his bounds and  therefore it will be Assyria and not Judah whom is about to reap the wrath of God.

      37:23-29
                 God speaks to the King of Assyria and tells him he has overstepped his bounds and God is going to take care of him.  It was a custom to put a ring in the nose of an animal to subdue him, bring him into subjection as they would lead the animal about by a rope attached to the ring in his nose.  Also Assyria was known for putting a ring in the lip of its captives to which a string was attached.  The king could then hold the strings in his left hand while putting the eyes of the prisoner out with a spear held in his right hand.

Isa. 37:30-38  And this shall be a sign unto thee, Ye shall eat this year such as groweth of itself; and the second year that which springeth of the same: and in the third year sow ye, and reap, and plant vineyards, and eat the fruit thereof. 31And the remnant that is escaped of the house of Judah shall again take root downward, and bear fruit upward: 32For out of Jerusalem shall go forth a remnant, and they that escape out of mount Zion: the zeal of the LORD of hosts shall do this. 33Therefore thus saith the LORD concerning the king of Assyria, He shall not come into this city, nor shoot an arrow there, nor come before it with shields, nor cast a bank against it. 34By the way that he came, by the same shall he return, and shall not come into this city, saith the LORD. 35For I will defend this city to save it for mine own sake, and for my servant David’s sake. 36Then the angel of the LORD went forth, and smote in the camp of the Assyrians a hundred and fourscore and five thousand: and when they arose early in the morning, behold, they were all dead corpses. 37So Sennacherib king of Assyria departed, and went and returned, and dwelt at Nineveh. 38And it came to pass, as he was worshipping in the house of Nisroch his god, that Adrammelech and Sharezer his sons smote him with the sword; and they escaped into the land of Armenia: and Esarhaddon his son reigned in his stead.
37:30   God gives Hezekiah a sign that He is their God by Himself bringing up crops two years in a row for them without their sowing seed.

      37:31-32
Speaking of the remnant which will bare good fruit unlike the vineyard that God planted to bring forth good fruit but instead brought forth wild grapes, sour.

      37:33-35
God says He will defend Jerusalem.  Not even an arrow shall be shot against the city.  

God would defend Jerusalem for the sake of his own honor and for David’s sake in remembrance of his promise to David. The Assyrians had insulted God. They would not be his instrument to punish Jerusalem. What Jerusalem could not possibly do, God would do for it. God is prepared to do the impossible if we trust him enough to ask.  QVLAB
      37:36-38
                 The Assyrian army is destroyed by an angel-185,000 killed in one night.  Sennacherib returns to Ninevah where he is killed by his sons while he is worshipping his god.  

XX.   Chapter 38  -  History continued

Isa. 38:1-8  In those days was Hezekiah sick unto death. And Isaiah the prophet the son of Amoz came unto him, and said unto him, Thus saith the LORD, Set thine house in order: for thou shalt die, and not live. 2Then Hezekiah turned his face toward the wall, and prayed unto the LORD, 3And said, Remember now, O LORD, I beseech thee, how I have walked before thee in truth and with a perfect heart, and have done that which is good in thy sight. And Hezekiah wept sore. 4Then came the word of the LORD to Isaiah, saying, 5Go, and say to Hezekiah, Thus saith the LORD, the God of David thy father, I have heard thy prayer, I have seen thy tears: behold, I will add unto thy days fifteen years. 6And I will deliver thee and this city out of the hand of the king of Assyria: and I will defend this city. 7And this shall be a sign unto thee from the LORD, that the LORD will do this thing that he hath spoken; 8Behold, I will bring again the shadow of the degrees, which is gone down in the sun dial of Ahaz, ten degrees backward. So the sun returned ten degrees, by which degrees it was gone down.
     38:1    Hezekiah is about 39 years old now.  Told he will soon die.

      38:2-5  Hezekiah turns to God concerning his righteousness and asks God to remember his walk of truth and heart after God.  God speaks to Isaiah that Hezekiah will have 15 more years.

      38:6-8  His is given a sign that the sun dial will go back 10 degrees.

Isa. 38:9-22  The writing of Hezekiah king of Judah, when he had been sick, and was recovered of his sickness: 10I said in the cutting off of my days, I shall go to the gates of the grave: I am deprived of the residue of my years. 11I said, I shall not see the LORD, even the LORD, in the land of the living: I shall behold man no more with the inhabitants of the world. 12Mine age is departed, and is removed from me as a shepherd’s tent: I have cut off like a weaver my life: he will cut me off with pining sickness: from day even to night wilt thou make an end of me. 13I reckoned till morning, that, as a lion, so will he break all my bones: from day even to night wilt thou make an end of me. 14Like a crane or a swallow, so did I chatter: I did mourn as a dove: mine eyes fail with looking upward: O LORD, I am oppressed; undertake for me. 15What shall I say? he hath both spoken unto me, and himself hath done it: I shall go softly all my years in the bitterness of my soul. 16O Lord, by these things men live, and in all these things is the life of my spirit: so wilt thou recover me, and make me to live. 17Behold, for peace I had great bitterness: but thou hast in love to my soul delivered it from the pit of corruption: for thou hast cast all my sins behind thy back. 18For the grave cannot praise thee, death can not celebrate thee: they that go down into the pit cannot hope for thy truth. 19The living, the living, he shall praise thee, as I do this day: the father to the children shall make known thy truth. 20The LORD was ready to save me: therefore we will sing my songs to the stringed instruments all the days of our life in the house of the LORD. 21For Isaiah had said, Let them take a lump of figs, and lay it for a plaster upon the boil, and he shall recover. 22Hezekiah also had said, What is the sign that I shall go up to the house of the LORD?      

38:9-20 The petitions in his prayer show that before  what God added he was not expecting an after-life with God.

Hezekiah realized that his prayer brought deliverance and forgiveness. His words “the dead cannot praise you” may reveal that he was unaware of the blessedness of the future life for those who trust in God (57:1, 2), or he may have meant that dead bodies cannot praise God. In either case, Hezekiah knew that God had spared his life, so in his poem Hezekiah praises God. Hezekiah recognized the good that came from his bitter experience.  QVLAB
38:21-22
                 A healing came and the great boil that was on him was healed.

XXI.  Chapter 39  -  History continued

Isa. 39:1-8  At that time Merodachbaladan, the son of Baladan, king of Babylon, sent letters and a present to Hezekiah: for he had heard that he had been sick, and was recovered. 2And Hezekiah was glad of them, and showed them the house of his precious things, the silver, and the gold, and the spices, and the precious ointment, and all the house of his armour, and all that was found in his treasures: there was nothing in his house, nor in all his dominion, that Hezekiah showed them not. 3Then came Isaiah the prophet unto king Hezekiah, and said unto him, What said these men? and from whence came they unto thee? And Hezekiah said, They are come from a far country unto me, even from Babylon. 4Then said he, What have they seen in thine house? And Hezekiah answered, All that is in mine house have they seen: there is nothing among my treasures that I have not showed them.  5Then said Isaiah to Hezekiah, Hear the word of the LORD of hosts: 6Behold, the days come, that all that is in thine house, and that which thy fathers have laid up in store until this day, shall be carried to Babylon: nothing shall be left, saith the LORD. 7And of thy sons that shall issue from thee, which thou shalt beget, shall they take away; and they shall be eunuchs in the palace of the king of Babylon. 8Then said Hezekiah to Isaiah, Good is the word of the LORD which thou hast spoken. He said moreover, For there shall be peace and truth in my days.      

39:1    Just after the Assyrian situation  we see the kings of Babylon making presents to the now recovered Hezekiah.

Merodach-baladan, a Babylonian prince, was planning a revolt against Assyria and was forming an alliance. He probably hoped to convince Hezekiah to join this alliance against Assyria. Hezekiah, feeling honored by this attention and perhaps feeling some sympathy for their proposal, showed the Babylonian envoys his treasures. But Isaiah warned the king not to trust Babylon. Someday they would turn on Judah and devour Jerusalem’s wealth.  QVLAB
      39:2    Hezekiah shows foolishness here.  As they were spies.

      39:3-6  Hezekiah has revealed all to Babylon without seeking counsel of the Lord.  Now Babylon shall take all your wealth.  We do the same thing when good times are about.  We often conduct our lives without seeking God simply because all is well.  We need to depend on the Lord in all times and all things.

What was so wrong about showing these Babylonians around? Hezekiah failed to see that the Babylonians would become his next threat and that they, not the Assyrians, would conquer his city. When Isaiah told him that Babylon would someday carry it all away, this was an amazing prophecy because Babylon was struggling for independence under Assyria. Hezekiah’s prideful display of his earthly treasures brought its own consequences (2 Kings 25; Daniel 1:1, 2). His response (39:8) may seem a bit shortsighted, but he simply was expressing gratitude for the blessing from God that peace would reign during his lifetime and that God’s judgment would not be more severe.  QVLAB
      39:7-8  Hezekiah realizes he make a mistake and puts it all in God's hands.  Prophecy here of Hezekiah's sons which he does not have yet.  
(See Dake Bible note Ap.710).

Here Hezekiah was grateful that God would preserve peace during his reign. As soon as Hezekiah died, the nation rushed back to its sinful ways under the leadership of Manasseh, Hezekiah’s son. He actually rebuilt the centers of idolatry his father had destroyed.  QVLAB
XXII. Chapter 40

      Chapter 40 begins what is termed as the New Testament of Isaiah.

         A.  OVERVIEW (1-8)


         Isaiah begins with opening remarks.  He has resigned himself to:

          

1.  God's true spoiler is to be Babylon not Assyria.

          

2.  The people will enter captivity. 

         

3.  He chooses to comfort them by preaching:

          


a.  Israel's recovering by faith out of sin.

          


b.  Israel's escape from bondage.

The book of Isaiah makes a dramatic shift at this point. The following chapters discuss the majesty of God, who is coming to rule the earth and judge all people. God will reunite Israel and Judah and restore them to glory. Instead of warning the people of impending judgment, Isaiah here comforts them. Chapter 40 refers to the restoration after the Exile. Cyrus is the instrument of their deliverance from Babylon. Isaiah also foretells a time when “Babylon”—the future evil world system—will be destroyed and the persecution of God’s people will end.  QVLAB

Isa. 40:1-8  Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, saith your God. 2Speak ye comfortably to Jerusalem, and cry unto her, that her warfare is accomplished, that her iniquity is pardoned: for she hath received of the LORD’S hand double for all her sins.  3The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the LORD, make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 4Every valley shall be exalted, and every mountain and hill shall be made low: and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough places plain: 5And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together: for the mouth of the LORD hath spoken it. 6The voice said, Cry. And he said, What shall I cry? All flesh is grass, and all the goodliness thereof is as the flower of the field: 7The grass withereth, the flower fadeth: because the spirit of the LORD bloweth upon it: surely the people is grass. 8The grass withereth, the flower fadeth: but the word of our God shall stand for ever.
      40:1-2  This is not yet come but shall be fulfilled after Armageddon.  This is a comfort to the people. 

Judah still had 100 years of trouble before Jerusalem would fall, then 70 years of exile. So God tells Isaiah to speak tenderly and to comfort Jerusalem.  QVLAB
      40:3-5  This is reference to John the Baptist in future, but here the voice is Isaiah.  Luke 3:4-6 

Preparing a straight, smooth road means removing obstacles and rolling out the red carpet for the coming of the Lord. The desert is a picture of life’s trials and sufferings. We are not immune to these, but our faith need not be hindered by them. Isaiah told people to prepare to see God work. John the Baptist used these words as he challenged the people to prepare for the coming Messiah (Matthew 3:3).  QVLAB

      40:6-8  Almost identical to I Pet. 1:24-25.  Before we can get anything from God we have to realize our helplessness.

People are compared here to grass and flowers that wither away. We are mortal, but God’s Word is eternal and unfailing. Public opinion changes and is unreliable, but God’s Word is constant. Only in God’s eternal Word will we find lasting solutions to our problems and needs.  QVLAB
      B.  OVERVIEW (9-11)


Isaiah directs the prophets to proclaim the good tidings of Israel's restoration.

Isa. 40:9-11  O Zion, that bringest good tidings, get thee up into the high mountain; O Jerusalem, that bringest good tidings, lift up thy voice with strength; lift it up, be not afraid; say unto the cities of Judah, Behold your God! 10Behold, the Lord GOD will come with strong hand, and his arm shall rule for him: behold, his reward is with him, and his work before him. 11He shall feed his flock like a shepherd: he shall gather the lambs with his arm, and carry them in his bosom, and shall gently lead those that are with young.
      40:9-10 They are to be messengers of the Word of God before the first advent. Remember:  the Jews will preach the Good News in the future as 144,000 are sealed in the day of tribulation as witnesses for God.

      40:11   God is a shepherd to those who seek His heart, but a judge to those set themselves against the Lord.  Here we see the caring shepherd looking after his own.  Jesus is called:  a shepherd, the good shepherd, the Great Shepherd, and the head Shepherd.

      C.  OVERVIEW (12-31)


God's might compared to the weakness of man and idols.


Isa. 40:12-31  Who hath measured the waters in the hollow of his hand, and meted out heaven with the span, and comprehended the dust of the earth in a measure, and weighed the mountains in scales, and the hills in a balance? 13Who hath directed the Spirit of the LORD, or being his counsellor hath taught him? 14With whom took he counsel, and who instructed him, and taught him in the path of judgment, and taught him knowledge, and showed to him the way of understanding? 15Behold, the nations are as a drop of a bucket, and are counted as the small dust of the balance: behold, he taketh up the isles as a very little thing. 16And Lebanon is not sufficient to burn, nor the beasts thereof sufficient for a burnt offering. 17All nations before him are as nothing; and they are counted to him less than nothing, and vanity.

18To whom then will ye liken God? or what likeness will ye compare unto him? 19The workman melteth a graven image, and the goldsmith spreadeth it over with gold, and casteth silver chains. 20He that is so impoverished that he hath no oblation chooseth a tree that will not rot; he seeketh unto him a cunning workman to prepare a graven image, that shall not be moved. 21Have ye not known? have ye not heard? hath it not been told you from the beginning? have ye not understood from the foundations of the earth? 22It is he that sitteth upon the circle of the earth, and the inhabitants thereof are as grasshoppers; that stretcheth out the heavens as a curtain, and spreadeth them out as a tent to dwell in: 23That bringeth the princes to nothing; he maketh the judges of the earth as vanity. 24Yea, they shall not be planted; yea, they shall not be sown: yea, their stock shall not take root in the earth: and he shall also blow upon them, and they shall wither, and the whirlwind shall take them away as stubble. 25To whom then will ye liken me, or shall I be equal? saith the Holy One. 26Lift up your eyes on high, and behold who hath created these things, that bringeth out their host by number: he calleth them all by names by the greatness of his might, for that he is strong in power; not one faileth.

27Why sayest thou, O Jacob, and speakest, O Israel, My way is hid from the LORD, and my judgment is passed over from my God? 28Hast thou not known? hast thou not heard, that the everlasting God, the LORD, the Creator of the ends of the earth, fainteth not, neither is weary? there is no searching of his understanding. 29He giveth power to the faint; and to them that have no might he increaseth strength. 30Even the youths shall faint and be weary, and the young men shall utterly fall: 31But they that wait upon the LORD shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint.          

      40:12-14    

                 Look, man is small, God is great.  Who is there that could give God counsel?  NO ONE!

      40:15   Compared to God all we know and see are like nothing.

      40:16   There is not enough animals in the whole forest of Lebanon to please God in sacrifice.

      40:17-18
                 What can you compare God to on earth?  Nothing matches His greatness.

Isaiah describes God’s power to create, his provision to sustain, and his presence to help. God is almighty and all-powerful; but even so, he cares for each of us personally. No person or thing can be compared to God (40:25). We describe God as best we can with our limited knowledge and language, but we only limit our understanding of him and his power when we compare him to what we experience on earth.  QVLAB
      40:19-20
                 What is on earth to compare to My glory?  You can't build anything to equal My glory.

      40:21-22
                 I sit upon the circle of the earth and dwell in the heavens.  You are as grasshoppers to me.  Bible pointed to the earth being round (circle of the earth) long before man accepted it to be so.

      40:23-24
                 All your plans to preserve yourself are all in vain as God is the only one that can establish eternity.

      40:25-28
                 We need to put our minds on God and go to Him for understanding.

40:29-31   He is ready to give us strength.  Even the greatest we can come up with on earth is nothing.  If we anchor to the Lord there is nothing that we can't overcome.

Waiting on the Lord is the patient expectation that God will fulfill his promises in his Word and strengthen us to rise above life’s difficulties. It means to completely trust in God.  QVLAB
XXIII. Chapter 41

      A.  OVERVIEW (Chapter 41-48)

          Speaks of recovery from sin and bondage to Babylon

      B.  OVERVIEW (41:1-7)

Announcement of the deliverance and its effect on other nations.

Isa. 41:1-7  Keep silence before me, O islands; and let the people renew their strength: let them come near; then let them speak: let us come near together to judgment. 2Who raised up the righteous man from the east, called him to his foot, gave the nations before him, and made him rule over kings? he gave them as the dust to his sword, and as driven stubble to his bow. 3He pursued them, and passed safely; even by the way that he had not gone with his feet. 4Who hath wrought and done it, calling the generations from the beginning? I the LORD, the first, and with the last; I am he. 5The isles saw it, and feared; the ends of the earth were afraid, drew near, and came. 6They helped every one his neighbour; and every one said to his brother, Be of good courage. 7So the carpenter encouraged the goldsmith, and he that smootheth with the hammer him that smote the anvil, saying, It is ready for the soldering: and he fastened it with nails, that it should not be moved.          
      41:1-4    God's command to nations as He is going to bring judgment.   One is to be raised up by the Lord to conquer.  Believed to be Cyrus.    God has established all generations.

      41:5-7  The continents (nations) coming together to help one another.  Built themselves idols in which to trust, to no avail.  God will be with Cyrus and he will accomplish God’s will.

      C.  OVERVIEW (8-20)

          Promise of God's support and protection during their captivity.

Isa. 41:8-20  But thou, Israel, art my servant, Jacob whom I have chosen, the seed of Abraham my friend. 9Thou whom I have taken from the ends of the earth, and called thee from the chief men thereof, and said unto thee, Thou art my servant; I have chosen thee, and not cast thee away.

10Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be not dismayed; for I am thy God: I will strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of my righteousness. 11Behold, all they that were incensed against thee shall be ashamed and confounded: they shall be as nothing; and they that strive with thee shall perish. 12Thou shalt seek them, and shalt not find them, even them that contended with thee: they that war against thee shall be as nothing, and as a thing of nought. 13For I the LORD thy God will hold thy right hand, saying unto thee, Fear not; I will help thee. 14Fear not, thou worm Jacob, and ye men of Israel; I will help thee, saith the LORD, and thy redeemer, the Holy One of Israel. 15Behold, I will make thee a new sharp threshing instrument having teeth: thou shalt thresh the mountains, and beat them small, and shalt make the hills as chaff. 16Thou shalt fan them, and the wind shall carry them away, and the whirlwind shall scatter them: and thou shalt rejoice in the LORD, and shalt glory in the Holy One of Israel. 17When the poor and needy seek water, and there is none, and their tongue faileth for thirst, I the LORD will hear them, I the God of Israel will not forsake them. 18I will open rivers in high places, and fountains in the midst of the valleys: I will make the wilderness a pool of water, and the dry land springs of water. 19I will plant in the wilderness the cedar, the shittah tree, and the myrtle, and the oil tree; I will set in the desert the fir tree, and the pine, and the box tree together: 20That they may see, and know, and consider, and understand together, that the hand of the LORD hath done this, and the Holy One of Israel hath created it.
      41:8-9  Calling to Israel giving them the confidence that He is with them.     

      41:10-13
                 Even when it seems I am far from you I am with you.  I will bring your enemies to nothing.  We need to keep in mind  as believers in Christ that God chose us before we knew about him.  Therefore, I can put my trust in His ability to keep me and that which I commit to Him.

      41:14-15   The worm refers to the core of life within as man is sinful, but God is their redeemer.  God will raise Israel up as a threshing instrument.

      41:16-17
                 God again assures Israel that He is with them.  If they seek God they shall find Him.  After they have sought everywhere else to no avail, God will hear them & show Himself and not forsake them.

      41:18-20
                 When we seek the Lord there shall be a fountain in the valley the place of His blessing.

      D.  OVERVIEW (21-29)

Confrontation between Jehovah & His followers on one side and the idols and their followers on the other hand.


Isa. 41:21-29  Produce your cause, saith the LORD; bring forth your strong reasons, saith the King of Jacob. 22Let them bring them forth, and show us what shall happen: let them show the former things, what they be, that we may consider them, and know the latter end of them; or declare us things for to come. 23Show the things that are to come hereafter, that we may know that ye are gods: yea, do good, or do evil, that we may be dismayed, and behold it together. 24Behold, ye are of nothing, and your work of nought: an abomination is he that chooseth you. 25I have raised up one from the north, and he shall come: from the rising of the sun shall he call upon my name: and he shall come upon princes as upon mortar, and as the potter treadeth clay. 26Who hath declared from the beginning, that we may know? and beforetime, that we may say, He is righteous? yea, there is none that showeth, yea, there is none that declareth, yea, there is none that heareth your words. 27The first shall say to Zion, Behold, behold them: and I will give to Jerusalem one that bringeth good tidings. 28For I beheld, and there was no man; even among them, and there was no counsellor, that, when I asked of them, could answer a word. 29Behold, they are all vanity; their works are nothing: their molten images are wind and confusion.
      41:21-22
                 Let the idol produce.  Let the idol bring forth 
something.

      41:23-24
                 Idols are dead.  They can't do anything.  Anyone who chooses an idol is an abomination.

      41:25-27
Dake Bible says, “From the north seems to contrict from the east (41:2) but there is no discrepancy.  Cyrus was from the east of Palestine where Isaiah made the prediction.  What this verse says is that he would come upon the princes from the north; and this is what he did in conquering Babylon.  He first conquered all of Asia Minor and then moved southward against Babylon, as recorded in history.  He was born in Persia, east of Palestine but his conquest of Babylon was from the north.”

      41:28-29                

Israel was surrounded by many nations whose gods supposedly had special powers, such as helping crops grow and providing victory in war. These gods, however, failed to deliver. A god with limited or no power at all is not really a god. When we are tempted to put our trust in something other than the living God—money, career, family, or even military power—we should stop and ask some serious questions. Will it come through? Will it unfailingly provide what I am looking for? God delivers. When he makes a promise, he keeps it. He is completely trustworthy.  QVLAB
XXIV. Chapter 45

      A.  OVERVIEW (1-7)


God's will announced to Cyrus. 

This is the only place in the Bible where a Gentile ruler is said to be “anointed.” God is the power over all rulers, and he anoints whom he chooses for his special tasks. Cyrus’s kingdom spread across 2,000 miles (the largest of any empire then known), including the territories of both the Assyrian and the Babylonian Empires. Why did God anoint Cyrus? Because God had a special task for him to do for Israel. Cyrus would allow God’s city, Jerusalem, to be rebuilt, and he would set the exiles free without expecting anything in return. Few kings of Israel or Judah had done as much for God’s people as Cyrus would.  QVLAB
Isa. 45:1-7  Thus saith the LORD to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I have holden, to subdue nations before him; and I will loose the loins of kings, to open before him the two leaved gates; and the gates shall not be shut; 2I will go before thee, and make the crooked places straight: I will break in pieces the gates of brass, and cut in sunder the bars of iron: 3And I will give thee the treasures of darkness, and hidden riches of secret places, that thou mayest know that I, the LORD, which call thee by thy name, am the God of Israel. 4For Jacob my servant’s sake, and Israel mine elect, I have even called thee by thy name: I have surnamed thee, though thou hast not known me.

5I am the LORD, and there is none else, there is no God beside me: I girded thee, though thou hast not known me: 6That they may know from the rising of the sun, and from the west, that there is none beside me. I am the LORD, and there is none else. 7I form the light, and create darkness: I make peace, and create evil: I the LORD do all these things.
      45:1-3  Speaks of the literal city of Babylon.  When Cyrus, 
King of Persia, took Babylon he did so by having his army side-track the river so they could march in under the city gates that were over the river and conquer Babylon.  Cyrus did this somewhere around 520 BC.   

                 It was during their Babylonian captivity that Israel learned  the foolishness of worshipping idols.

       45:4    Cyrus' name was chosen before his birth.  Named almost 200 years before he carried out this prophecy.  He was to overthrow Babylon & send Jews back to rebuild Jerusalem.

      45:5-7  God reemphasizes that He alone is God, and beside Him there is no other.  The word "evil" in V.7 is "RA" meaning calamity.  God did not create evil, it came as a result of the fall of Lucifer &  man.  Man brings calamity upon Himself but God often uses it for His purpose.

      B.  OVERVIEW (8-13)

Results of Israel's deliverance.

Israel warned not to question God's methods.


Isa. 45:8-13  Drop down, ye heavens, from above, and let the skies pour down righteousness: let the earth open, and let them bring forth salvation, and let righteousness spring up together; I the LORD have created it. 9Woe unto him that striveth with his Maker! Let the potsherd strive with the potsherds of the earth. Shall the clay say to him that fashioneth it, What makest thou? or thy work, He hath no hands? 10Woe unto him that saith unto his father, What begettest thou? or to the woman, What hast thou brought forth?

11Thus saith the LORD, the Holy One of Israel, and his Maker, Ask me of things to come concerning my sons, and concerning the work of my hands command ye me. 12I have made the earth, and created man upon it: I, even my hands, have stretched out the heavens, and all their host have I commanded. 13I have raised him up in righteousness, and I will direct all his ways: he shall build my city, and he shall let go my captives, not for price nor reward, saith the LORD of hosts.
      45:8-9  God's desire is to bring blessing but where is the obedient & submissive heart.  Who is the potsherd (a piece of broken pottery) to lift up his voice against its maker.  The pot cannot tell the potter what to do.  This is a reoccurring theme in Isaiah.  God is looking for obedient & submissive hearts that are willing to function in the body as God places us.  Even a broken “potsherd” can become useful in the hands of God but it must first be broken to fulfill its particular purpose.

      45:10   A small child questioning his parents is similar to what Israel is doing.

      45:11-13
                 God's omnipotence is proclaimed.  Cyrus releases those that wished to go back and rebuild Jerusalem.  Thus the Jews that were captive in Babylon are released to rebuild and those whom God stirred to return left but others had grown old or accustom to life in Babylon and stayed.    See Ezra 1:1-4.

D.  OVERVIEW (14-25)

Conversion of Gentiles as a result of Israel's restoration and salvation.
Isa. 45:14-25  Thus saith the LORD, The labour of Egypt, and merchandise of Ethiopia and of the Sabeans, men of stature, shall come over unto thee, and they shall be thine: they shall come after thee; in chains they shall come over, and they shall fall down unto thee, they shall make supplication unto thee, saying, Surely God is in thee; and there is none else, there is no God. 15Verily thou art a God that hidest thyself, O God of Israel, the Saviour. 16They shall be ashamed, and also confounded, all of them: they shall go to confusion together that are makers of idols. 17But Israel shall be saved in the LORD with an everlasting salvation: ye shall not be ashamed nor confounded world without end. 18For thus saith the LORD that created the heavens; God himself that formed the earth and made it; he hath established it, he created it not in vain, he formed it to be inhabited: I am the LORD; and there is none else. 19I have not spoken in secret, in a dark place of the earth: I said not unto the seed of Jacob, Seek ye me in vain: I the LORD speak righteousness, I declare things that are right.

20Assemble yourselves and come; draw near together, ye that are escaped of the nations: they have no knowledge that set up the wood of their graven image, and pray unto a god that cannot save. 21Tell ye, and bring them near; yea, let them take counsel together: who hath declared this from ancient time? who hath told it from that time? have not I the LORD? and there is no God else beside me; a just God and a Saviour; there is none beside me. 22Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth: for I am God, and there is none else. 23I have sworn by myself, the word is gone out of my mouth in righteousness, and shall not return, That unto me every knee shall bow, every tongue shall swear. 24Surely, shall one say, in the LORD have I righteousness and strength: even to him shall men come; and all that are incensed against him shall be ashamed. 25In the LORD shall all the seed of Israel be justified, and shall glory.
      45:14   He has tried to show them how He loves them more than idols and how He shall deal with them.  Their enemies shall be overcome and come before Israel proclaiming the God of Israel as the one true God.

      45:15   His plans are hid from men but not He Himself.

45:16-17  All other nations shall be put to shame for trusting in idols and so shall Israel for awhile, but then Israel shall put away her idols and be restored.

      45:18-19
                 Everything I have said I have said in the open.  God is able to back up His word to us.  Only doubt & unbelief can keep us from the promises of God.

      45:20-25

                 Some fantastic promises that God has spoken and made clear - what idol can do such.  Vs. 22 - salvation call unto the whole earth.

XXV.  Chapter 50 

      This chapter may well be parts of Isaiah's utterances that are here put into one section.

      A.  OVERVIEW (1-3)

Isa. 50:1-3Thus saith the LORD, Where is the bill of your mother’s divorcement, whom I have put away? or which of my creditors is it to whom I have sold you? Behold, for your iniquities have ye sold yourselves, and for your transgressions is your mother put away. 2Wherefore, when I came, was there no man? when I called, was there none to answer? Is my hand shortened at all, that it cannot redeem? or have I no power to deliver? behold, at my rebuke I dry up the sea, I make the rivers a wilderness: their fish stinketh, because there is no water, and dieth for thirst. 3I clothe the heavens with blackness, and I make sackcloth their covering.

          Rebuke to exiles for feeling wholly rejected

      50:1   God never gave a bill of divorcement.  God = husband or father.  Israel = mother.  Jews = children.  You have divorced me by your own sin.

God promised to fight for Israel, but Israel sold itself into sin. Israel had caused its own problems. The people of Israel forgot God and trusted in other countries to help them. God did not reject Israel, but Israel rejected God.  QVLAB
      50:2-3  No man has the power to redeem like God does through the Messiah.

 
B.  OVERVIEW (4-9)

Further information on the servant of the Lord


Isa. 50:4-9  The Lord GOD hath given me the tongue of the learned, that I should know how to speak a word in season to him that is weary: he wakeneth morning by morning, he wakeneth mine ear to hear as the learned. 5The Lord GOD hath opened mine ear, and I was not rebellious, neither turned away back. 6I gave my back to the smiters, and my cheeks to them that plucked off the hair: I hid not my face from shame and spitting. 7For the Lord GOD will help me; therefore shall I not be confounded: therefore have I set my face like a flint, and I know that I shall not be ashamed. 8He is near that justifieth me; who will contend with me? let us stand together: who is mine adversary? let him come near to me. 9Behold, the Lord GOD will help me; who is he that shall condemn me? lo, they all shall wax old as a garment; the moth shall eat them up.
      50:4    In the Hebrew the word learner is discipline, which talks about Christ going through the things we do and yet remaining perfect.  He knows our feelings and just how to minister to our needs.

      50:5    Christ always listens to the Father and did not rebel.  Ready and willing to yield.     “He came not to do His own will, but the will of Him who sent Him.”

      50:6    Christ remained true to the Father and did not rebel.
Didn't even hide his face when spat upon.  He allowed his back to be beaten and hair plucked from his beard.

      50:7    Christ's strength was in the Father and His final victory was because of His trusting the Father.  We are so often unwilling to suffer the trial because we fail to envision God's purpose - we need to trust Him through the trial of our faith.

      50:8-9  Christ will overcome every obstacle because He is dependent on the Father.

C.  OVERVIEW (10-11)   

Encouragement and warning to weak believers

Isa. 50:10-11  Who is among you that feareth the LORD, that obeyeth the voice of his servant, that walketh in darkness, and hath no light? let him trust in the name of the LORD, and stay upon his God. 11Behold, all ye that kindle a fire, that compass yourselves about with sparks: walk in the light of your fire, and in the sparks that ye have kindled. This shall ye have of mine hand; ye shall lie down in sorrow.
      50:10-11   People are completely in darkness and God would give them light if they would walk in faith.  They want to walk in their own light which are mere sparks.  This will only bring them trouble.

If we walk by our own light and reject God’s, we become self-sufficient, and the result of self-sufficiency is torment. When we place confidence in our own intelligence, appearance, or accomplishments instead of in God, we risk torment later when these strengths fade.  QVLAB
XXVI. Chapter 53

OVERVIEW -  

Prophecy of the suffering and the exaltation of Christ.

Isa. 53:1-5  Who hath believed our report? and to whom is the arm of the LORD revealed? 2For he shall grow up before him as a tender plant, and as a root out of a dry ground: he hath no form nor comeliness; and when we shall see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him. 3He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief: and we hid as it were our faces from him; he was despised, and we esteemed him not.  4Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. 5But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed.
     53:1    The question is who is it that will believe?  Who accepts the report given by 
                the prophets which was inspired by God? The Jews we know rejected the 
                report.

      53:2    Christ is God's tender plant and is protected by Him. Christ grew up out of a root of dry ground (Israel).  To God He is a precious plant but to man He is as a root out of dry ground and not desired by man as men rejected Christ and the beauty that was His.  Christ's beauty was in spiritual things, the things of the inner man, not the outward things that man is so apt to concentrate on.  A type is the Tabernacle, which was very plain on the outside but held much beauty and wealth on the inside.  We know little of Christ's outward appearance.

      53:3-4  Christ's was despised and hated by the very ones he came to save as they could not stand the things He said.  Christ came to take God's wrath on Himself for us.  Yet man said He suffered God's wrath because He was a demon, etc.

      53:5    He suffered for our transgressions.  Christ suffered God's wrath that should have been dealt out to man.  He was cut and wounded for us that we could have healing.

Isa. 53:6-12  All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of us all. 7He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth: he is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his mouth. 8He was taken from prison and from judgment: and who shall declare his generation? for he was cut off out of the land of the living: for the transgression of my people was he stricken. 9And he made his grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death; because he had done no violence, neither was any deceit in his mouth.

10Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise him; he hath put him to grief: when thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin, he shall see his seed, he shall prolong his days, and the pleasure of the LORD shall prosper in his hand. 11He shall see of the travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied: by his knowledge shall my righteous servant justify many; for he shall bear their iniquities. 12Therefore will I divide him a portion with the great, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong; because he hath poured out his soul unto death: and he was numbered with the transgressors; and he bare the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors.
      53:6    Two strikes against us:

                 
a.  We have all gone astray

                 
b.  We have each turned to our own way

                 Yet the last part of the verse takes both strikes away 
from us as “the Lord laid on Him the iniquity of us all.”

      53:7    Christ did not defend Himself as He knew their hearts and knew they were full of sin.

      53:8    Speaks of the injustice of His whole trial as Christ spent no time in prison and received no righteous judgment.  Christ bore all of man's sin.

      53:9    Christ died with the wicked (two thieves) yet He was buried in a rich man's tomb, while the criminals were thrown in the city refuse heap.  The rich man's tomb was a symbol of the justification of Christ by the Father.

      53:10   The Father dealt with Christ in judgment.  It was not just the body being sacrificed but His soul also as Christ became sin to where God could not look upon Him.  It speaks also of the “prolonging of his days” in reference to the resurrection of Christ and the “pleasure of the Lord” in the redemption of God’s creation through the sacrifice of Christ.

      53:11   The word travail showing the pains of birth which Christ suffered to give us birth.

                53:12   Man did not see Christ as great but God shall give Him blessing and Christ 
shall spoil the powerful and wicked because of  His victory on the cross.


XXVII. Chapter 58
      OVERVIEW (1-12)
Formalism rebuked and instructions are given with respect to fasting.  This chapter concerns fasting, see also Matthew 6: 16-18.  Note:  There is a reward that goes with fasting.

Isa. 58:1-12  Cry aloud, spare not, lift up thy voice like a trumpet, and show my people their transgression, and the house of Jacob their sins. 2Yet they seek me daily, and delight to know my ways, as a nation that did righteousness, and forsook not the ordinance of their God: they ask of me the ordinances of justice; they take delight in approaching to God.

3Wherefore have we fasted, say they, and thou seest not? wherefore have we afflicted our soul, and thou takest no knowledge? Behold, in the day of your fast ye find pleasure, and exact all your labours. 4Behold, ye fast for strife and debate, and to smite with the fist of wickedness: ye shall not fast as ye do this day, to make your voice to be heard on high. 5Is it such a fast that I have chosen? a day for a man to afflict his soul? is it to bow down his head as a bulrush, and to spread sackcloth and ashes under him? wilt thou call this a fast, and an acceptable day to the LORD? 6Is not this the fast that I have chosen? to loose the bands of wickedness, to undo the heavy burdens, and to let the oppressed go free, and that ye break every yoke? 7Is it not to deal thy bread to the hungry, and that thou bring the poor that are cast out to thy house? when thou seest the naked, that thou cover him; and that thou hide not thyself from thine own flesh?

8Then shall thy light break forth as the morning, and thine health shall spring forth speedily: and thy righteousness shall go before thee; the glory of the LORD shall be thy rereward. 9Then shalt thou call, and the LORD shall answer; thou shalt cry, and he shall say, Here I am. If thou take away from the midst of thee the yoke, the putting forth of the finger, and speaking vanity; 10And if thou draw out thy soul to the hungry, and satisfy the afflicted soul; then shall thy light rise in obscurity, and thy darkness be as the noonday: 11And the LORD shall guide thee continually, and satisfy thy soul in drought, and make fat thy bones: and thou shalt be like a watered garden, and like a spring of water, whose waters fail not. 12And they that shall be of thee shall build the old waste places: thou shalt raise up the foundations of many generations; and thou shalt be called, The repairer of the breach, The restorer of paths to dwell in.
      58:1-2  The people are showing righteousness but it is outward.  Again, God is only interested in relationship, not form.  

      58:3-5    We have fasted but you show us no attention.  How come?    Their fast was not the kind that God had chosen.    The Jews were making a big demonstration of their fast.

      58:6-8    The true fast is to pray for those around us who have need of our help.  When you fast, don't make it an empty practice.  Let's put our faith into works.     If we fast with the right intention and in the right way, God will answer us and lift us up and be our guard.

      58:9    I will answer your prayers if you will quit putting the blame on other people.

      58:10-12   We can see here the blessing in fasting even when times are rough God 
                       will bless us.

Isa. 58:13-14  If thou turn away thy foot from the sabbath, from doing thy pleasure on my holy day; and call the sabbath a delight, the holy of the LORD, honourable; and shalt honour him, not doing thine own ways, nor finding thine own pleasure, nor speaking thine own words: 14Then shalt thou delight thyself in the LORD; and I will cause thee to ride upon the high places of the earth, and feed thee with the heritage of Jacob thy father: for the mouth of the LORD hath spoken it.
      58:13   They were fasting for themselves and their own pleasure which is wrong.

      58:14   When we fast and pray in the right way God will honor it.  Fasting and prayer go together.  We are also reminded to remember the sabbath, a day of rest away from the normal activities of life to take delight in the Lord.

EZEKIEL

XXVIII. Background
      A.  NAME - "God will strengthen"  Key to the book.

      B.  FAMILY - The son of a priest named Buzi
      C.  PERSONAL HISTORY
Ezekiel was taken captive in the captivity of Jehoiachin when he was take prisoner by Nebuchadnezzar, 11 years before the destruction of Jerusalem and a few years after the 1st deportation of the Jews, thus this could be referred to as a second deportation of which there were 3: 

1st  in the 4th yr. of Jehoiakim when Daniel & the 3 Hebrews were taken along with temple vessels and an indefinite number of people.  2 Ki. 24:1-6;  
2 Chron. 36:6-8

2nd when Jehoiachin was taken prisoner, Ezekiel was also a part of this deportation and temple treasurers.  2 Ki. 24:10-16; Ezek. 1:2 (Ezekiel most likely dates from the time of Jehoiachin because that was when he went to Babylon as well.); 2Chron. 36:10

3rd when Zedekiah was defeated by Nebuchadnezzar, and the rest of the people were taken.  It was from this point that the 70 yrs of captivity are counted.  2 Chron. 36:13-21; 2 Ki. 25:1-17

                 1.  He settled on the banks of the Chebar River of Babylon.

          
      2.  The vision was received on the banks of the river.

                3.  He was married, 24:18; wife died suddenly of an unforeseen stroke.

          
     4.  He had a house of his own while in exile, 8:1.

     5.  He was held in high esteem and often consulted by the elders (8:1; 11:25; 

14:1; 20:1).

6. His mission extended over 22 years.  593-571 b.c.
Ezekiel, born and raised in the land of Judah, was preparing to become a priest in God’s Temple when the Babylonians attacked in 597 b.c. and carried him away along with 10,000 other captives (2 Kings 24:10-14). The nation was on the brink of complete destruction. Five years later, when Ezekiel was 30 (the normal age for becoming a priest), God called him to be a prophet. During the first six years when Ezekiel ministered in Babylonia (1:3), Jeremiah was preaching to the Jews still in Judah, and Daniel was serving in Nebuchadnezzar’s court. The Kebar or Chebar River connected to the Euphrates in Babylonia and was the location of a Jewish settlement of exiles.  QVLAB
      D.  CHARACTER
          

1.  Very firm willed

                  
2.  Devoted to adherence of religious rites and ceremonies.


3.  He was very willing to endure hardship if it could serve as a lesson to 

the people he loved. 

      E.  HIS PURPOSE

1.  To comfort the captives in Babylon while at the same time       
      helping them to understand that the captivity would not be short.

2. He directed his prophecies explaining why they were in captivity, 

     and that Jehovah was justified in bringing them into captivity.

3. His purpose was to show the people that the Lord God was truly their God and that they needed to depend on Him.

4. He also speaks of Israel's restoration, a message of hope.  

While Ezekiel was ministering in Babylon, predicting the coming collapse of Jerusalem, his message fell on deaf ears till word of the city’s destruction was received in Babylon. The fall of the city prompted a change in Ezekiel’s prophetic message. Before Jerusalem fell, Ezekiel’s message focused on Judah’s forthcoming destruction because of her sin. After Jerusalem’s fall, Ezekiel’s message centered on Judah’s future restoration.

5. That the neighboring nations will be judged.

6. Over 30 times it is said "they shall know that I am God."
      F.  OUTLINE OF EZEKIEL

          1.  THE CONTENTS

              a.  Introduction:  Ezekiel's call and commission, 1:1-3:27.

          
    b.  PART I  Prophecies against Judah and Jerusalem, 4:1-24:27.

               c.  PART II  Prophecies against surrounding nations, 25:1-32:32.

                  (1.)  Against Amon,  25:1-7

                  (2.)  Against Moab,  25:8-11

                  (3.)  Against Edom,  25:12-14

                  (4.)  Against Philistia,  25:15-17

                  (5.)  Against Tyre,  26:1-28:19

                  (6.)  Against Sidon, 28:20-26

                  (7.)  Against Egypt, 29:1-32:32

          d.  PART III   Prophecies of Israel's final restoration, 33:1-48:35.

                  (I)  Events preceding the restoration, 33:1-39:29.

                      (A) Wicked purged out, 33:1-33

                      (B) False shepherds give way to True shepherd, 34:1-31.

                      (C) Restoration of land, 36:1-15.

                      (D) Restoration of the people, 36:16-37:28.

                      (E) Judgment of enemies, 38:1-39:24

                      (F) Vision of the restored nation, 39:25-29

                 (II)  Worship in the Kingdom, 40-48:35.

                      (A) Millennial temple, 40:1-43:27.

                      (B) Millennial worship, 44:1-46:24.

                      (C) Millennial land, 47:1-48:35.

      G.  Introduction 

          

1.  Ezekiel and Jeremiah lived at the same time, for a short time.

2.  He went into captivity when he was 25 years old and his ministry lasted 22 years.

          


3.  He, as Jeremiah, was a priest called to be a prophet.

4.  There were two major deportations with minor deportations, and Ezekiel was among the first ones deported into Babylon.  The upper class people were deported first.

5.  Daniel was contemporary with Ezekiel and Daniel lived in Babylon.  We find Ezekiel 50 miles away from Babylon at the River Chebar.

6.  The people still don't realize that their captivity is because of judgment.

          


7.  Ezekiel uses the following in his writing:

              


a.  Symbols.

              


b.  Panomimes.

              


c.  Visions.

              


d.  Parables.

              


e.  Poems

              


f.  Proverbs.

              


g.  Prophecy.

          


8.  His message:

              


a.  Against sin in the nations.

              


b.  A call to repentance.

              


c.  God's blessing.

9.  Babylon was the seat of idolatry and Israel was 
involved in it also so God brought them to the place where they would get sick of it, and since Babylon, idolatry has not been in Israel.  Now it is hardness of heart.

10. The pivot of this book is the siege of Jerusalem aligned according to their place in relationship to the siege.

              


a.  Chapters 1-24    - Pre-siege

              


b.  Chapters 25-32   - involve the siege

              


c.  Chapters 33-48   - Post-siege

11. Ezekiel opens with a heavenly vision and glory of God; in the closing we see the glory on the earth.

XXIX. Scripture Study

      A.  Chapter 1 

Ezek. 1:1-5  Now it came to pass in the thirtieth year, in the fourth month, in the fifth day of the month, as I was among the captives by the river of Chebar, that the heavens were opened, and I saw visions of God. 2In the fifth day of the month, which was the fifth year of king Jehoiachin’s captivity, 3The word of the LORD came expressly unto Ezekiel the priest, the son of Buzi, in the land of the Chaldeans by the river Chebar; and the hand of the LORD was there upon him.

4And I looked, and, behold, a whirlwind came out of the north, a great cloud, and a fire infolding itself, and a brightness was about it, and out of the midst thereof as the colour of amber, out of the midst of the fire. 5Also out of the midst thereof came the likeness of four living creatures. And this was their appearance; they had the likeness of a man.
      1:1     Ezekiel was among the captives at the River Chebar. 
It is believed that the number 30 years is relating to his age at the time.  This was also the age of John the Baptist and Jesus when they began their earthly ministry.  “Ezekiel had been taken into captivity with King Jehoiachin in March of 597. He was one of the exiles who had been resettled by the Kebar River—a canal off the Euphrates River that flowed to the east of Babylon. BKC”
God communicated to Ezekiel in visions. A vision is a miraculous revelation of God’s truth. These visions seem strange to us because they are apocalyptic. This means that Ezekiel saw symbolic pictures that vividly conveyed an idea. Daniel and John were other Bible writers who used apocalyptic imagery. The people in exile had lost their perspective of God’s purpose and presence, and Ezekiel came to them with a vision from God to show God’s awesome glory and holiness and to warn the exiles of sin’s consequences before it was too late.

Ezekiel’s latest dated message from God (29:17) was given in 571 b.c. He was taken captive during the second Babylonian invasion of Judah in 597 b.c. The Babylonians invaded Judah a third and final time in 586 b.c., completely destroying Jerusalem, burning the Temple, and deporting the rest of the people (see 2 Kings 25). Ezekiel dates all his messages from the year he was taken captive (597). His first prophecy to the exiles occurred four years after he arrived in the land of Babylon (593 b.c.).  QVLAB

1:2-3   Five years and five months after the captivity, the prophet gets his call from God.  “The hand of the Lord described Ezekiel’s mandate for his ministry. He was not acting on his own initiative but was constrained by God to minister, a fact detailed later (3:12-27). BKC”
      1:4     Here Ezekiel sees the glory of God.

In this first vision, God called Ezekiel to be a prophet (see 2:5). Nothing in Ezekiel’s previous experience had prepared him for such a display of God’s glorious presence and power. The huge cloud flashed with lightning and was surrounded by a brilliant light. From the fire in the cloud came four living beings. They showed Ezekiel that Jerusalem’s coming destruction was God’s punishment of Judah for its sins. (These living beings are also seen in Revelation 4:6, 7.)

When Ezekiel received this vision, he was far away from the Temple in Jerusalem, the physical symbol of God’s presence. Through this vision, he learned that God is present everywhere and that God’s activities in heaven are shaping the events on earth.  QVLAB

1:5     Ezekiel spotted four living creatures in the midst of the fire. These beings are identified in chapter 10 as cherubim, a special order of angelic beings. They have special access to God (28:14, 16) and are bearers of God’s throne-chariot. On the tabernacle’s ark of the covenant, gold images of cherubim, with outstretched wings, guarded the mercy seat where the glory of the Lord dwelt (Ex. 25:17-22; Num. 7:89). God was “enthroned between the cherubim” of the ark of the covenant (1 Sam. 4:4; 2 Sam. 6:2; Pss. 80:1; 99:1; Isa. 37:16). This place where God was enthroned was called “the chariot” (1 Chron. 28:18). Since the earthly tabernacle and temple were a copy of the heavenly reality (Heb. 8:5), Ezekiel’s vision was of the actual throne-chariot of God, borne by cherubim.  BKC

Ezek. 1:6-12  And every one had four faces, and every one had four wings. 7And their feet were straight feet; and the sole of their feet was like the sole of a calf’s foot: and they sparkled like the colour of burnished brass. 8And they had the hands of a man under their wings on their four sides; and they four had their faces and their wings. 9Their wings were joined one to another; they turned not when they went; they went every one straight forward. 10As for the likeness of their faces, they four had the face of a man, and the face of a lion, on the right side: and they four had the face of an ox on the left side; they four also had the face of an eagle. 11Thus were their faces: and their wings were stretched upward; two wings of every one were joined one to another, and two covered their bodies. 12And they went every one straight forward: whither the spirit was to go, they went; and they turned not when they went.
      1:6-12  Ezekiel describes the four living creatures.  Here they have four faces.  We know that the number four has to do with the earth, so it would seem that they have something to do with God's dealing with earth. 

              The four faces represent Jesus Christ as:

              

1.  LION   - Lion of Judah - the Perfect King  (Matthew)

              

2.  MAN    - the Perfect Man  (Luke)

              

3.  OX     - The Perfect Servant  (Mark)

              

4.  EAGLE  - Perfect in Deity.
 (John)

              Note the creatures always go straight which shows they know exactly where they are going.

Ezek. 1:13-19  As for the likeness of the living creatures, their appearance was like burning coals of fire, and like the appearance of lamps: it went up and down among the living creatures; and the fire was bright, and out of the fire went forth lightning. 14And the living creatures ran and returned as the appearance of a flash of lightning.15Now as I beheld the living creatures, behold one wheel upon the earth by the living creatures, with his four faces. 16The appearance of the wheels and their work was like unto the colour of a beryl: and they four had one likeness: and their appearance and their work was as it were a wheel in the middle of a wheel. 17When they went, they went upon their four sides: and they turned not when they went. 18As for their rings, they were so high that they were dreadful; and their rings were full of eyes round about them four. 19And when the living creatures went, the wheels went by them: and when the living creatures were lifted up from the earth, the wheels were lifted up.
      1:13-14 They had great brightness and lightening bolts come out from them.  Their   movement was as lightening.

1:15-19 These creatures deal with the earth and are about God's throne and they reveal the omniscience, omnipresence and omnipotence of God as He is all complete with nothing lacking.  


The wheels sparkled with a yellow-green glow.  The two wheels for each cherub were unusual in shape; one wheel intersected another wheel at right angles. Thus they could roll in four directions without being turned and could move with the cherubim. Their great awesome ( v. 22) height added to their fearful design. This awesomeness was enhanced by the rims of the wheels being full of eyes all around. This unusual feature probably pictures divine omniscience ( 2 Chron. 16:9; Prov. 15:3), the eyes representing the all-seeing nature of the One who rides on this throne-chariot.  BKC
    Ezek. 1:20-28  Whithersoever the spirit was to go, they went, thither was their spirit to go; and the wheels were lifted up over against them: for the spirit of the living creature was in the wheels. 21When those went, these went; and when those stood, these stood; and when those were lifted up from the earth, the wheels were lifted up over against them: for the spirit of the living creatures was in the wheels. 22And the likeness of the firmament upon the heads of the living creature was as the colour of the terrible crystal, stretched forth over their heads above. 23And under the firmament were their wings straight, the one toward the other: every one  had two, which covered on this side, and every one had two, which covered on that side, their bodies. 24And when they went, I heard the noise of their wings, like the noise of great waters, as the voice of the Almighty, the voice of speech, as the noise of an host: when they stood, they let down their wings. 25And there was a voice from the firmament that was over their heads, when they stood, and had let down their wings.  26And above the firmament that was over their heads was the likeness of a throne, as the appearance of a sapphire stone: and upon the likeness of the throne was the likeness as the appearance of a man above upon it. 27And I saw as the colour of amber, as the appearance of fire round about within it, from the appearance of his loins even upward, and from the appearance of his loins even downward, I saw as it were the appearance of fire, and it had brightness round about. 28As the appearance of the bow that is in the cloud in the day of rain, so was the appearance of the brightness round about. This was the appearance of the likeness of the glory of the LORD. And when I saw it, I fell upon my face, and I heard a voice of one that spake.
      1:20-26 Everywhere the spirit of God moves they move.  

1:27-28.  As the cherubim came to a halt and the sound of their wings stopped, Ezekiel became aware of another sound. It was a voice from above the expanse over their heads. This was the voice of God seated on the throne. As Ezekiel 
instinctively glanced upward in the direction of the voice, he saw above the 
expanse what looked like a throne of sapphire. “Sapphire”  an azure-blue stone, prized since ancient times. It is cut and polished for ornamental purposes. 

Seated on this shining blue throne was Someone who looked like a man. 
Ezekiel’s gaze was drawn first to the upper part of His body and then to the 
lower part. Though Ezekiel could describe the cherubim in detail, all he could 
say of God was that He looked like glowing metal and fire. The splendor of His 
glory was so bright that Ezekiel could see only His form before he was forced to 
look down. Ezekiel then noticed a radiance surrounding the vision. It looked 
like… a rainbow. The multi-splendored colors of the rainbow were refracted 
from the blazing light of God’s glory. The Apostle John described the same 
beauty in his vision of God’s throne in heaven (Rev. 4:3). BKC
      B.  Chapter 2
Ezek. 2:1-4  And he said unto me, Son of man, stand upon thy feet, and I will speak unto thee. 2And the spirit entered into me when he spake unto me, and set me upon my feet, that I heard him that spake unto me. 3And he said unto me, Son of man, I send thee to the children of Israel, to a rebellious nation that hath rebelled against me: they and their fathers have transgressed against me, even unto this very day. 4For they are impudent children and stiffhearted. I do send thee unto them; and thou shalt say unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD.
      2:1-4   Here we see Ezekiel being given his commission and the spirit of God coming into Him.  

              Micah 3:8 "I am full of power by the spirit of the Lord."  God never sends anyone at His own charge or to act in his own strength, much less to be guided by his own wisdom.  Already Ezekiel has seen visions and felt the power of the spirit with in him. 


Rather than acknowledging God’s judgment and confessing their sins, the Jewish exiles viewed their time in Babylon as a temporary setback that would be alleviated by their soon return to Jerusalem. They refused to admit their sin or to believe the threat of impending judgment on their disobedient nation.  BKC
Ezek. 2:5-10  And they, whether they will hear, or whether they will forbear, (for they are a rebellious house,) yet shall know that there hath been a prophet among them.  6And thou, son of man, be not afraid of them, neither be afraid of their words, though briers and thorns be with thee, and thou dost dwell among scorpions: be not afraid of their words, nor be dismayed at their looks, though they be a rebellious house. 7And thou shalt speak my words unto them, whether they will hear, or whether they will forbear: for they are most rebellious. 8But thou, son of man, hear what I say unto thee; Be not thou rebellious like that rebellious house: open thy mouth, and eat that I give thee. 9And when I looked, behold, an hand was sent unto me; and, lo, a roll of a book was therein; 10And he spread it before me; and it was written within and without: and there was written therein lamentations, and mourning, and woe.
      2:5-10  He is told to go to a rebellious house and proclaim the message and not to worry about what they say.  The message here is God's message, not his own. 

Ezekiel’s task was to declare God’s Word. Whether they responded was the people’s own responsibility. But in the end (when the events did transpire), they would know that a prophet had been in their midst. BKC
He was to eat a roll (written on both sides) like John in Rev. 10. 


The message consisted of words of lament and mourning and woe. This accurately summarizes the contents of Ezekiel 4-32. It does not, however, reflect the latter part of the book, in which the prophet spoke of Israel’s restoration. This could explain, in part, why Ezekiel was recommissioned (chap. 33)—the content of his message was substantially changed after his message of woe was fulfilled. BKC
The measure of Ezekiel’s success would not be how well the people responded, but how well he obeyed God and thus fulfilled God’s purpose for him. Isaiah and Jeremiah also prophesied with little positive response (see Isaiah 6:9-12; Jeremiah 1:17-19). God’s truth does not depend on how people respond. God will not judge us for how well others respond to our faith but for how faithful we have been. God always gives us the strength to accomplish what he asks us to do.  QVLAB
Ancient books were usually scrolls, one page (up to 30 feet long) rolled up simultaneously from both ends. Normally, scrolls had writing on only one side. But in this case, the warnings overflowed to the scroll’s other side, showing the full measure of judgment about to descend on Judah.  QVLAB
      C.  Chapter 3
Ezek. 3:1-3  Moreover He said to me, “Son of man, eat what you find; eat this scroll, and go, speak to the house of Israel.” 2So I opened my mouth, and He caused me to eat that scroll.  3And He said to me, “Son of man, feed your belly, and fill your stomach with this scroll that I give you.” So I ate, and it was in my mouth like honey in sweetness.
      3:1-3   Compare what happens here when Ezekiel is told to eat the scroll and in the book of the Revelation, when John is told to eat the scroll.  Some teachers question whether Ezekiel ate the roll in his vision, or in actual life.  Compare this with John's experience in Rev. 10.  

              (Jer. 15:16; Matt. 4:4)  Note that only as we feed on the Word can we become strong in the Lord.  The prophet first seems to take the word into his mouth, but does not seem to swallow it.  In this he was like many of us who have a certain head knowledge of or an acquaintance with the truth of the Scripture, but have never really made it our own.  Ezekiel was told "Son of Man cause thy belly to eat."  God wants the truth to be in our inward parts.  It is only as the food enters the inward parts that it becomes the true nourishment that we need.  

Ezek. 3:4-7  Then He said to me: “Son of man, go to the house of Israel and speak with My words to them. 5For you are not sent to a people of unfamiliar speech and of hard language, but to the house of Israel, 6not to many people of unfamiliar speech and of hard language, whose words you cannot understand. Surely, had I sent you to them, they would have listened to you. 7But the house of Israel will not listen to you, because they will not listen to Me; for all the house of Israel are impudent and hard-hearted.
      3:4-7   God is not sending you to a people who are foreign to you, but rather God sends Ezekiel to his own people who will not hear him as they don't even want to listen to God.  

                 It was Ezekiel's business to proclaim the message.  Results were left up to God.  We speak by the illumination that we receive.  God's Word will not return void.  More light carries more responsibility on the hearer and on the person who presents it.  


The nation’s malady extended to the whole house of Israel. This does not imply that every Israelite had rejected God, for Habakkuk, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and Daniel were all ministering faithfully. God was referring to all parts of Israel rather than every Israelite. Rebellion had made its way into the royal household, the temple, the courts of justice, and into every city and town in the land. Though individuals here and there were still responding to the Lord, the nation as a whole had turned from Him. BKC
Ezek. 3:8-9  Behold, I have made your face strong against their faces, and your forehead strong against their foreheads. 9Like adamant stone, harder than flint, I have made your forehead; do not be afraid of them, nor be dismayed at their looks, though they are a rebellious house.”

      3:8-9   God shall help the prophet to have a resistance so that the people do not get to him.  God supplies the strength that we need to face whatever difficulty.  Ezekiel's job was a thankless one.  We see the suffering of God's people here made their hearts even harder, as they despised the chastening of the Lord and profited nothing by their experience.  Furthermore, in Hebrews 12 we can read what the chastening of God should accomplish in our lives and compare that to the response of Israel because of the hardness of their heart.  

Ezek 3:10-15  Moreover He said to me: “Son of man, receive into your heart all My words that I speak to you, and hear with your ears. 11And go, get to the captives, to the children of your people, and speak to them and tell them, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD,’ whether they hear, or whether they refuse.”

12Then the Spirit lifted me up, and I heard behind me a great thunderous voice: “Blessed is the glory of the Lord from His place!” 13I also heard the noise of the wings of the living creatures that touched one another, and the noise of the wheels beside them, and a great thunderous noise. 14So the Spirit lifted me up and took me away, and I went in bitterness, in the heat of my spirit; but the hand of the Lord was strong upon me. 15Then I came to the captives at Tel Abib, who dwelt by the River Chebar; and I sat where they sat, and remained there astonished among them seven days.
      3:10-14 God has called Ezekiel to a great task and again reaffirms Ezekiel’s calling.  It is God's desire that his Word be in Ezekiel's heart.  The Spirit lifts Ezekiel up as Ezekiel has showed the weakness of his own might in the presence of Almighty God.  Keep in mind that during the O.T. the Holy Spirit did not dwell in believers, but did at times come upon certain ones for a period of time while they served God.   In vs. 14 we see the prophet angered by the condition of God’s people and the hardness of their hearts.

      3:15    Here we see that Ezekiel confirms by his actions that he was overwhelmed by his experience.  For a week he considered his experience and task.  He didn't take God's calling lightly, and just as the Scripture says in the NT, that we should not enter in until we first count the cost, Ezekiel had to do that very same thing.  The period of seven days was the period of morning for the dead.  Perhaps he was morning for the spiritually dead of his countrymen.

Ezek 3:16-21  Now it came to pass at the end of seven days that the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 17“Son of man, I have made you a watchman for the house of Israel; therefore hear a word from My mouth, and give them warning from Me: 18When I say to the wicked, ‘You shall surely die,’ and you give him no warning, nor speak to warn the wicked from his wicked way, to save his life, that same wicked man shall die in his iniquity; but his blood I will require at your hand. 19Yet, if you warn the wicked, and he does not turn from his wickedness, nor from his wicked way, he shall die in his iniquity; but you have delivered your soul.

20“Again, when a righteous man turns from his righteousness and commits iniquity, and I lay a stumbling block before him, he shall die; because you did not give him warning, he shall die in his sin, and his righteousness which he has done shall not be remembered; but his blood I will require at your hand. 21Nevertheless if you warn the righteous man that the righteous should not sin, and he does not sin, he shall surely live because he took warning; also you will have delivered your soul.”
      3:16-19 God appointed him a watchman for the house of Israel. “Watchman” is used several times of prophets (Isa. 56:10; Jer. 6:17; Hosea 9:8). Watchmen were stationed on city walls, hilltops, or specially designed watchtowers. A watchman was to be on the alert for approaching enemies and warn the city’s people of any impending attack. This gave city dwellers outside the walls an opportunity to seek protection and gave the people time to secure the gates and man the defenses.  BKC
Like Ezekiel we are to be watchman and warn the people of their sins.   The same is our responsibility when God moves upon us to speak to someone about their soul; we must or else their blood shall be on our hands.  Ezekiel was responsible to share the truth.  Paul made the statement, "I take you to witness that I am free from the blood of all men."  In other words, Paul kept his responsibility to share the Truth.  

      3:20-21 It is clear that once we warn an individual then their blood is their own responsibility.  Our responsibility is only to warn them.

God would hold Ezekiel responsible for his fellow Jews if he failed to warn them of the consequences of their sins. All people are individually responsible to God, but believers have a special responsibility to warn unbelievers of the consequences of rejecting God. If we fail to do this, God will hold us responsible for what happens to them. This should motivate us to begin sharing our faith with others—in word and deed—and to avoid becoming callous or unconcerned in our attitude.  QVLAB

Ezek 3:22-27  And the hand of the LORD was there upon me; and he said unto me, Arise, go forth into the plain, and I will there talk with thee. 23Then I arose, and went forth into the plain: and, behold, the glory of the LORD stood there, as the glory, which I saw by the river of Chebar: and I fell on my face. 24Then the spirit entered into me, and set me upon my feet, and spake with me, and said unto me, Go, shut thyself within thine house. 25But thou, O son of man, behold, they shall put bands upon thee, and shall bind thee with them, and thou shalt not go out among them: 26And I will make thy tongue cleave to the roof of thy mouth, that thou shalt be dumb, and shalt not be to them a reprover: for they are a rebellious house. 27But when I speak with thee, I will open thy mouth, and thou shalt say unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD; He that heareth, let him hear; and he that forbeareth, let him forbear: for they are a rebellious house.
      3:22-23 He rises again and beholds the glory of God and fall to his face.

Ezekiel falls on his face 6 times in the book, 3:23, 1:28, 9:8, 11:13, 43:3, 44:4.  Note the Spirit again enters into him to empower him.

      3:24-27 It shall be very difficult for him to minister, yet God shall give him the words.  And that way he will not do it all in his own strength.  Examine Ezekiel's relationship.  God constantly made Him aware of his own worthlessness outside of being used as a servant of God.  He was to do nothing in the power of His own flesh.  Everything was to be "Thus saith the Lord Jehovah."  In other words if God didn’t say it to Ezekiel, he did not say it to the people.

     D.  Chapter 4
Ezek 4:1-5  Thou also, son of man, take thee a tile, and lay it before thee, and portray upon it the city, even Jerusalem: 2And lay siege against it, and build a fort against it, and cast a mount against it; set the camp also against it, and set battering rams against it round about. 3Moreover take thou unto thee an iron pan, and set it for a wall of iron between thee and the city: and set thy face against it, and it shall be besieged, and thou shalt lay siege against it. This shall be a sign to the house of Israel. 4Lie thou also upon thy left side, and lay the iniquity of the house of Israel upon it: according to the number of the days that thou shalt lie upon it thou shalt bear their iniquity. 5For I have laid upon thee the years of their iniquity, according to the number of the days, three hundred and ninety days: so shalt thou bear the iniquity of the house of Israel.
      4:1-2   It is a warning of the coming siege. Here Ezekiel acts out the coming events as he is to draw on the clay tablet what is to take place with Jerusalem.  So Ezekiel acts out here a mock siege as there comes a time when God must deal with sin.  It was important that each detail be done to God’s specifications exactly.  Often we overlook some of the seemingly minor points in God’s Word but this is wrong just as it would have been wrong for Ezekiel to only do the part that he felt was most important.  If God didn’t want us to do it, he would not have told us to do so.

Because Jerusalem was a well-fortified city, it would take Babylon months to capture it. The purpose of a siege was to starve out the enemies and wear them down by halting their flow of food, supplies, and weapons.  In depicting the attack on Jerusalem, Ezekiel may have used small wooden 
models or clods of dirt to represent the army of Babylon circling the city and laying siege to it. He first erected siege works against his “city.” These were earthen towers or walls of dirt erected all around Jerusalem. They protected the offensive army from arrows fired from the wall and gave the attackers additional height from which to shoot arrows over the city wall.  Ezekiel was also to build a ramp up to the brick city. The ramp provided a relatively smooth incline up which siege towers and battering rams could be pushed. Also the ramp allowed the attackers to get above the bedrock and large foundation stones of the city so the smaller and more vulnerable upper stones could be reached by the battering rams.  

To prevent reinforcements and supplies from coming in and to keep survivors from slipping out, an attacking army would set up camps around the besieged city. Ezekiel did the same on his small-scale model. Later Nebuchadnezzar’s army surrounded Jerusalem during the siege and allowed the city no means of relief or escape. Once everything was positioned the battering rams were brought forward to begin their assault. Their constant hammering gradually weakened the city’s walls. BKC
                4:3     Here he is to take an iron pan and portray the wall of 
protection that the enemy will have in front of them as they advance, as God protects the enemy.  


As Nebuchadnezzar’s siege (graphically pictured by Ezekiel) tightened its grip around Jerusalem, the people called to God for deliverance. Ezekiel pictured the futility of the people’s cries by putting an iron pan like an iron wall between him and the city. BKC

      4:4-5   This is the second sign and this is the laying on his side.  Here we see Ezekiel is to lie on his side 390 days.  Most likely this will done in a certain place each day for a period of time to show the pending fall of Jerusalem.  The is much debate on the exact meaning of the 390 days, but perhaps it represents 390 years from the splitting of the kingdom under Rehoboam until the fall of Jerusalem.

Ezek 4:6-13  And when thou hast accomplished them, lie again on thy right side, and thou shalt bear the iniquity of the house of Judah forty days: I have appointed thee each day for a year. 7Therefore thou shalt set thy face toward the siege of Jerusalem, and thine arm shall be uncovered, and thou shalt prophesy against it. 8And, behold, I will lay bands upon thee, and thou shalt not turn thee from one side to another, till thou hast ended the days of thy siege.  9Take thou also unto thee wheat, and barley, and beans, and lentiles, and millet, and fitches, and put them in one vessel, and make thee bread thereof, according to the number of the days that thou shalt lie upon thy side, three hundred and ninety days shalt thou eat thereof. 10And thy meat which thou shalt eat shall be by weight, twenty shekels a day: from time to time shalt thou eat it. 11Thou shalt drink also water by measure, the sixth part of an hin: from time to time shalt thou drink. 12And thou shalt eat it as barley cakes, and thou shalt bake it with dung that cometh out of man, in their sight. 13And the LORD said, Even thus shall the children of Israel eat their defiled bread among the Gentiles, whither I will drive them.
      4:6-8   Ezekiel is to lie on the right side for 40 days, which is another sign to the people which had to do with the particular evil done by the house of Judah during that 40 year part of the 390 years.  This eventually led to the captivity we see in Ezekiel.  Notice here also that he is bound to show how the people would be bound, as they became captives.  

4:9-13  Ezekiel’s third sign emphasized the severity of the siege of Jerusalem. God told him to take wheat and barley, beans and lentils, millet and spelt. These were common grains in Israel’s diet (2 Sam. 17:27-29). But the fact that Ezekiel was told to put them in a container and make them into bread for himself indicates a scarcity of food. Normally each of these foods was in abundance. During the siege, however, supplies were so scarce that several foods had to be combined to provide enough for a meal.  Ezekiel had to eat the mixture of foods during the 390 days he was lying on his left side. He was to weigh out 20 shekels of food to eat each day… at set times. This daily ration weighed about eight ounces.  He was also allowed to drink a sixth of a hin, two-thirds of a quart, of water.  The purpose of his eating and drinking these meager rations was to show the scarcity of food and water in Jerusalem during the siege (Ezek. 4:16-17). This sign also showed the pollution and defilement the people would experience. Ezekiel was to bake his bread in the sight of the people, using human excrement for fuel. The use of dung as fuel was practiced throughout the Middle East because of the scarcity of wood. Dung was mixed with straw and allowed to dry. The dried dung burned slowly and gave off an unpleasant odor. No stigma was associated with the use of animal dung, but using human dung was considered repulsive.  Ezekiel understood the symbolism of the sign, but the action was personally distasteful to him. He could not bring himself to do it. He responded, Not so, Sovereign Lord! I have never defiled myself. Ezekiel had always kept God’s dietary laws (Deut. 14). As a priest (Ezek. 1:3) he was careful to keep himself undefiled (Lev. 22:8; Ezek. 44:31). Though the Law did not specifically prohibit the use of human dung for cooking, its guideline regarding the disposal of human excrement suggests that it was considered improper (Deut. 23:12-14). The Lord explained the symbolism of using human dung: The people of Israel will eat defiled food among the nations where I will drive them (Ezek. 4:13). The siege (and subsequent captivity) would force the Israelites to eat defiled food and thus become ceremonially unclean.  BKC
Ezek 4:14-17  Then said I, Ah Lord GOD! behold, my soul hath not been polluted: for from my youth up even till now have I not eaten of that which dieth of itself, or is torn in pieces; neither came there abominable flesh into my mouth. 15Then he said unto me, Lo, I have given thee cow’s dung for man’s dung, and thou shalt prepare thy bread therewith. 16Moreover he said unto me, Son of man, behold, I will break the staff of bread in Jerusalem: and they shall eat bread by weight, and with care; and they shall drink water by measure, and with astonishment: 17That they may want bread and water, and be astonied one with another, and consume away for their iniquity.
      4:14-15 God substitutes cow's dung for human dung as to use human dung violated

                           the law of purity given in Lev. 21-22; Deut. 23:12-14.

      4:16-17 Speaks of the rationing and scarcity of food, which shall take place.

      E.  Chapter 5

          The fourth sign - the shaven head.

Ezek 5:1-4  And thou, son of man, take thee a sharp knife, take thee a barber’s razor, and cause it to pass upon thine head and upon thy beard: then take thee balances to weigh, and divide the hair. 2Thou shalt burn with fire a third part in the midst of the city, when the days of the siege are fulfilled: and thou shalt take a third part, and smite about it with a knife: and a third part thou shalt scatter in the wind; and I will draw out a sword after them. 3Thou shalt also take thereof a few in number, and bind them in thy skirts. 4Then take of them again, and cast them into the midst of the fire, and burn them in the fire; for thereof shall a fire come forth into all the house of Israel.

      5:1-2   The prophet is called to shave all his hair and beard,
which to have hair and a beard was a sign of dignity.  This shows how Israel shall be ashamed.  It also shows by the dividing how they shall die. 


Ezekiel carried a third of his hair to the middle of the city and set it on fire. The purpose of this action, explained in verse 12, was to illustrate that a third of the people would die by the plague or by famine. When Nebuchadnezzar’s army finally broke through the city’s walls, they found a population decimated by famine. The food shortage was so severe that the people had resorted to cannibalism (v. 10). Such horrors had been predicted by Moses (Deut. 28:52-57) and were verified by Jeremiah (Lam. 2:20; 4:10).  Those who survived the famine had to face the sword. After burning the first third of his hair, Ezekiel went through the city with the second third and chopped it up with his sword. This action meant that a third of the Jerusalemites would die by the sword (Ezek. 5:12).  The one-third of the inhabitants of Jerusalem who would survive the siege would still be in jeopardy. This was illustrated by the prophet’s scattering a third of his hair to the wind. Those who survived Jerusalem’s fall to Babylon would be taken away in captivity and would live in fear.  BKC
Note too that a remnant is saved, "bound in the skirt," yet even they go through tribulation.  One might ask if this could be a foreshadowing of the church going through the end-time tribulation.

5:3        The remnant is comparatively small number that is to be saved.  

             The “garment” was the long robe or tunic men wore. It was secured at the  
             waist by a belt or sash. The bottom was pulled up and tucked into the belt to 
             form a pouch for carrying things. This was probably where Ezekiel put 
         those few hairs. BKC
      5:4     The remnant shall go through the fire of captivity and oppression, but shall be saved out of it.

Ezek 5:5-12  Thus saith the Lord GOD; This is Jerusalem: I have set it in the midst of the nations and countries that are round about her. 6And she hath changed my judgments into wickedness more than the nations, and my statutes more than the countries that are round about her: for they have refused my judgments and my statutes, they have not walked in them. 7Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; Because ye multiplied more than the nations that are round about you, and have not walked in my statutes, neither have kept my judgments, neither have done according to the judgments of the nations that are round about you; 8Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I, even I, am against thee, and will execute judgments in the midst of thee in the sight of the nations. 9And I will do in thee that which I have not done, and whereunto I will not do any more the like, because of all thine abominations. 10Therefore the fathers shall eat the sons in the midst of thee, and the sons shall eat their fathers; and I will execute judgments in thee, and the whole remnant of thee will I scatter into all the winds. 11Wherefore, as I live, saith the Lord GOD; Surely, because thou hast defiled my sanctuary with all thy detestable things, and with all thine abominations, therefore will I also diminish thee; neither shall mine eye spare, neither will I have any pity. 12A third part of thee shall die with the pestilence, and with famine shall they be consumed in the midst of thee: and a third part shall fall by the sword round about thee; and I will scatter a third part into all the winds, and I will draw out a sword after them.
      5:5-12  He says that they have done worse than the heathen nations around them, thus God will destroy them in front of other nations.  When we turn from God He will show his love and grace until he can no longer let us go without judgment.  Before God punishes the nations, he punishes His own children first.  Keep in mind, most heathen nations worshiped other God's, but did not know the one true God.  Israel knew him and forsook him.  We also see the seriousness of defiling the temple of God as they had done with their idol worship.  We can be guilty of doing the same thing when we allow sin to exist in our body, which is the temple of God (I Cor. 6:19).  Jerusalem had been the apple of God’s eye, and now she was the focus of His judgment.

Ezek 5:13-17  Thus shall mine anger be accomplished, and I will cause my fury to rest upon them, and I will be comforted: and they shall know that I the LORD have spoken it in my zeal, when I have accomplished my fury in them. 14Moreover I will make thee waste, and a reproach among the nations that are round about thee, in the sight of all that pass by. 15So it shall be a reproach and a taunt, an instruction and an astonishment unto the nations that are round about thee, when I shall execute judgments in thee in anger and in fury and in furious rebukes. I the LORD have spoken it. 16When I shall send upon them the evil arrows of famine, which shall be for their destruction, and which I will send to destroy you: and I will increase the famine upon you, and will break your staff of bread: 17So will I send upon you famine and evil beasts, and they shall bereave thee; and pestilence and blood shall pass through thee; and I will bring the sword upon thee. I the LORD have spoken it.
      5:13-15 We see God's wrath being extended as Israel would become an object lesson to other nations.   Note also God’s warning that he does not make empty threats.  He will accomplish His word.

Have you ever seen someone try to discipline a child by saying, “If you do that one more time . . .”? If the parent doesn’t follow through, the child learns not to listen. Empty threats backfire. God was going to punish the Israelites for their blatant sins, and he wanted them to know that he would do what he said. The people learned the hard way that God always follows through on his word. Too many people ignore God’s warnings, treating them as empty threats. Don’t make the mistake of thinking God doesn’t really mean what he says.  QVLAB
      5:16-17 God's wrath during the siege of Jerusalem.

God’s “arrows” of judgment included famine… wild beasts.… plague, and the sword—calamities uniquely associated with divine judgment on God’s disobedient nation.  BKC
E.  Chapter 6

This is the beginning of a two-part message. Remember that Ezekiel could speak only when giving messages from God. The message in chapter 6 is that Judah’s idolatry will surely call down God’s judgment. The message in chapter 7 describes the nature of that judgment—utter destruction of the nation. Nevertheless God in his mercy saved a remnant. Ezekiel prophesies against the mountains of Israel because mountains were sites of the pagan shrines used to worship idols.  QVLAB
Ezek 6:1-7  And the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, 2Son of man, set thy face toward the mountains of Israel, and prophesy against them, 3And say, Ye mountains of Israel, hear the word of the Lord GOD; Thus saith the Lord GOD to the mountains, and to the hills, to the rivers, and to the valleys; Behold, I, even I, will bring a sword upon you, and I will destroy your high places. 4And your altars shall be desolate, and your images shall be broken: and I will cast down your slain men before your idols. 5And I will lay the dead carcases of the children of Israel before their idols; and I will scatter your bones round about your altars. 6In all your dwelling places the cities shall be laid waste, and the high places shall be desolate; that your altars may be laid waste and made desolate, and your idols may be broken and cease, and your images may be cut down, and your works may be abolished. 7And the slain shall fall in the midst of you, and ye shall know that I am the LORD.

      6:1-2   He turns to speak to the mountains as the people will not listen.  Even the mountains and rivers themselves were to be objects of Jehovah's displeasure.  The people are scattered and the land is laid desolate. 

      6:3-7   Here we see Ezekiel proclaiming the judgment that is coming.  Ezekiel prophecies against the people, yet the false prophets are saying exactly what the people want to hear that their enemies would be overthrown and the time of captivity short.

After the temple in Jerusalem was completed, worshiping at high places was once again discouraged. Most high places remaining in the land were dedicated to false gods (1 Kings 11:7-10). The conflict between true worship and false worship often centered on these high places. Those kings who followed God tried to destroy the high places (e.g., Hezekiah, 2 Kings 18:3-4; Josiah, 2 Kings 23:8-9), and kings who did not follow God rebuilt them (e.g., Manasseh, 2 Kings 21:1-6). By Ezekiel’s time the high places were again flourishing in Judah. They included altars for sacrificing animals to false gods, incense altars for offering incense to the gods, and idols which were physical representations of the gods (Ezek. 6:4). Israel’s pernicious idolatry was a cancer that had to be eradicated.  God’s judgment would be swift and sure. Both the false places of worship and those who built them and worshiped at them were to be destroyed. God vowed to intervene so that the high places… altars… idols, and incense altars would all be wiped out. Also people who built them would be killed, and their dead bodies would be strewn beside their crushed idols and altars (v. 5). Then the nation would realize that its gods were false. The people would know, God said, that I am the Lord. This phrase occurs 63 times in Ezekiel.  BKC

Ezek 6:8-11  Yet will I leave a remnant, that ye may have some that shall escape the sword among the nations, when ye shall be scattered through the countries. 9And they that escape of you shall remember me among the nations whither they shall be carried captives, because I am broken with their whorish heart, which hath departed from me, and with their eyes, which go a whoring after their idols: and they shall loathe themselves for the evils which they have committed in all their abominations. 10And they shall know that I am the LORD, and that I have not said in vain that I would do this evil unto them.  11Thus saith the Lord GOD; Smite with thine hand, and stamp with thy foot, and say, Alas for all the evil abominations of the house of Israel! for they shall fall by the sword, by the famine, and by the pestilence.

      6:8-10  Again God gives the promise of the remnant being saved.  

A ray of light appears in this prophecy of darkness—God would spare a remnant of people, but only after they had learned some hard lessons. God sometimes has to break a person in order to bring him or her to true repentance. The people needed to change their attitudes, but they wouldn’t until God broke their hearts with humiliation, pain, suffering, and defeat. Does your heart long for God enough to change those areas displeasing him? Or will God have to break your heart?  QVLAB
      6:11    The prophet is trying to demonstrate how God's anger is directed toward the 
                           people and will be accomplished by 3 means:  War, Famine, and 
                           Disease as if escaping one would only lead you to another.  There is no 
                           escape from the judgment of God.

Ezek 6:12-14  He that is far off shall die of the pestilence; and he that is near shall fall by the sword; and he that remaineth and is besieged shall die by the famine: thus will I accomplish my fury upon them. 13Then shall ye know that I am the LORD, when their slain men shall be among their idols round about their altars, upon every high hill, in all the tops of the mountains, and under every green tree, and under every thick oak, the place where they did offer sweet savour to all their idols. 14So will I stretch out my hand upon them, and make the land desolate, yea, more desolate than the wilderness toward Diblath, in all their habitations: and they shall know that I am the LORD.
      6:12-14 Another reason why he turned to the mountains is because it was often where they offered sacrifices.  Notice the steps Ezekiel went to in order to display God's wrath.  

The purpose of all God’s punishment was not to take revenge but to impress upon the people the truth that the Lord is the only true and living God. People in Ezekiel’s day were worshiping man-made idols and calling them gods. Today money, sex, and power have become idols for many. Punishment will come upon all who put other things ahead of God. It is easy to forget that the Lord alone is God, the supreme authority and the only source of eternal love and life. Remember that God may use the difficulties of your life to teach you that he alone is God.  QVLAB
      F.  Chapter 7

Ezek 7:1-10  Moreover the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, 2Also, thou son of man, thus saith the Lord GOD unto the land of Israel; An end, the end is come upon the four corners of the land. 3Now is the end come upon thee, and I will send mine anger upon thee, and will judge thee according to thy ways, and will recompense upon thee all thine abominations. 4And mine eye shall not spare thee, neither will I have pity: but I will recompense thy ways upon thee, and thine abominations shall be in the midst of thee: and ye shall know that I am the LORD. 5Thus saith the Lord GOD; An evil, an only evil, behold, is come. 6An end is come, the end is come: it watcheth for thee; behold, it is come. 7The morning is come unto thee, O thou that dwellest in the land: the time is come, the day of trouble is near, and not the sounding again of the mountains. 8Now will I shortly pour out my fury upon thee, and accomplish mine anger upon thee: and I will judge thee according to thy ways, and will recompense thee for all thine abominations. 9And mine eye shall not spare, neither will I have pity: I will recompense thee according to thy ways and thine abominations that are in the midst of thee; and ye shall know that I am the LORD that smiteth. 10Behold the day, behold, it is come: the morning is gone forth; the rod hath blossomed, pride hath budded.
      7:1-9   The prophets says the end has come and there is no hope of escape.  God's holiness would no longer allow him to tolerate Israel's sin.  The reference to the four corners vs 2 indicates that none would escape God wrath.

              Israel shall receive God's wrath.  It is not just a warning, but the real thing.  You would think they would begin to get the message, but they don't, which proves how far gone they actually were.  God's patience ends, and his wrath falls.  "No more will God have pity."  Now He is a God of judgment, dealing out punishment.  

      7:10    Their pride has budded and the rod of God's wrath has blossomed.

Ezek 7:11-16  Violence is risen up into a rod of wickedness: none of them shall remain, nor of their multitude, nor of any of theirs: neither shall there be wailing for them. 12The time is come, the day draweth near: let not the buyer rejoice, nor the seller mourn: for wrath is upon all the multitude thereof. 13For the seller shall not return to that which is sold, although they were yet alive: for the vision is touching the whole multitude thereof, which shall not return; neither shall any strengthen himself in the iniquity of his life. 14They have blown the trumpet, even to make all ready; but none goeth to the battle: for my wrath is upon all the multitude thereof. 15The sword is without, and the pestilence and the famine within: he that is in the field shall die with the sword; and he that is in the city, famine and pestilence shall devour him.  16But they that escape of them shall escape, and shall be on the mountains like doves of the valleys, all of them mourning, every one for his iniquity.
7:11-15 Judgment will come to all.  Because judgment does not come upon us speedily we begin to think it won’t come at all.  Often those who have such attitudes continue in sin, which allows their heart to harden to the conviction of the Spirit of God.  We need to be sure that we don’t mistake God’s willingness to be longsuffering in hope that we will turn from our wicked way, for the misguided thinking that God won’t punish me for my sin.  Judgment will come, and when it does no one will escape!  The people in Jerusalem can prepare for battle, but shall be overwhelmed.  Famine within, and the sword of the Babylonian army on the outside.  

Nothing of value would remain. Because of the Captivity, property and material possessions were worthless. Possessions would be confiscated and property owners torn from their land and carried to Babylon. Ezekiel exhorted, Let not the buyer rejoice nor the seller grieve. The buyer who normally rejoiced over a good business deal should not be happy because he would not be able to possess the land he had purchased. And one forced to sell his land should not grieve because he would have lost it anyway.  When land was sold in Israel, the transaction was always temporary. Every 50 years, during the Year of Jubilee, the property reverted to its original owners (Lev. 25:10, 13-17). However, God’s coming judgment would prevent original owners from reclaiming their properties; they would be in exile along with the buyers.  No human effort could hinder God from accomplishing His plan. Though they would call soldiers to battle by the trumpet, no one would go into battle. Jerusalem would try to defend herself, but she would fall with little resistance.  BKC
      7:16    The remnant shall be saved and repent because they shall see their iniquity.  We see also here that Judah has no strength to stand against her foes, and God refuses to hear her cry.

Ezek 7:17-22  All hands shall be feeble, and all knees shall be weak as water. 18They shall also gird themselves with sackcloth, and horror shall cover them; and shame shall be upon all faces, and baldness upon all their heads. 19They shall cast their silver in the streets, and their gold shall be removed: their silver and their gold shall not be able to deliver them in the day of the wrath of the LORD: they shall not satisfy their souls, neither fill their bowels: because it is the stumblingblock of their iniquity. 20As for the beauty of his ornament, he set it in majesty: but they made the images of their abominations and of their detestable things therein: therefore have I set it far from them. 21And I will give it into the hands of the strangers for a prey, and to the wicked of the earth for a spoil; and they shall pollute it. 22My face will I turn also from them, and they shall pollute my secret place: for the robbers shall enter into it, and defile it.

      7:17-19 They shall feel shame and realize how evil they were.

In their lament they would put on sackcloth.… and their heads would be shaved. “Sackcloth” was coarse cloth, woven from the long hair of goats or camels. Because of its dark color, sackcloth was considered appropriate for serious, somber occasions. To “put on sackcloth” was a sign of grief or mourning (Gen. 37:34; 2 Sam. 3:31; Job 16:15; Jer. 6:26) and repentance (Isa. 58:5; Dan. 9:3-4; Jonah 3:5-9; Matt. 11:21).  BKC

      7:20 - 22   The beauty and majesty of God is far from them. Because they have defiled His sanctuary with their idolatries, God will give it to strangers for a spoil. 

Ezek 7:23-27  Make a chain: for the land is full of bloody crimes, and the city is full of violence. 24Wherefore I will bring the worst of the heathen, and they shall possess their houses: I will also make the pomp of the strong to cease; and their holy places shall be defiled. 25Destruction cometh; and they shall seek peace, and there shall be none. 26Mischief shall come upon mischief, and rumour shall be upon rumour; then shall they seek a vision of the prophet; but the law shall perish from the priest, and counsel from the ancients. 27The king shall mourn, and the prince shall be clothed with desolation, and the hands of the people of the land shall be troubled: I will do unto them after their way, and according to their deserts will I judge them; and they shall know that I am the LORD.
      7:23-27 The chain was to show captivity and judgment.  The people will soon realize they have no hope that they will know who is God.  The chain shows their bondage to sin, and God had told them that He would do with them after their way.


Chains would be used to carry into captivity the people, who were known for bloodshed and violence (cf. 8:17; 12:19). God’s invasion plans were ready to be implemented: I will bring the most wicked of the nations to take possession of their houses. Babylon, a ruthless and cruel nation, was selected by God to dispossess Israel. Israel’s haughty pride and religious prostitution would be crushed under the heavy boot of Babylon’s army.  BKC
      G.  Chapter 8
          (A year has passed since the visions and prophesies of chapters 1-7)

This prophecy’s date corresponds to 592 b.c. The message of chapters 8–11 is directed specifically toward Jerusalem and its leaders. Chapter 8 records Ezekiel being taken in a vision from Babylon to the Temple in Jerusalem to see the great wickedness being practiced there. The people and their religious leaders were thoroughly corrupt. While Ezekiel’s first vision (chapters 1–3) showed that judgment was from God, this vision showed that their sin was the reason for judgment.  QVLAB

Ezek 8:1-6  And it came to pass in the sixth year, in the sixth month, in the fifth day of the month, as I sat in mine house, and the elders of Judah sat before me, that the hand of the Lord GOD fell there upon me. 2Then I beheld, and lo a likeness as the appearance of fire: from the appearance of his loins even downward, fire; and from his loins even upward, as the appearance of brightness, as the colour of amber. 3And he put forth the form of an hand, and took me by a lock of mine head; and the spirit lifted me up between the earth and the heaven, and brought me in the visions of God to Jerusalem, to the door of the inner gate that looketh toward the north; where was the seat of the image of jealousy, which provoketh to jealousy. 4And, behold, the glory of the God of Israel was there, according to the vision that I saw in the plain. 5Then said he unto me, Son of man, lift up thine eyes now the way toward the north. So I lifted up mine eyes the way toward the north, and behold northward at the gate of the altar this image of jealousy in the entry. 6He said furthermore unto me, Son of man, seest thou what they do? even the great abominations that the house of Israel committeth here, that I should go far off from my sanctuary? but turn thee yet again, and thou shalt see greater abominations.

      8:1     Now only five years until Jerusalem shall fall.

      8:2-4   Ezekiel is with some of the Elders and God's spirit comes upon him and he has a vision.  His spirit sees Jerusalem and God's glory over it making ready for judgment.  The image of jealousy was an idol the people placed in God's temple.  The people were so far from God that they erected their own God's in the temple of Jehovah.  

      8:5-6   God shows him the abominations and filthiness of Israel's' worship.  Try to imagine how God felt after Fathering Israel and then to have them reject Him, mock his love, and then bow before a false God that they had made with their own hands and placed in His temple.

This “idol that has made the Lord very angry” could be an image of Asherah, the Canaanite goddess of fertility, whose character encouraged sexual immorality and self-gratification. King Manasseh had placed such an idol in the Temple (2 Kings 21:7). King Josiah had burned the Asherah pole (2 Kings 23:6), but there were certainly many other idols around.  QVLAB

The Asherah is a reference to the groves of Exodus 34:13.  These groves were trees that were either living with the top cut off and the bottom fashioned into the form of an idol or they were idols made most likely of wood and then placed in the ground so they stood upright.  Originally the idol was representative of the tree of life, but then became the “origin of life” with some idols even being  fashioned to the appearance of  the male sex organ. All kinds of sexual perversion took place in this form of worship.

Ezek 8:7-14  And he brought me to the door of the court; and when I looked, behold a hole in the wall. 8Then said he unto me, Son of man, dig now in the wall: and when I had digged in the wall, behold a door. 9And he said unto me, Go in, and behold the wicked abominations that they do here. 10So I went in and saw; and behold every form of creeping things, and abominable beasts, and all the idols of the house of Israel, portrayed upon the wall round about. 11And there stood before them seventy men of the ancients of the house of Israel, and in the midst of them stood Jaazaniah the son of Shaphan, with every man his censer in his hand; and a thick cloud of incense went up. 12Then said he unto me, Son of man, hast thou seen what the ancients of the house of Israel do in the dark, every man in the chambers of his imagery? for they say, The LORD seeth us not; the LORD hath forsaken the earth.

13He said also unto me, Turn thee yet again, and thou shalt see greater abominations that they do. 14Then he brought me to the door of the gate of the LORD’S house, which was toward the north; and, behold, there sat women weeping for Tammuz.
      8:7-13  The priesthood was defiled and they didn't even believe God could see them.  They became lovers of darkness.   


God, who knew their hearts, explained to Ezekiel that the elders sought to justify their sin by saying The Lord does not see us; the Lord has forsaken the land. The elders felt that what they did in their darkened chambers would escape God’s notice. They thought He was only a petty god who had abandoned them. So they were courting other gods to protect them. These elders’ attitude was soon transmitted to the people. BKC

      8:14    Women weeping for the idol Tammuz.

Tammuz was the Babylonian god of spring. He was the husband or lover of the goddess Ishtar. The followers of this cult believed that the green vegetation shriveled and died in the hot summer because Tammuz had died and descended into the underworld. Thus, the worshipers wept and mourned his death. In the springtime, when the new vegetation appeared, they rejoiced, believing that Tammuz had come back to life. God was showing Ezekiel that many people were no longer worshiping the true God of life and vegetation. QVLAB
Ezek 8:15-18  Then said he unto me, Hast thou seen this, O son of man? turn thee yet again, and thou shalt see greater abominations than these. 16And he brought me into the inner court of the LORD’S house, and, behold, at the door of the temple of the LORD, between the porch and the altar, were about five and twenty men, with their backs toward the temple of the LORD, and their faces toward the east; and they worshipped the sun toward the east. 17Then he said unto me, Hast thou seen this, O son of man? Is it a light thing to the house of Judah that they commit the abominations, which they commit here? for they have filled the land with violence, and have returned to provoke me to anger: and, lo, they put the branch to their nose. 18Therefore will I also deal in fury: mine eye shall not spare, neither will I have pity: and though they cry in mine ears with a loud voice, yet will I not hear them.
      8:15-18 Yet there is more.  With their backs to the temple of God they were worshipping the sun, but that was not the worst of it.  Verse 17 shows us an even greater abomination.  They were involved in “putting the branch to their nose” which was a reference to the Asherah. God has shown Ezekiel why He must judge the people and must do it without hearing their cry.  Just as we do when we punish our children.  Remember Israel provoked God to this point of anger.

      H.  Chapter 9
Ezek 9:1-6  He cried also in mine ears with a loud voice, saying, Cause them that have charge over the city to draw near, even every man with his destroying weapon in his hand. 2And, behold, six men came from the way of the higher gate, which lieth toward the north, and every man a slaughter weapon in his hand; and one man among them was clothed with linen, with a writer’s inkhorn by his side: and they went in, and stood beside the brazen altar. 3And the glory of the God of Israel was gone up from the cherub, whereupon he was, to the threshold of the house. And he called to the man clothed with linen, which had the writer’s inkhorn by his side; 4And the LORD said unto him, Go through the midst of the city, through the midst of Jerusalem, and set a mark upon the foreheads of the men that sigh and that cry for all the abominations that be done in the midst thereof.  5And to the others he said in mine hearing, Go ye after him through the city, and smite: let not your eye spare, neither have ye pity: 6Slay utterly old and young, both maids, and little children, and women: but come not near any man upon whom is the mark; and begin at my sanctuary. Then they began at the ancient men, which were before the house.
      9:1-6   He cries to the leaders of the city of Jerusalem to draw near with weapons.

 Six men came with weapons and one of them dressed in linen with a writers inkhorn at his side.  This man was told to go through the city and place a mark on the forehead of every person who weeps over the evil that has been done in the city.  The others are to follow and put to death everyone regardless of age or sex who does not have the mark.  God's glory departs from Jerusalem vs. 3.

This reminds us of the 144,000 in the Revelation, but here too it shows the remnant being protected.  

              Note, the judgment began in the priesthood.  See I Peter 4:17-18.  It is evident that those who are saved from God's judgment must have realized their sin and repented, thus they were spared.

Ezek 9:7-11  And he said unto them, Defile the house, and fill the courts with the slain: go ye forth. And they went forth, and slew in the city. 8And it came to pass, while they were slaying them, and I was left, that I fell upon my face, and cried, and said, Ah Lord GOD! wilt thou destroy all the residue of Israel in thy pouring out of thy fury upon Jerusalem? 9Then said he unto me, The iniquity of the house of Israel and Judah is exceeding great, and the land is full of blood, and the city full of perverseness: for they say, The LORD hath forsaken the earth, and the LORD seeth not. 10And as for me also, mine eye shall not spare, neither will I have pity, but I will recompense their way upon their head. 11And, behold, the man clothed with linen, which had the inkhorn by his side, reported the matter, saying, I have done as thou hast commanded me.

      9:7-11  God returns judgment upon the people because they were not turning to God.  God will not spare in judgment except those who repent.


Those who were righteous and whose hearts grieved over the nation’s sin had received God’s mark of protection. They would be spared. The unrighteous who had rejected God and embraced evil did not receive the mark of protection. They would be killed. BKC
      I.  Chapter 10

Chapters 8–11 depict God’s glory departing from the Temple. In 8:3-4, his glory was over the north gate. It then moved to the entrance (9:3), then the south end of the Temple (10:3-4), the east gate (10:18-19; 11:1), and finally the mountain east of the Temple (11:23), probably the Mount of Olives. Because of the nation’s sins, God’s glory had departed.  QVLAB
Ezek 10:1-9 Then I looked, and, behold, in the firmament that was above the head of the cherubims there appeared over them as it were a sapphire stone, as the appearance of the likeness of a throne. 2And he spake unto the man clothed with linen, and said, Go in between the wheels, even under the cherub, and fill thine hand with coals of fire from between the cherubims, and scatter them over the city. And he went in in my sight. 3Now the cherubims stood on the right side of the house, when the man went in; and the cloud filled the inner court. 4Then the glory of the LORD went up from the cherub, and stood over the threshold of the house; and the house was filled with the cloud, and the court was full of the brightness of the LORD’S glory. 5And the sound of the cherubims’ wings was heard even to the outer court, as the voice of the Almighty God when he speaketh. 6And it came to pass, that when he had commanded the man clothed with linen, saying, Take fire from between the wheels, from between the cherubims; then he went in, and stood beside the wheels. 7And one cherub stretched forth his hand from between the cherubims unto the fire that was between the cherubims, and took thereof, and put it into the hands of him that was clothed with linen: who took it, and went out.

8And there appeared in the cherubims the form of a man’s hand under their wings. 9And when I looked, behold the four wheels by the cherubims, one wheel by one cherub, and another wheel by another cherub: and the appearance of the wheels was as the colour of a beryl stone.
      10:1-2  The prophet now looks to the heavenly.  And sees God's glory and one of the men being told to enter and scatter coals back over Jerusalem in judgment.          

God’s perfect holiness demands judgment for sin. The cherubim are mighty angels. The glowing coals scattered over the city represent the purging of sin. For Jerusalem, this meant the destruction of all the people who blatantly sinned and refused to repent. Shortly after this prophecy, the Babylonians destroyed Jerusalem by fire (2 Kings 25:9; 2 Chronicles 36:19).  QVLAB
      10:3-9  We see in this vision the activity in the spirit world with Ezekiel’s eyes being fixed on the glory of God as God calls forth a judgment of fire upon Jerusalem.    

Ezek 10:10-22  And as for their appearances, they four had one likeness, as if a wheel had been in the midst of a wheel. 11When they went, they went upon their four sides; they turned not as they went, but to the place whither the head looked they followed it; they turned not as they went. 12And their whole body, and their backs, and their hands, and their wings, and the wheels, were full of eyes round about, even the wheels that they four had. 13As for the wheels, it was cried unto them in my hearing, O wheel. 14And every one had four faces: the first face was the face of a cherub, and the second face was the face of a man, and the third the face of a lion, and the fourth the face of an eagle. 15And the cherubims were lifted up. This is the living creature that I saw by the river of Chebar. 16And when the cherubims went, the wheels went by them: and when the cherubims lifted up their wings to mount up from the earth, the same wheels also turned not from beside them. 17When they stood, these stood; and when they were lifted up, these lifted up themselves also: for the spirit of the living creature was in them. 18Then the glory of the LORD departed from off the threshold of the house, and stood over the cherubims. 19And the cherubims lifted up their wings, and mounted up from the earth in my sight: when they went out, the wheels also were beside them, and every one stood at the door of the east gate of the LORD’S house; and the glory of the God of Israel was over them above. 20This is the living creature that I saw under the God of Israel by the river of Chebar; and I knew that they were the cherubims. 21Every one had four faces apiece, and every one four wings; and the likeness of the hands of a man was under their wings. 22And the likeness of their faces was the same faces, which I saw by the river of Chebar, their appearances and themselves: they went every one straight forward.
      10:10-22
              Description of cherubim as Ezekiel saw before with one noteworthy exception.

In chapter 1 the cherubim had the faces of a man, a lion, an eagle, and an ox; but in chapter 10 they had the faces of a cherub… a man… a lion, and an eagle. Some have suggested that a later scribe mistakenly copied “a cherub” in place of “face of an ox.” A second view is that the face of an ox was, in fact, the normal understanding of the face of a cherub. BKC
God’s glory departed from the Temple and was never completely present again until Christ himself visited it in New Testament times. God’s holiness required that he leave the Temple because the people had so defiled it. God had to completely destroy what people had perverted in order for true worship to be revived. QVLAB

      J.  Chapter 11

Ezek 11:1-13  Moreover the spirit lifted me up, and brought me unto the east gate of the LORD’S house, which looketh eastward: and behold at the door of the gate five and twenty men; among whom I saw Jaazaniah the son of Azur, and Pelatiah the son of Benaiah, princes of the people. 2Then said he unto me, Son of man, these are the men that devise mischief, and give wicked counsel in this city: 3Which say, It is not near; let us build houses: this city is the caldron, and we be the flesh. 4Therefore prophesy against them, prophesy, O son of man. 5And the Spirit of the LORD fell upon me, and said unto me, Speak; Thus saith the LORD; Thus have ye said, O house of Israel: for I know the things that come into your mind, every one of them. 6Ye have multiplied your slain in this city, and ye have filled the streets thereof with the slain. 7Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; Your slain whom ye have laid in the midst of it, they are the flesh, and this city is the caldron: but I will bring you forth out of the midst of it. 8Ye have feared the sword; and I will bring a sword upon you, saith the Lord GOD. 9And I will bring you out of the midst thereof, and deliver you into the hands of strangers, and will execute judgments among you. 10Ye shall fall by the sword; I will judge you in the border of Israel; and ye shall know that I am the LORD. 11This city shall not be your caldron, neither shall ye be the flesh in the midst thereof; but I will judge you in the border of Israel: 12And ye shall know that I am the LORD: for ye have not walked in my statutes, neither executed my judgments, but have done after the manners of the heathen that are round about you. 13And it came to pass, when I prophesied, that Pelatiah the son of Benaiah died. Then fell I down upon my face, and cried with a loud voice, and said, Ah Lord GOD! wilt thou make a full end of the remnant of Israel?

11:1-3  The glory of God hovers over the eastern gate, which was where the elders and men of the city would meet to discuss and settle various matters.  Here we see a second group of 25 men who are likely representative of  the wicked rulers or business men.   They say the city is in no danger and we can go about as usual as if the city were an iron pot that sealed them from what was outside.   


The elders were encouraging the Jerusalemites to forget the prophet’s predictions of the coming Babylonian invasion. They were urging the people to build houses, a sign of peace and safety (28:26). After all, the people were safe in the city (Jerusalem) like meat in a kettle. BKC
      11:4-13 The prophet sees the wickedness and God's judgment coming to these men.  They are not safe as they believe inside the city as God will bring them out where they shall fall by the sword, which they feared.  No one and no thing is hidden from God when He brings judgment.  

Ezek 11:14-21  Again the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, 15Son of man, thy brethren, even thy brethren, the men of thy kindred, and all the house of Israel wholly, are they unto whom the inhabitants of Jerusalem have said, Get you far from the LORD: unto us is this land given in possession. 16Therefore say, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Although I have cast them far off among the heathen, and although I have scattered them among the countries, yet will I be to them as a little sanctuary in the countries where they shall come. 17Therefore say, Thus saith the Lord GOD; I will even gather you from the people, and assemble you out of the countries where ye have been scattered, and I will give you the land of Israel. 18And they shall come thither, and they shall take away all the detestable things thereof and all the abominations thereof from thence. 19And I will give them one heart, and I will put a new spirit within you; and I will take the stony heart out of their flesh, and will give them an heart of flesh: 20That they may walk in my statutes, and keep mine ordinances, and do them: and they shall be my people, and I will be their God. 21But as for them whose heart walketh after the heart of their detestable things and their abominations, I will recompense their way upon their own heads, saith the Lord GOD.

11:14-16   God answers Ezekiel’s cry for mercy in vs. 13. 


God’s response to Ezekiel was twofold. First, He showed Ezekiel that the 
remnant would not be destroyed. Those already in exile would be preserved. They were his brothers, his blood relatives. The phrase “your blood relatives” is translated “fellow exiles” in the Septuagint and Syriac texts. This makes better sense in the context. Ezekiel’s brothers in exile were the true remnant.  The second part of God’s response was to show Ezekiel the need for judgment on Jerusalem. Jerusalem’s moral compass needle was bent. They felt that those in exile (whom God had just said were the true remnant) were far away from the LORD. They localized God and thought in terms of geographical rather than spiritual proximity. They also assumed that their right to the land was absolute since it was given to them as their possession. This was a correct but incomplete statement. God had given Israel the land, but He had also threatened 
to remove them from it for disobedience (Deut. 28:36, 64-68). God would 
spare a remnant (Ezek. 6:8; 12:16), as Ezekiel asked, but it would not include the smug, self-righteous leaders of Jerusalem. BKC
      11:17-21
              God will give the nation a new heart (Millennial) and would do so in the time of Ezekiel if the people would turn to Him.  God is a righteous and just God in judgment.

God’s messages through Ezekiel are full of irony. Here God says that the Jews in captivity are the faithful ones, and those in Jerusalem are the sinful and wicked ones. This was the opposite of the people’s perception. God was a sanctuary for the righteous remnant. Idolatrous people, even though they worshiped in the Jerusalem Temple (11:15), would find no true sanctuary; but the faithful exiles, even though they were far from home, would be protected by God. Likewise, our external circumstances do not truly indicate our standing with God. Those who appear safe and secure may be far from him, while those going through difficult times may be safely under God’s protection. `

Ezek 11:22-25  Then did the cherubims lift up their wings, and the wheels beside them; and the glory of the God of Israel was over them above. 23And the glory of the LORD went up from the midst of the city, and stood upon the mountain, which is on the east side of the city. 24Afterwards the spirit took me up, and brought me in a vision by the Spirit of God into Chaldea, to them of the captivity. So the vision that I had seen went up from me. 25Then I spake unto them of the captivity all the things that the LORD had showed me.
      11:22-25
              God's glory departs and they shall be in captivity.  Ezekiel was taken back to Chaldea and spoke of the vision God had just given him.

God’s glory left Jerusalem and stopped above a mountain on the east side of the city—almost certainly the Mount of Olives. Ezekiel 43:1-4 implies that God will return the same way he left, when he comes back to earth to set up his perfect Kingdom.  QVLAB

      K.  Chapter 12

Ezek 12:1-7  The word of the LORD also came unto me, saying, 2Son of man, thou dwellest in the midst of a rebellious house, which have eyes to see, and see not; they have ears to hear, and hear not: for they are a rebellious house. 3Therefore, thou son of man, prepare thee stuff for removing, and remove by day in their sight; and thou shalt remove from thy place to another place in their sight: it may be they will consider, though they be a rebellious house. 4Then shalt thou bring forth thy stuff by day in their sight, as stuff for removing: and thou shalt go forth at even in their sight, as they that go forth into captivity. 5Dig thou through the wall in their sight, and carry out thereby. 6In their sight shalt thou bear it upon thy shoulders, and carry it forth in the twilight: thou shalt cover thy face, that thou see not the ground: for I have set thee for a sign unto the house of Israel. 7And I did so as I was commanded: I brought forth my stuff by day, as stuff for captivity, and in the even I digged through the wall with mine hand; I brought it forth in the twilight, and I bare it upon my shoulder in their sight.
      12:1-2  Israel is the rebellious house.  They have eyes and ears yet do not heed what they see and hear.

      12:3-4  Ezekiel is to move the stuff outside of his house to show people that the captivity is coming.

Ezekiel played the role of a captive being led away to exile, portraying what was about to happen to King Zedekiah and the people remaining in Jerusalem. The exiles knew exactly what Ezekiel was doing because only six years earlier they had made similar preparations as they left Jerusalem for Babylonia. This was to show the people that they should not trust the king or the capital city to save them from the Babylonian army—only God could do that. And the exiles who hoped for an early return from exile would be disappointed. Ezekiel’s graphic demonstration was proven correct to the last detail. But when he warned them, many refused to listen.  QVLAB

      12:5    He is to dig a hole in the wall of his house to show the breach in the wall of Jerusalem.

      12:6-7  Ezekiel does as told.  He covers his face so he cannot see the ground which would represent the fact the King Zedekiah was blinded when taken captive therefore he did not see the ground as he was taken from the city.

Ezek 12:8- 16  And in the morning came the word of the LORD unto me, saying, 9Son of man, hath not the house of Israel, the rebellious house, said unto thee, What doest thou? 10Say thou unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD; This burden concerneth the prince in Jerusalem, and all the house of Israel that are among them. 11Say, I am your sign: like as I have done, so shall it be done unto them: they shall remove and go into captivity. 12And the prince that is among them shall bear upon his shoulder in the twilight, and shall go forth: they shall dig through the wall to carry out thereby: he shall cover his face, that he see not the ground with his eyes. 13My net also will I spread upon him, and he shall be taken in my snare: and I will bring him to Babylon to the land of the Chaldeans; yet shall he not see it, though he shall die there. 14And I will scatter toward every wind all that are about him to help him, and all his bands; and I will draw out the sword after them. 15And they shall know that I am the LORD, when I shall scatter them among the nations, and disperse them in the countries. 16But I will leave a few men of them from the sword, from the famine, and from the pestilence; that they may declare all their abominations among the heathen whither they come; and they shall know that I am the LORD.

  12:8-16 Ezekiel is told what to say when the people inquire.  There shall be a net to capture them trying to escape, leaving no means of escape.  The prince in verse 10 is Zedekiah, ruling in Jerusalem.  He is blinded and carried to Babylon to die without seeing the place of his captivity.

Ezek 12:17-20 Moreover the word of the LORD came to me, saying, 18Son of man, eat thy bread with quaking, and drink thy water with trembling and with carefulness; 19And say unto the people of the land, Thus saith the Lord GOD of the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and of the land of Israel; They shall eat their bread with carefulness, and drink their water with astonishment, that her land may be desolate from all that is therein, because of the violence of all them that dwell therein. 20And the cities that are inhabited shall be laid waste, and the land shall be desolate; and ye shall know that I am the LORD.  
      12:17-20
              The prophet is to eat his food quaking to show the fear the people should have.


Ezekiel’s actions represented the terror Israel would experience. As he had said earlier (4:16) the people in Jerusalem would eat and drink in anxiety and in despair. The enemy would plunder the land, devastating the 
towns and making the land… desolate. Fear of the enemy would grip the people as they watched God’s  judgment decimate the land. Yet they brought the judgment on themselves by their violence. BKC 


Ezek 12:21-25 And the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, 22Son of man, what is that proverb that ye have in the land of Israel, saying, The days are prolonged, and every vision faileth?  Tell them therefore, Thus saith the Lord GOD; I will make this proverb to cease, and they shall no more use it as a proverb in Israel; but say unto them, The days are at hand, and the effect of every vision. 24For there shall be no more any vain vision nor flattering divination within the house of Israel. 25For I am the LORD: I will speak, and the word that I shall speak shall come to pass; it shall be no more prolonged: for in your days, O rebellious house, will I say the word, and will perform it, saith the Lord GOD.

      12:21-25
                    Following Ezekiel’s two signs (12:1-20), he delivered a series of five messages (12:21-25; 12:26-28; 13; 14:1-11; 14:12-23) to destroy the people’s false optimism and to show the certainty of judgment.  BKC


The first message on the certainty of judgment.

The first two messages were attacks on two popular proverbs (sayings) that the people were quoting. The point of this proverb was the belief that Ezekiel’s (and other prophets’) predictions of doom would not take place. It had the effect of labeling those prophets doomsayers thus allowing the people to ignore their messages.  God said He would keep the people from quoting that proverb any longer. The people’s smug assurance would end when the judgments arrived. The past days had not invalidated the earlier predictions as the people supposed. Instead, they had decreased the time remaining till the prophecies would be accomplished. The days are near, God said.  BKC
God is going to remove the proverb from the land.  Note the key phrase in verse 25, “for in your days” meaning not some far distant time but the time was truly at hand and they would live to see it come to pass. 

False prophets had been contradicting the claims of God’s true messengers in both Jerusalem (Jer. 28:1-4) and Babylon (Jer. 29:1, 8-9). Their optimistic predictions would cease as God hastened to fulfill His word. He would remove false visions and flattering divinations. Ezekiel’s cries of doom were not distant rumblings of some still-future storm. The judgment was imminent: it shall be fulfilled without delay. God would fulfill whatever He predicted (Ezek. 12:28).  BKC
Ezek 12:26-28  Again the word of the LORD came to me, saying, 27Son of man, behold, they of the house of Israel say, The vision that he seeth is for many days to come, and he prophesieth of the times that are far off. 28Therefore say unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD; There shall none of my words be prolonged any more, but the word which I have spoken shall be done, saith the Lord GOD.
      12:26-28    



The second message on the certainty of God’s judgment
                   The first proverb attacked by Ezekiel expressed the people’s doubts about the fact of God’s judgment. The second proverb expressed their doubts about the imminency of God’s judgment. This saying was not specifically called a proverb, but it was cast in the same mold as the first proverb. It was another popular saying in Israel.

Even those Israelites who believed Ezekiel was a true prophet of God doubted the soon fulfillment of his oracles: he prophesies about the distant future. If God does act, their reasoning went, it will not be soon. Interestingly the Apostle Peter predicted that the same attitude would prevail in the last days regarding the second coming of Christ (2 Peter 3:3-10). God’s delay is a sign of mercy, not uncertainty.

Ezekiel said the judgment was not distant; it was standing at Israel’s very doorstep. God said, None of My words will be delayed any longer (cf. Ezek. 12:25). The second proverb, like the first, was giving false hope to a nation that needed a clear understanding of its dire condition. BKC
      L.  Chapter 13



The third message on the certainty of judgment (chap. 13).

Ezekiel’s third message was directed against Israel’s false prophets and prophetesses who were leading the nation astray. In a large measure they were responsible for the people’s misplaced hope. Ezekiel denounced the prophets (vv. 1-16) and the prophetesses (vv. 17-23). For both groups he first condemned their sin and then pronounced judgment.  BKC
Ezek 13:1-9  And the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, 2Son of man, prophesy against the prophets of Israel that prophesy, and say thou unto them that prophesy out of their own hearts, Hear ye the word of the LORD; 3Thus saith the Lord GOD; Woe unto the foolish prophets, that follow their own spirit, and have seen nothing! 4O Israel, thy prophets are like the foxes in the deserts. 5Ye have not gone up into the gaps, neither made up the hedge for the house of Israel to stand in the battle in the day of the LORD. 6They have seen vanity and lying divination, saying, The LORD saith: and the LORD hath not sent them: and they have made others to hope that they would confirm the word. 7Have ye not seen a vain vision, and have ye not spoken a lying divination, whereas ye say, The LORD saith it; albeit I have not spoken? 8Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; Because ye have spoken vanity, and seen lies, therefore, behold, I am against you, saith the Lord GOD. 9And mine hand shall be upon the prophets that see vanity, and that divine lies: they shall not be in the assembly of my people, neither shall they be written in the writing of the house of Israel, neither shall they enter into the land of Israel; and ye shall know that I am the Lord GOD.

      13:1-7  The false prophets were telling the people what they wanted to hear, that there was yet hope but this was not God's message.  These false prophets were like the foxes that make their home among the ruins, finding a way of profiting from the problems within the city.  They should have seen the decaying moral condition of the people and spoken out against their sin, but that was not what the people wanted to hear nor would that have been a popular or profitable thing for them to do.  Thus God would expose each of them, and bring His judgment upon them.

      13:8-9  Ezekiel mentioned three aspects of their judgment. First, they would not belong to the council of God’s people. The false prophets had enjoyed favor among Israel’s leaders. They were in positions of influence both in Jerusalem and in the exile; but after their prophecies were proved false, they would lose this favor. Second, besides losing their places on the council, they would also not be listed in Israel’s records (i.e., their names would not be recorded in the city’s list of citizens). To be excluded from the list would deprive an individual of the rights of citizenship (Ezra 2:62). These false prophets would be excommunicated from the fellowship of Israel. Third, the false prophets would never again enter the land of Israel. They would die as captives in a foreign land.  BKC
Ezek 13:10-16  Because, even because they have seduced my people, saying, Peace; and there was no peace; and one built up a wall, and, lo, others daubed it with untempered mortar: 11Say unto them which daub it with untempered mortasr, that it shall fall: there shall be an overflowing shower; and ye, O great hailstones, shall fall; and a stormy wind shall rend it. 12Lo, when the wall is fallen, shall it not be said unto you, Where is the daubing wherewith ye have daubed it? 13Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; I will even rend it with a stormy wind in my fury; and there shall be an overflowing shower in mine anger, and great hailstones in my fury to consume it. 14So will I break down the wall that ye have daubed with untempered mortar, and bring it down to the ground, so that the foundation thereof shall be discovered, and it shall fall, and ye shall be consumed in the midst thereof: and ye shall know that I am the LORD. 15Thus will I accomplish my wrath upon the wall, and upon them that have daubed it with untempered mortar, and will say unto you, The wall is no more, neither they that daubed it; 16To wit, the prophets of Israel which prophesy concerning Jerusalem, and which see visions of peace for her, and there is no peace, saith the Lord GOD.

      13:10-14
              The prophets have been building a wall of untruth.  All the untruth shall be swept away until the foundation of truth is revealed.    The reference to “untempered mortar” had to do with how walls were built.  Often the bricks were made from the clay and mud, and dried as they were stacked to form the wall.  However, such walls could not withstand the weather so to protect these walls mortar was mixed to plaster over the wall.  If the mortar had lime it served the purpose and protected the wall, but if there was no lime it was “untempered mortar” and would not withstand the outside forces.  

      13:15-16
              The walls of Jerusalem shall fall, and those who were giving the people a false hope shall also fall.  Keep in mind that the false prophets were proclaiming that they had received visions from God of peace and safety.

Ezek 13:17-23  Likewise, thou son of man, set thy face against the daughters of thy people, which prophesy out of their own heart; and prophesy thou against them, 18And say, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Woe to the women that sew pillows to all armholes, and make kerchiefs upon the head of every stature to hunt souls! Will ye hunt the souls of my people, and will ye save the souls alive that come unto you? 19And will ye pollute me among my people for handfuls of barley and for pieces of bread, to slay the souls that should not die, and to save the souls alive that should not live, by your lying to my people that hear your lies? 20Wherefore thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I am against your pillows, wherewith ye there hunt the souls to make them fly, and I will tear them from your arms, and will let the souls go, even the souls that ye hunt to make them fly. 21Your kerchiefs also will I tear, and deliver my people out of your hand, and they shall be no more in your hand to be hunted; and ye shall know that I am the LORD. 22Because with lies ye have made the heart of the righteous sad, whom I have not made sad; and strengthened the hands of the wicked, that he should not return from his wicked way, by promising him life: 23Therefore ye shall see no more vanity, nor divine divinations: for I will deliver my people out of your hand: and ye shall know that I am the LORD.
      13:17-18
God now turns His attention toward the women “prophetesses” that were more like mediums or sorceresses.  This practice probably came from Babylonian magic rituals, in which magical knots and bands were bound to various parts of the body to ward off evil spirits or to heal diseases. These “good-luck charms” supposedly had magical powers. The “veils” were long drapes that were placed on “their heads” and that covered the prophetesses’ bodies, possibly to convey the impression of mystery.      The purpose for the magic charms and mysterious veils was to ensnare people. Especially in times of uncertainty and turmoil, frauds and charlatans seem to prey on the fears of the gullible. These sorceresses would “tell the future” or provide a “good-luck spell” for a few handfuls of barley and scraps of bread, as payment for the divination.  BKC
      13:19-23
The prophetesses had disheartened the righteous with their lies and encouraged the wicked not to turn from their evil ways. This directly opposed God’s purposes for the people.   When God would judge the prophetesses the people would then realize that these women had lied. And the prophetesses themselves would be forced to admit their sin. God would banish false visions and divination from Israel and save His people from their terrible deception.  BKC
N.  Chapter 14



The fourth message on the certainty of judgment (14:1-11).

                    Ezekiel’s fourth message was a condemnation of idolatry.
Ezek 14:1-11  Then came certain of the elders of Israel unto me, and sat before me. 2And the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, 3Son of man, these men have set up their idols in their heart, and put the stumblingblock of their iniquity before their face: should I be inquired of at all by them? 4Therefore speak unto them, and say unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Every man of the house of Israel that setteth up his idols in his heart, and putteth the stumblingblock of his iniquity before his face, and cometh to the prophet; I the LORD will answer him that cometh according to the multitude of his idols; 5That I may take the house of Israel in their own heart, because they are all estranged from me through their idols. 6Therefore say unto the house of Israel, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Repent, and turn yourselves from your idols; and turn away your faces from all your abominations. 7For every one of the house of Israel, or of the stranger that sojourneth in Israel, which separateth himself from me, and setteth up his idols in his heart, and putteth the stumblingblock of his iniquity before his face, and cometh to a prophet to inquire of him concerning me; I the LORD will answer him by myself:  And I will set my face against that man, and will make him a sign and a proverb, and I will cut him off from the midst of my people; and ye shall know that I am the LORD. 9And if the prophet be deceived when he hath spoken a thing, I the LORD have deceived that prophet, and I will stretch out my hand upon him, and will destroy him from the midst of my people Israel. 10And they shall bear the punishment of their iniquity: the punishment of the prophet shall be even as the punishment of him that seeketh unto him; 11That the house of Israel may go no more astray from me, neither be polluted any more with all their transgressions; but that they may be my people, and I may be their God, saith the Lord GOD.  
      14:1-7  The idols were in their very heart.  Note the idea is repeated 4 times in these verses.  God is after the hearts of people.  God will not dwell in the same place with idols.  He will not share His glory with that of idols.  We must be sure to cleanse our hearts of idols if we are to have fellowship with God.  God will save those who repent and put away their idols.


14:8-9  If a prophet deceives, God says I have deceived Him. This is understandable that there is a place in provision that God gives a man up to his own deception.  II Thess. 2:9-12.  Here it means the false prophet has rebelled so long that God gives him over to his own deception.


The fifth message on the certainty of judgment (14:12-23).

Ezekiel again pointed up the inevitability of judgment on Israel. If God would spare the wicked city of Sodom for the sake of 10 righteous people (Gen. 18:22-33), the Israelites in Ezekiel’s day thought that surely He would spare Jerusalem because of its righteous individuals. But Ezekiel’s fifth message made it clear that the righteous few would not prevent God’s judgment on Jerusalem. BKC

Ezek 14:12-20  The word of the LORD came again to me, saying, 13Son of man, when the land sinneth against me by trespassing grievously, then will I stretch out mine hand upon it, and will break the staff of the bread thereof, and will send famine upon it, and will cut off man and beast from it: 14Though these three men, Noah, Daniel, and Job, were in it, they should deliver but their own souls by their righteousness, saith the Lord GOD.  If I cause noisome beasts to pass through the land, and they spoil it, so that it be desolate, that no man may pass through because of the beasts: 16Though these three men were in it, as I live, saith the Lord GOD, they shall deliver neither sons nor daughters; they only shall be delivered, but the land shall be desolate. 17Or if I bring a sword upon that land, and say, Sword, go through the land; so that I cut off man and beast from it: 18Though these three men were in it, as I live, saith the Lord GOD, they shall deliver neither sons nor daughters, but they only shall be delivered themselves. 19Or if I send a pestilence into that land, and pour out my fury upon it in blood, to cut off from it man and beast: 20Though Noah, Daniel, and Job, were in it, as I live, saith the Lord GOD, they shall deliver neither son nor daughter; they shall but deliver their own souls by their righteousness.

      14:12-20
In the first section of his message Ezekiel gave four “hypothetical” cases of judgment. A particular country sins against God by being unfaithful and He stretches out His hand against it. Being just, God could (a) cut off its food supply and send famine (v. 13), (b) send wild beasts through that country (v. 15), (c) bring a sword (v. 17), and/or (d) send a plague (v. 19). God could use any of these four means to punish the land and kill its people (see 5:17). In fact all four will be used during the Tribulation when God pours His judgment on the whole earth for her sin (Rev. 6:8).  BKC

In his four hypothetical cases Ezekiel interjected another element: what if three of the most righteous men who ever lived inhabited this land? God’s answer was that it would make no difference. Even if these three men—Noah, Daniel, and Job—were in it, they could save only themselves by their righteousness (Ezek. 14:20).  BKC

Even if these three pillars of righteousness prayed together for mercy in a land under judgment, their praying for others in that case would be of no avail; they could save only themselves. (see Jeremiah’s words about the ineffectiveness of Moses’ and Samuel’s praying, Jer. 15:1.) This was made even more poignant when God declared, they could not save their own sons or daughters. They alone would be saved. Noah had “saved” his family and Job’s family was restored after his calamities; but when God’s judgment would come on Israel, they would be able to rescue only themselves.  BKC
Ezek 14:21-23  For thus saith the Lord GOD; How much more when I send my four sore judgments upon Jerusalem, the sword, and the famine, and the noisome beast, and the pestilence, to cut off from it man and beast? 22Yet, behold, therein shall be left a remnant that shall be brought forth, both sons and daughters: behold, they shall come forth unto you, and ye shall see their way and their doings: and ye shall be comforted concerning the evil that I have brought upon Jerusalem, even concerning all that I have brought upon it. 23And they shall comfort you, when ye see their ways and their doings: and ye shall know that I have not done without cause all that I have done in it, saith the Lord GOD.
      14:21-23
     
Having established this general principle (vv. 12-20), Ezekiel applied it to 
Jerusalem. How much worse it will be when God sends against Jerusalem His four dreadful judgments—sword and famine and wild beasts and plague (5:17). It would be worse for Jerusalem because she did not have three giants of righteousness to intercede for her. If those righteous leaders could not save a wicked land, how could Jerusalem hope to escape with her paucity of righteous individuals? BKC

In the midst of announcing judgment God included a note of consolation. 
God’s judgment would be vindicated by the exiles in captivity when they 
observed the evil character of those who survived Jerusalem’s fall. Yet there 
would be some survivors—sons and daughters who would be brought out of it, that is, some would live through Jerusalem’s destruction and be brought to Babylon as captives. As that group of exiles went to Babylon, the exiles already there (the ones addressed by Ezekiel) would see their conduct and their actions, and be consoled regarding the disaster on Jerusalem.  BKC


Those who questioned the severity of God’s judgment would recognize its 
justice when they observed the evil character of the captives brought from 
Jerusalem. They would be forced to admit that these people did deserve to be 
punished and that God was not unjust. BKC

              Remember  Duet. 28, the whole chapter talks about the extent of the blessing that was offered for obedience and the extent of the judgment for disobedience.

      N.  Chapter 15
The parable of the fruitless vine (chap. 15).
The 3 messages (parables) given to Ezekiel in chapters 15–17 provided further evidence that God was going to destroy Jerusalem. The first message was about a vine, useless at first and even more useless after being burned. The people of Jerusalem were useless to God because of their idol worship, and so they would be destroyed and their cities burned. Isaiah also compared the nation of Israel to a vineyard (see Isaiah 5:1-7).  QVLAB
Ezek 15:1-4  And the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, 2Son of man, What is the vine tree more than any tree, or than a branch which is among the trees of the forest? 3Shall wood be taken thereof to do any work? or will men take a pin of it to hang any vessel thereon? 4Behold, it is cast into the fire for fuel; the fire devoureth both the ends of it, and the midst of it is burned. Is it meet for any work?
      15:1-4  Israel is the vine.  Hosea 10:1 - "Israel is an empty vine, he bringeth forth fruit unto himself."  Here we see that Israel is useless as they are a useless vine.  The only thing that Israel is good for is for casting into the fire.  

              Concerning the vine:

              
1.  The vine was created for one purpose, to bear fruit.

              
2.  Compared to other trees, the vine is crooked, twisted, and dwarf.

                               3.  Its wood is of very little use.  Not for buildings, not for fuel, as it is consumed very quickly.

                              4.  Israel is a perfect type of vine, as they are worthless outside of the Creators purpose for them.

Ezek 15:5-8  Behold, when it was whole, it was meet for no work: how much less shall it be meet yet for any work, when the fire hath devoured it, and it is burned? 6Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; As the vine tree among the trees of the forest, which I have given to the fire for fuel, so will I give the inhabitants of Jerusalem. 7And I will set my face against them; they shall go out from one fire, and another fire shall devour them; and ye shall know that I am the LORD, when I set my face against them. 8And I will make the land desolate, because they have committed a trespass, saith the Lord GOD.
      15:5-8  When we think of the vine is its natural state, it is really good for nothing (not even for firewood), except it bear fruit.  We are the same way.  There must be life in the vine and in us to become useful.  Even then it is not the vine, but the life in it that brings forth the fruit.  

              Just as the vine-dresser roots out the worthless vines and casts them into the fire, so will God purge Israel.  If the branch grafted in is truly of the vine, it will bear fruit.  If it is only a profession, it will not be able to bear real fruit, and be thrown into the fire; and should it escape one fire another will be waiting for it (speaking of the various judgments God would bring to punish for sin).

O. Chapter 16     The parable of the adulterous wife (chap. 16).
Ezek. 16:1-5  Again the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, 2Son of man, cause Jerusalem to know her abominations, 3And say, Thus saith the Lord GOD unto Jerusalem; Thy birth and thy nativity is of the land of Canaan; thy father was an Amorite, and thy mother an Hittite. 4And as for thy nativity, in the day thou wast born thy navel was not cut, neither wast thou washed in water to supple thee; thou wast not salted at all, nor swaddled at all. 5None eye pitied thee, to do any of these unto thee, to have compassion upon thee; but thou wast cast out in the open field, to the lothing of thy person, in the day that thou wast born.

16:1-5  In this parable on Jerusalem’s unfaithfulness Ezekiel pictured her as an unwanted child of a mixed union. Your ancestry and birth were in the land of the Canaanites; your father was an Amorite and your mother a Hittite. While Ezekiel had the people of Jerusalem in mind through most of this parable, this beginning seems to allude to the city of Jerusalem itself. Israel, of course, descended from Shem (Gen. 10:21-31); by contrast Jerusalem, before it was conquered by David (1 Chron. 11:4-9), was a Canaanite city (Canaan descended from Ham, not Shem, Gen. 10:6-20). The city’s early inhabitants were called Jebusites (Judges 19:10-12).  BKC


Why then did Ezekiel say that Jerusalem’s father was an Amorite and mother a Hittite? Perhaps the pagan Jebusites were associated with and were apparently like the Amorites and Hittites. This association may be suggested in the Table of Nations, which lists the Jebusites between the Hittites and Amorites (Gen. 10:15-16; Hittites were descendents of Heth Gen. 10:15). BKC

The early beginnings of Jerusalem were like those of an unwanted child. Normally after a baby is born the umbilical cord is cut. In biblical times a newborn was then washed to remove the blood and then rubbed with salt to dry and firm the skin. Then the infant was wrapped in cloth for warmth and covering. But for Jerusalem these things were not done. No one looked on her with pity or had compassion enough to do any of these things for her. BKC

Also the baby (Jerusalem) was thrown out into the open field, for she was despised. The cruel practice of infanticide was prevalent in the ancient world. Unwanted and deformed children were cast out at birth and left to die. BKC

Ezek. 16:6-7  And when I passed by thee, and saw thee polluted in thine own blood, I said unto thee when thou wast in thy blood, Live; yea, I said unto thee when thou wast in thy blood, Live. 7I have caused thee to multiply as the bud of the field, and thou hast increased and waxen great, and thou art come to excellent ornaments: thy breasts are fashioned, and thine hair is grown, whereas thou wast naked and bare.



16:6-7  
As God noticed the struggling infant wallowing helplessly (kicking about in her blood), He came to her aid. The life of the infant was hanging in the balance till God ordained her survival: I said to you, Live!  The child lived and grew to maturity like a plant of the field. The modern equivalent of that comparison is “She grew like a weed.” As time went by, this baby grew into a young woman. Yet she was still naked and bare, in a destitute state.  BKC
Ezek. 16:8  Now when I passed by thee, and looked upon thee, behold, thy time was the time of love; and I spread my skirt over thee, and covered thy nakedness: yea, I sware unto thee, and entered into a covenant with thee, saith the Lord GOD, and thou becamest mine.   
16:8  God again passed by Jerusalem and noticed that she was old enough for love, that is, of marriageable age. God then entered into a covenant of marriage with her. I spread the corner of My garment over you and covered your nakedness. I gave you My solemn oath and entered into a covenant with you… and you became Mine. The symbolic act of spreading the lower part of one’s garment over another signified protection and betrothal (Ruth 3:9). God pledged His fidelity to Jerusalem and took her as His own. The historical event to which this alludes could be the appointment of Jerusalem as Israel’s capital and God’s dwelling place. 

Ezek. 16:9-14  Then washed I thee with water; yea, I thoroughly washed away thy blood from thee, and I anointed thee with oil. 10I clothed thee also with broidered work, and shod thee with badgers’ skin, and I girded thee about with fine linen, and I covered thee with silk. 11I decked thee also with ornaments, and I put bracelets upon thy hands, and a chain on thy neck. 12And I put a jewel on thy forehead, and earrings in thine ears, and a beautiful crown upon thine head. 13Thus wast thou decked with gold and silver; and thy raiment was of fine linen, and silk, and broidered work; thou didst eat fine flour, and honey, and oil: and thou wast exceeding beautiful, and thou didst prosper into a kingdom. 14And thy renown went forth among the heathen for thy beauty: for it was perfect through my comeliness, which I had put upon thee, saith the Lord GOD.

16:9-14  
God clothed His betrothed in splendor befitting a queen. The waif who had the stench of blood was washed and anointed with ointments, or expensive perfumes. The girl who was naked now received an embroidered dress… leather sandals.… fine linen, and… costly garments. God put jewelry on her, including bracelets… a necklace, a ring on her nose, earrings, and a crown. The “ring” was clipped to the outer part of a nostril and was worn as jewelry with bracelets and earrings (Gen. 24:47; Isa. 3:21). All this suggests that under God’s blessing during the reigns of David and Solomon Jerusalem became a magnificent city (1 Kings 10:4-5).  BKC

Besides receiving expensive jewelry and fine clothes Jerusalem also was given the choicest foods: fine flour, honey, and olive oil. Everything she could possibly need or want was lavished on her by her gracious, generous “Husband.” Being beautiful, she became a queen, and her beauty was known throughout the nations.  BKC
Had Ezekiel’s parable ended here, it would have been a beautiful rags-to-riches love story. But he added a bizarre twist to make the story correspond to the remainder of Jerusalem’s history. He pictured the unfaithfulness of this woman who was made a queen (Ezek. 16:15-34).  BKC
Ezek. 16:15-19  But thou didst trust in thine own beauty, and playedst the harlot because of thy renown, and pouredst out thy fornications on every one that passed by; his it was. 16And of thy garments thou didst take, and deckedst thy high places with divers colours, and playedst the harlot thereupon: the like things shall not come, neither shall it be so. 17Thou hast also taken thy fair jewels of my gold and of my silver, which I had given thee, and madest to thyself images of men, and didst commit whoredom with them, 18And tookest thy broidered garments, and coveredst them: and thou hast set mine oil and mine incense before them. 19My meat also which I gave thee, fine flour, and oil, and honey, wherewith I fed thee, thou hast even set it before them for a sweet savour: and thus it was, saith the Lord GOD.

16:15-19  

Jerusalem’s gaze turned from her Benefactor to her beauty, and she became proud (she used her fame to become a prostitute). Jerusalem forgot the One who had supplied her with her wealth, and turned away from Him (Deut. 6:10-12; 8:10-20). Instead she basked in her beauty and prostituted herself to other gods. Beginning in Solomon’s reign 
(1 Kings 11:7-13), and continuing till her fall to Nebuchadnezzar, Jerusalem turned from God to idolatry. She had times of revival, but her general trend was downward.  BKC

The very blessings God had bestowed on the city were used to worship the false gods. She took some of her garments to make gaudy high places, false worship centers usually situated on high hills.  God said, You also took the fine jewelry I gave you (16:11-13) and you made for yourself male idols and engaged in prostitution with them. Ezekiel used vivid imagery to drive home the truth of the vileness of Jerusalem’s sin. He pictured her taking her jewelry to make an image with which she engaged in sex. Similarly the people of Jerusalem took the material benefits given by God to make idols of false gods and committed spiritual adultery with them.  BKC
Ezek. 16:20-29  Moreover thou hast taken thy sons and thy daughters, whom thou hast borne unto me, and these hast thou sacrificed unto them to be devoured. Is this of thy whoredoms a small matter, 21That thou hast slain my children, and delivered them to cause them to pass through the fire for them? 22And in all thine abominations and thy whoredoms thou hast not remembered the days of thy youth, when thou wast naked and bare, and wast polluted in thy blood. 23And it came to pass after all thy wickedness, (woe, woe unto thee! saith the Lord GOD;) 24That thou hast also built unto thee an eminent place, and hast made thee an high place in every street. 25Thou hast built thy high place at every head of the way, and hast made thy beauty to be abhorred, and hast opened thy feet to every one that passed by, and multiplied thy whoredoms. 26Thou hast also committed fornication with the Egyptians thy neighbours, great of flesh; and hast increased thy whoredoms, to provoke me to anger. 27Behold, therefore I have stretched out my hand over thee, and have diminished thine ordinary food, and delivered thee unto the will of them that hate thee, the daughters of the Philistines, which are ashamed of thy lewd way. 28Thou hast played the whore also with the Assyrians, because thou wast unsatiable; yea, thou hast played the harlot with them, and yet couldest not be satisfied. 29Thou hast moreover multiplied thy fornication in the land of Canaan unto Chaldea; and yet thou wast not satisfied herewith.

16:20-29  
Jerusalem also offered up her own sons and daughters as human sacrifices (as food) to these false idols. The Canaanite practice of child sacrifice was forbidden to the Israelites (Lev. 18:21; 20:2-5; Deut. 12:31). In Ammon, parents killed their children and offered them in fires to entreat the god Molech’s favor. The practice crept into the nation of Israel, and by Ezekiel’s time child sacrifice was practiced openly in Jerusalem (2 Kings 21:6; Jer. 7:30-31; 32:35). Jerusalem had strayed far from her “Husband”; she had forgotten all His blessings. In her pride she forgot who had saved her from her destitute state as a neglected newborn and had elevated her to her exalted position.  BKC

Jerusalem developed an ever-deepening lust for idols. Her harlotry moved from the “high places” to the highways as shrines to foreign gods were erected at every intersection (in every public square) and on every street. Her desire for idolatry drove her to seek out “lovers” promiscuously to satisfy her lust. Her whoredoms included Egypt 
(v. 26), Assyria (v. 28), and Babylon (v. 29). Mentioning these nations implies not only Jerusalem’s desire for new foreign gods to worship but also her foreign intrigues and alliances.  BKC

God did not stand quietly by while His “wife” debased herself. He tried to curb her appetite by imposing judgment. He reduced her territory (land governed by Jerusalem) and gave her over to… the Philistines. The Philistines attacked Judah and Jerusalem in the reigns of Jehoram 
(2 Chron. 21:16-17) and Ahaz (2 Chron. 28:16-19). Yet even the Philistines were shocked by Jerusalem’s lewd conduct. The Philistines worshiped idols, but at least they remained faithful to their own gods.  BKC

Ezek. 16:30-34  How weak is thine heart, saith the Lord GOD, seeing thou doest all these things, the work of an imperious whorish woman; 31In that thou buildest thine eminent place in the head of every way, and makest thine high place in every street; and hast not been as an harlot, in that thou scornest hire; 32But as a wife that committeth adultery, which taketh strangers instead of her husband! 33They give gifts to all whores: but thou givest thy gifts to all thy lovers, and hirest them, that they may come unto thee on every side for thy whoredom. 34And the contrary is in thee from other women in thy whoredoms, whereas none followeth thee to commit whoredoms: and in that thou givest a reward, and no reward is given unto thee, therefore thou art contrary.

16:30-34  

Jerusalem was like a brazen prostitute, but with one major difference. A prostitute gets paid for her services, but Jerusalem scorned payment. She was an adulterous wife as well as a prostitute because she preferred strangers to her own husband. Jerusalem was a spiritual nymphomaniac. She had even resorted to paying bribes (rather than receiving a fee) to get the attention that earlier had been lavishly bestowed on her. Such a reversal was remarkably unusual, thus showing her debased commitment to idolatry and foreign alliances. As she departed from God, He then withheld His blessings that He had so freely given (Deut. 28:15-23). Instead of realizing her sin and returning to the true God, she sought out still more gods and offered larger “bribes” to induce these other gods to bless her. Jerusalem was squandering her wealth on things that could not bless.  BKC

Ezek. 16:35-43  Wherefore, O harlot, hear the word of the LORD: 36Thus saith the Lord GOD; Because thy filthiness was poured out, and thy nakedness discovered through thy whoredoms with thy lovers, and with all the idols of thy abominations, and by the blood of thy children, which thou didst give unto them; 37Behold, therefore I will gather all thy lovers, with whom thou hast taken pleasure, and all them that thou hast loved, with all them that thou hast hated; I will even gather them round about against thee, and will discover thy nakedness unto them, that they may see all thy nakedness. 38And I will judge thee, as women that break wedlock and shed blood are judged; and I will give thee blood in fury and jealousy. 39And I will also give thee into their hand, and they shall throw down thine eminent place, and shall break down thy high places: they shall strip thee also of thy clothes, and shall take thy fair jewels, and leave thee naked and bare. 40They shall also bring up a company against thee, and they shall stone thee with stones, and thrust thee through with their swords. 41And they shall burn thine houses with fire, and execute judgments upon thee in the sight of many women: and I will cause thee to cease from playing the harlot, and thou also shalt give no hire any more. 42So will I make my fury toward thee to rest, and my jealousy shall depart from thee, and I will be quiet, and will be no more angry. 43Because thou hast not remembered the days of thy youth, but hast fretted me in all these things; behold, therefore I also will recompense thy way upon thine head, saith the Lord GOD: and thou shalt not commit this lewdness above all thine abominations.

16:35-43  

It was now time for Him to judge.  God’s judgment on Jerusalem would fit her crime. She had exposed herself to all her lovers; now God would use her lovers to destroy her. He would bring the nations against her and strip her in front of them, so that they would all see her nakedness. Jerusalem would again be as defenseless before her enemies as she was before being espoused to the Lord (v. 8). BKC

God said He would punish Jerusalem as women were punished who commit adultery and who shed blood. The sentence for adultery in the Old Testament was stoning (Lev. 20:10; John 8:4-5). Jerusalem’s “adultery” was her idolatry, and the punishment for idolatry was the sword (Deut. 13:12-15). God actually employed both means of judgment—stoning and the sword—in Jerusalem’s fall. They will bring a mob against you, who will stone you and hack you to pieces with their swords (Ezek. 23:47). God had said that if a city in Israel became involved in idolatry its people were to be killed by the sword and the city was to be burned (Deut. 13:15-16). After Jerusalem’s fall Babylon did in fact burn down her houses and inflict punishment… in the sight of many women (Ezek. 16:41).  BKC


God’s judgment on Jerusalem would finally put a stop to her prostitution. Only after her destruction would His wrath… subside. God’s jealous anger does not indicate pettiness or vindictiveness; instead it is an essential display of His holiness. BKC


The root cause of Jerusalem’s sin was her failure to remember the days of her youth (v. 43; with “you will remember” in vv. 61, 63). All her grandeur came as a result of the Lord’s gracious favor. So when she turned from Him she was cutting herself off from the only true source of blessing and enraging the One who had raised her to greatness. BKC
Ezek. 16:44-48  Behold, every one that useth proverbs shall use this proverb against thee, saying, As is the mother, so is her daughter. 45Thou art thy mother’s daughter, that lotheth her husband and her children; and thou art the sister of thy sisters, which lothed their husbands and their children: your mother was an Hittite, and your father an Amorite. 46And thine elder sister is Samaria, she and her daughters that dwell at thy left hand: and thy younger sister, that dwelleth at thy right hand, is Sodom and her daughters. 47Yet hast thou not walked after their ways, nor done after their abominations: but, as if that were a very little thing, thou wast corrupted more than they in all thy ways. 48As I live, saith the Lord GOD, Sodom thy sister hath not done, she nor her daughters, as thou hast done, thou and thy daughters.    

16:44-48  

The first part of Ezekiel’s parable (vv. 1-43) is an analogy between Jerusalem and an adulterous wife. The second part of the parable (vv. 44-63) is an analogy between Jerusalem and her sisters Samaria and Sodom. If Jerusalem’s wicked sisters received judgment for their sin, how could Jerusalem, who was even more depraved, hope to escape? BKC


Jerusalem had a proverb about her fate, but God gave her a new proverb: Like mother, like daughter. This meant that the traits of the parents were seen in the children. Jerusalem’s actions were characteristic of her family heritage. Her mother had despised her husband and her children.  BKC

For emphasis, Ezekiel repeated the ancestral background of Jerusalem, already stated in 16:3. The debauchery, petty rivalries, and heartless cruelties of the Canaanite tribes were well known. Jerusalem inherited these characteristics from her “parents” and displayed them in her abandoning God and in cruelly sacrificing her own children.  BKC

Ezekiel expanded his analogy by comparing Jerusalem to her sisters, both of whom had “despised their husbands and their children” (v. 45). These two sisters (Samaria and Sodom), who shared Jerusalem’s family traits, were selected by Ezekiel to reinforce his point. Both cities—one north and one south of Jerusalem—were known for their gross sins and divine judgment.  BKC
Yet Jerusalem was even more depraved than both Samaria and Sodom. Not even Sodom, with its heinous sins, was guilty of some of Jerusalem’s lewd ways! (v. 48)  BKC
Ezek. 16:49-58  Behold, this was the iniquity of thy sister Sodom, pride, fulness of bread, and abundance of idleness was in her and in her daughters, neither did she strengthen the hand of the poor and needy. 50And they were haughty, and committed abomination before me: therefore I took them away as I saw good. 51Neither hath Samaria committed half of thy sins; but thou hast multiplied thine abominations more than they, and hast justified thy sisters in all thine abominations which thou hast done. 52Thou also, which hast judged thy sisters, bear thine own shame for thy sins that thou hast committed more abominable than they: they are more righteous than thou: yea, be thou confounded also, and bear thy shame, in that thou hast justified thy sisters. 53When I shall bring again their captivity, the captivity of Sodom and her daughters, and the captivity of Samaria and her daughters, then will I bring again the captivity of thy captives in the midst of them: 54That thou mayest bear thine own shame, and mayest be confounded in all that thou hast done, in that thou art a comfort unto them. 55When thy sisters, Sodom and her daughters, shall return to their former estate, and Samaria and her daughters shall return to their former estate, then thou and thy daughters shall return to your former estate. 56For thy sister Sodom was not mentioned by thy mouth in the day of thy pride, 57Before thy wickedness was discovered, as at the time of thy reproach of the daughters of Syria, and all that are round about her, the daughters of the Philistines, which despise thee round about. 58Thou hast borne thy lewdness and thine abominations, saith the LORD.

16:49-58  

Sodom’s sin was her haughty unconcern for the needs of others in spite of her wealth. Also the Sodomites did detestable things before God. This could refer to their deviate sexual aberrations (Gen. 19:4-5). The sin of Samaria, though not specifically stated, was her idolatry. But Jerusalem’s sins were so vile that, in comparison, the sins of both Sodom and Samaria seemed almost like righteous deeds!  BKC

Having announced the sin of and judgment on Jerusalem, Ezekiel then offered consoling words for 
her. Verses 53-63 speak of the restoration of all three “sisters.” I will restore the fortunes (blessings) of Sodom… and of Samaria… and your fortunes along with them. If God would restore Jerusalem, could He do any less for her more righteous sisters? Ezekiel was speaking of the national restoration of these cities in the Millennium. (Evidently Sodom will be rebuilt at that time.)  BKC

Once restored, Jerusalem will sense deep remorse. She will bear her disgrace and be ashamed of all she had done in giving Samaria and Sodom comfort. This statement is connected with verse 52. Jerusalem’s shame would be deeper because the depths of her sins actually were a source of comfort to Sodom and Samaria. In other words, if God would restore (return) the wretched Jerusalem, certainly He would restore her sisters.   BKC

Jerusalem’s sin became the subject of gossip. In her haughtiness, before her fall, she would not even mention the name of her “fallen” sister Sodom. However, after her exposure and sin Jerusalem would be the object of derision by surrounding nations, including the daughters of Edom and all her neighbors and the daughters of the Philistines. Edom, south of the Dead Sea, was a constant rival of Judah (2 Kings 8:20-22; 2 Chron. 28:17; Obad.). Edom gloated over Judah’s fall to Babylon and aided Babylon in her attack on Jerusalem (Ps. 137:7; Ezek. 25:12-14; 35:5-6, 15). “The daughters” of Edom and Philistia probably were the cities located in those countries. Jerusalem would be restored—but she would first have to bear the shameful consequences of her sin.  BKC

Ezek. 16:59-63  For thus saith the Lord GOD; I will even deal with thee as thou hast done, which hast despised the oath in breaking the covenant.  60Nevertheless I will remember my covenant with thee in the days of thy youth, and I will establish unto thee an everlasting covenant. 61Then thou shalt remember thy ways, and be ashamed, when thou shalt receive thy sisters, thine elder and thy younger: and I will give them unto thee for daughters, but not by thy covenant. 62And I will establish my covenant with thee; and thou shalt know that I am the LORD: 63That thou mayest remember, and be confounded, and never open thy mouth any more because of thy shame, when I am pacified toward thee for all that thou hast done, saith the Lord GOD.

16:59-63  

Though Jerusalem’s sin would be judged, God would restore her to fellowship with Him. Describing the certainty of Jerusalem’s judgment, Ezekiel stressed that God was not abandoning His people forever. God had entered into a binding covenant with His people (v. 8), and He would remember (keep) it. This everlasting covenant is the “New Covenant” spoken of by Jeremiah (Jer. 31:31-34) and Ezekiel (Ezek. 11:18-20; 36:26-28; 37:26-28).  BKC


When this “everlasting covenant” is established, God will also change the relationship between Jerusalem and her restored sisters. They will become her daughters, that is, Jerusalem will assume responsibility for Samaria and Sodom when her kingdom is restored in the Millennium. God’s covenant here (16:61) probably refers to the Mosaic Covenant established with Israel, which she had broken (vv. 59-60a).  BKC


In the Millennium, when God establishes the New Covenant and restores Jerusalem, she will know that God is the Lord. Jerusalem’s problem had been her forgetting God’s past deeds (v. 43). But God’s final covenant will correct her problem of spiritual amnesia (v. 63). Then, God said, when I make atonement for you… you will remember (v. 61) and be ashamed (vv. 52, 54). God’s judgment and subsequent restoration would have a humbling effect on the nation. Her problem of pride (v. 56) would be eliminated forever. BKC
P. Chapter 17    
The parable of the two eagles (chap. 17).

This parable about two eagles pictures Zedekiah’s rebellion against the king of Babylon and the judgment that would result.  BKC

Ezek 17:1-10  And the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, 2Son of man, put forth a riddle, and speak a parable unto the house of Israel; 3And say, Thus saith the Lord GOD; A great eagle with great wings, longwinged, full of feathers, which had divers colours, came unto Lebanon, and took the highest branch of the cedar: 4He cropped off the top of his young twigs, and carried it into a land of traffic; he set it in a city of merchants. 5He took also of the seed of the land, and planted it in a fruitful field; he placed it by great waters, and set it as a willow tree. 6And it grew, and became a spreading vine of low stature, whose branches turned toward him, and the roots thereof were under him: so it became a vine, and brought forth branches, and shot forth sprigs. 7There was also another great eagle with great wings and many feathers: and, behold, this vine did bend her roots toward him, and shot forth her branches toward him, that he might water it by the furrows of her plantation. 8It was planted in a good soil by great waters, that it might bring forth branches, and that it might bear fruit, that it might be a goodly vine. 9Say thou, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Shall it prosper? shall he not pull up the roots thereof, and cut off the fruit thereof, that it wither? it shall wither in all the leaves of her spring, even without great power or many people to pluck it up by the roots thereof. 10Yea, behold, being planted, shall it prosper? shall it not utterly wither, when the east wind toucheth it? it shall wither in the furrows where it grew.
      17:1-2  Ezekiel here is to speak a riddle in parable.  Basically this meant that Ezekiel was to speak a longer parable that would require an explanation in that it was also a riddle.  Thus in verses 3-10 he speaks the parable, and in verses 11-21 gives the explanation.

      17:3-6  First eagle  - the great eagle was Babylon and Nebuchadnezzar who came to Lebanon, referring to Jerusalem, and took away Jehoiachin (the top branch that was cropped off).  Thus Zedekiah a member of the royal family became a puppet king under Nebuchadnezzar.  This meant that as long as Zedekiah obeyed Nebuchadnezzar the people whom he had not taken captive could continue to live in Jerusalem.  However, Zedekiah began to plot with Egypt to free himself from Nebuchadnezzar.  Zedekiah is Jehoiakim's brother who was Mattaniah with his name changed.  Zedekiah is the spreading vine of low stature.  

      17:7-10 The second “eagle” was Egypt, which influenced Zedekiah to rebel against Babylon. Judah’s king violated his oath of allegiance to Babylon and joined forces with Egypt, sending… envoys to Egypt to get horses and a large army. When Ezekiel penned this prophecy Zedekiah’s final revolt had not yet happened. Assuming that the book was arranged chronologically, this prophetic parable was written sometime between 592 b.c. (8:1) and 591 b.c. (20:1). Zedekiah’s final revolt against Babylon actually began in 588 b.c., so Ezekiel predicted Zedekiah’s revolt about three years before it happened.  BKC


While Ezekiel is prophecing from exile, Jeremiah is speaking the same warning to Zedekiah concerning his desire to make alliance with Egypt.  Jeremiah 2:36-37

Ezek 17:11-16  Moreover the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, 12Say now to the rebellious house, Know ye not what these things mean? tell them, Behold, the king of Babylon is come to Jerusalem, and hath taken the king thereof, and the princes thereof, and led them with him to Babylon; 13And hath taken of the king’s seed, and made a covenant with him, and hath taken an oath of him: he hath also taken the mighty of the land: 14That the kingdom might be base, that it might not lift itself up, but that by keeping of his covenant it might stand. 15But he rebelled against him in sending his ambassadors into Egypt, that they might give him horses and much people. Shall he prosper? shall he escape that doeth such things? or shall he break the covenant, and be delivered? 16As I live, saith the Lord GOD, surely in the place where the king dwelleth that made him king, whose oath he despised, and whose covenant he brake, even with him in the midst of Babylon he shall die.
      17:11-14    

              The rebellious house was Judah.  We see Babylon taking away the high and mighty, leaving Zedekiah king over the lower people.  Zedekiah remember, was to be a puppet king for Nebuchadnezzar, having entered into a covenant with Babylon, but Zedekiah rebels against Nebuchadnezzar.  

      17:15-16
              When Zedekiah rebels against Babylon, he seeks the alliance with Egypt.  Thus he breaks the covenant he had with Babylon and as a judgment he will be taken to Babylon to die. The king of Egypt was Pharoah-Hophra.  

Ezek 17:17-24  Neither shall Pharaoh with his mighty army and great company make for him in the war, by casting up mounts, and building forts, to cut off many persons: 18Seeing he despised the oath by breaking the covenant, when, lo, he had given his hand, and hath done all these things, he shall not escape. 19Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; As I live, surely mine oath that he hath despised, and my covenant that he hath broken, even it will I recompense upon his own head. 20And I will spread my net upon him, and he shall be taken in my snare, and I will bring him to Babylon, and will plead with him there for his trespass that he hath trespassed against me. 21And all his fugitives with all his bands shall fall by the sword, and they that remain shall be scattered toward all winds: and ye shall know that I the LORD have spoken it.

22Thus saith the Lord GOD; I will also take of the highest branch of the high cedar, and will set it; I will crop off from the top of his young twigs a tender one, and will plant it upon an high mountain and eminent: 23In the mountain of the height of Israel will I plant it: and it shall bring forth boughs, and bear fruit, and be a goodly cedar: and under it shall dwell all fowl of every wing; in the shadow of the branches thereof shall they dwell. 24And all the trees of the field shall know that I the LORD have brought down the high tree, have exalted the low tree, have dried up the green tree, and have made the dry tree to flourish: I the LORD have spoken and have done it.
      17:17-21
              God views the covenant Judah made with Babylon as God's covenant.  So when Judah makes alliance with Egypt they are breaking God's covenant.

      17:22-24
              Israel is the Cedar Tree that God is taking the branches off of, yet through one branch shall a great tree come, who is Christ.   


God said He (I Myself) will take a shoot from the very top of a cedar and plant it. The “shoot” was the Davidic line (v. 4 with v. 12). God will replant a king from the line of David on the mountain heights of Israel. The kingdom will not be destroyed for God will restore it to the land of Israel. That kingdom will produce branches and bear fruit and become a splendid cedar. That is, it will prosper as it has never done before. Instead of plucking branches from it, birds of every kind will nest in it. This suggests that Israel will protect surrounding nations rather than being their pawn.


God’s purpose in restoring Israel is to reveal His glory and plan for Israel to all nations. All the trees… will know that I the Lord bring down the tall tree and make the low tree grow tall. Israel’s rise to prominence will be a catalyst to turn other nations to the Lord.


This prophecy was not fulfilled when Israel returned to the land after the Babylonian Captivity. The fulfillment of verses 22-24 awaits God’s establishment of Israel in the Millennium under the Messiah, Jesus Christ. At that time God’s kingdom will rule the world (Dan. 2:44-45; Zech. 14:3-9, 16-17).
              Christ is: 

              

1.  The Branch  -  Zech. 6:12.

                  

2.  The Root and Offspring of David  -  Rev. 22:16.

              

3.  God's servant the Branch  -  Zech. 3:8.

              

4.  A Rod out of the Stem of Jesse - Is. 11:1.

Verse 24 shows us that God has:

1. “brought down the high tree” which would likely be a reference to those who were in leadership or thought of themselves in a prideful way.

2. “exalted the low tree” which most likely is a reference to the restoration of Israel after it was humbled.

3. “dried up the green tree” likely to represent the present kingdom of Babylon.

4. “made the dry tree to flourish” which could be a reference to the kingdom of  the Messiah, Jesus Christ as he is the root out of dry ground.

Q. Chapter 18

Ezek 18:1-9  The word of the LORD came unto me again, saying, 2What mean ye, that ye use this proverb concerning the land of Israel, saying, The fathers have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge? 3As I live, saith the Lord GOD, ye shall not have occasion any more to use this proverb in Israel. 4Behold, all souls are mine; as the soul of the father, so also the soul of the son is mine: the soul that sinneth, it shall die. 5But if a man be just, and do that which is lawful and right, 6And hath not eaten upon the mountains, neither hath lifted up his eyes to the idols of the house of Israel, neither hath defiled his neighbour’s wife, neither hath come near to a menstruous woman, 7And hath not oppressed any, but hath restored to the debtor his pledge, hath spoiled none by violence, hath given his bread to the hungry, and hath covered the naked with a garment; 8He that hath not given forth upon usury, neither hath taken any increase, that hath withdrawn his hand from iniquity, hath executed true judgment between man and man, 9Hath walked in my statutes, and hath kept my judgments, to deal truly; he is just, he shall surely live, saith the Lord GOD.

                18:1-4  God asked Ezekiel about a proverb being circulated. This proverb—The fathers eat sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge—must have been well known in Israel because Jeremiah also quoted it (Jer. 31:29-30). The proverb’s point was that children were suffering because of their parents’ sins. True, Jerusalem was suffering, but as stated in the proverb the people thought they were suffering not because of their sins but because of their parents’ sins. So these people were blaming God for punishing them unjustly (Ezek. 18:25). BKC


God saw that this false proverb had to be refuted. Yet, as with all false doctrines, a kernel of truth in the teaching made it seem plausible. In the Ten Commandments God indicated that He was “a jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of the fathers to the third and fourth generation of those who hate Me” (Ex. 20:5). This same threat was repeated in Exodus 34:6-7 and Deuteronomy 5:9. Even Ezekiel had traced God’s coming judgment back to the people’s past actions (Ezek. 16:15-29). But the point of these passages was that the effects of sin are serious and long-lasting, not that God capriciously punishes the innocent for their ancestors’ evil ways.   BKC

The people were denying their own guilt, and blaming others for their misfortunes. This was wrong because every individual is personally responsible to God. For every living soul belongs to Me, the father as well as the son. Those who are guilty will receive their own deserved punishment. The soul who sins is the one who will die (18:20). The people of Israel could not rightly charge God with injustice.  BKC
      18:5-9  Ezekiel begins in verses 5-9 with the first of three “cases” to prove the principle of individual responsibility. Each hypothetical situation begins with Suppose (vv. 5, 10, 14). 
   1.  a righteous man who does right (vv. 5-9), 
   2.  a violent son of a righteous father (vv. 10-13), and 
   3.  a righteous son of a violent father (vv. 14-18). 
In each Ezekiel described the individual’s actions and God’s response. BKC


The first hypothetical case was that of a man who was righteous and who followed God’s Law with all his heart (vv. 5-9). He was not guilty of idolatry. He did not eat at the mountain shrines (8:12; 16:24-25, 31, 39; 18:15; 22:9) or look to the idols.  BKC



The scripture goes on to list the activities and behaviors of this man who is righteous in his heart to follow the Law of God.  We see in vs. 9 that such a man shall surely live.

In addition, some people of Judah used the corporate umbrella of God’s blessing as an excuse for disobeying God. They thought that because of their righteous ancestors (18:5-9), they would live. God told them that they would not; they were the evil children of righteous parents and, as such, would die (18:10-13). If, however, anyone returned to God, he or she would live (18:14-18).  QVLAB
Ezek 18:10-23  If he beget a son that is a robber, a shedder of blood, and that doeth the like to any one of these things, 11And that doeth not any of those duties, but even hath eaten upon the mountains, and defiled his neighbour’s wife, 12Hath oppressed the poor and needy, hath spoiled by violence, hath not restored the pledge, and hath lifted up his eyes to the idols, hath committed abomination, 13Hath given forth upon usury, and hath taken increase: shall he then live? he shall not live: he hath done all these abominations; he shall surely die; his blood shall be upon him. 14Now, lo, if he beget a son, that seeth all his father’s sins which he hath done, and considereth, and doeth not such like, 15That hath not eaten upon the mountains, neither hath lifted up his eyes to the idols of the house of Israel, hath not defiled his neighbour’s wife, 16Neither hath oppressed any, hath not withholden the pledge, neither hath spoiled by violence, but hath given his bread to the hungry, and hath covered the naked with a garment, 17That hath taken off his hand from the poor, that hath not received usury nor increase, hath executed my judgments, hath walked in my statutes; he shall not die for the iniquity of his father, he shall surely live. 18As for his father, because he cruelly oppressed, spoiled his brother by violence, and did that which is not good among his people, lo, even he shall die in his iniquity. 19Yet say ye, Why? doth not the son bear the iniquity of the father? When the son hath done that which is lawful and right, and hath kept all my statutes, and hath done them, he shall surely live. 20The soul that sinneth, it shall die. The son shall not bear the iniquity of the father, neither shall the father bear the iniquity of the son: the righteousness of the righteous shall be upon him, and the wickedness of the wicked shall be upon him.  21But if the wicked will turn from all his sins that he hath committed, and keep all my statutes, and do that which is lawful and right, he shall surely live, he shall not die. 22All his transgressions that he hath committed, they shall not be mentioned unto him: in his righteousness that he hath done he shall live. 23Have I any pleasure at all that the wicked should die? saith the Lord GOD: and not that he should return from his ways, and live?
      18:10-20
                            In verses 10-13 Ezekiel moved to his second hypothetical situation. Suppose the righteous man has a rebellious (violent) son who commits sins his father had avoided (vv. 11-13a with vv. 8-9).   God’s verdict on this man was unfavorable. He would be put to death and his blood would be on his own head. The father’s righteousness would not benefit his son (14:16, 18). This confirmed the fallacy of the people’s proverb (18:2) and the truth of God’s principle (v. 4). BKC
Then in verses 14-20 Ezekiel’s third case continued to follow this hypothetical family. Suppose (“suppose” in vv. 5, 10) this wicked son has a son who sees all the sins of his father but does not do such things himself. Instead of following in the sin of his father, this son followed in the righteous path of his grandfather (vv. 15-16 with vv. 6-9).  God’s conclusion is obvious: He will not die for his father’s sin; he will surely live. A righteous son will not be punished for his father’s evil deeds. But his father will die for his own sin. The proverb being quoted (v. 2) was incorrect. When the people were judged, it was not for the sins of someone in a former generation. Only those who remained faithful to God would be delivered (v. 19).  Ezekiel then repeated his point: The soul who sins is the one who will die (v. 20; with v. 4).  BKC

      18:21-23  Now if the wicked man turns from his sin, he shall live.  His    
                      repentance shall wipe away all remembrance of his prior evil works.

God is a God of love, but he is also a God of perfect justice. His perfect love causes him to be merciful to those who recognize their sin and turn back to him, but he cannot wink at those who willfully sin. Wicked people die both physically and spiritually. God takes no joy in their deaths; he would prefer that they turn to him and have eternal life. Likewise, we should not rejoice in the misfortunes of nonbelievers. Instead, we should do all in our power to bring them to faith.  QVLAB
Ezek 18:24-32  But when the righteous turneth away from his righteousness, and committeth iniquity, and doeth according to all the abominations that the wicked man doeth, shall he live? All his righteousness that he hath done shall not be mentioned: in his trespass that he hath trespassed, and in his sin that he hath sinned, in them shall he die. 25Yet ye say, The way of the Lord is not equal. Hear now, O house of Israel; Is not my way equal? are not your ways unequal? 26When a righteous man turneth away from his righteousness, and committeth iniquity, and dieth in them; for his iniquity that he hath done shall he die. 27Again, when the wicked man turneth away from his wickedness that he hath committed, and doeth that which is lawful and right, he shall save his soul alive. 28Because he considereth, and turneth away from all his transgressions that he hath committed, he shall surely live, he shall not die. 29Yet saith the house of Israel, The way of the Lord is not equal. O house of Israel, are not my ways equal? are not your ways unequal?

30Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, every one according to his ways, saith the Lord GOD. Repent, and turn yourselves from all your transgressions; so iniquity shall not be your ruin. 31Cast away from you all your transgressions, whereby ye have transgressed; and make you a new heart and a new spirit: for why will ye die, O house of Israel? 32For I have no pleasure in the death of him that dieth, saith the Lord GOD: wherefore turn yourselves, and live ye.
      18:24   If a man starts off good and then backslides, God shall not remember his righteous things, but the state he is in at his death.  Thus the importance of continuing to live for God and not ourselves.

      18:25-29
              God's ways are equal.  It is man's way that is unequal.  Man mistakenly believes that God must live up to man’s idea of fairness.  Just the opposite is true, man must live up to God’s.

      18:30-32
              The prophet was warned of the judgment, and we see God's grace and His desire that men turn to Him.  God takes no pleasure in seeing the wicked die.  

Ezekiel’s solution to the problem of inherited guilt  (all men have inherited guilt in that we were all “in Adam” when he sinned thus we are all sinners Rom. 3:23) is for each person to have a changed life (this is the same way to forgiveness and salvation today—a changed life through faith in Christ and the transforming work of  the Holy Spirit in the life of the new believer). This is God’s work in us and not something we can do for ourselves. The Holy Spirit does it (Psalm 51:10-12). If we renounce our life’s direction of sin and rebellion and turn to God, he will give us a new direction, a new love, and a new power to change. You can begin by faith, trusting in God’s power to change your heart and mind. Then determine to live each day with him in control (Ephesians 4:22-24).  QVLAB
R. Chapter 23

Ezek 23:1-4  The word of the LORD came again unto me, saying, 2Son of man, there were two women, the daughters of one mother: 3And they committed whoredoms in Egypt; they committed whoredoms in their youth: there were their breasts pressed, and there they bruised the teats of their virginity. 4And the names of them were Aholah the elder, and Aholibah her sister: and they were mine, and they bare sons and daughters. Thus were their names; Samaria is Aholah, and Jerusalem Aholibah.
      23:1-4  These two sisters, who became prostitutes represent Samaria and Jerusalem. God never intended the worship to go to Samaria as the center of worship for the Northern Kingdom.  Here we see two tents or tabernacles.  One was God's (Jerusalem), the other was the people's (Samaria).  Oholah = "her tent"     Oholibah = "my tent is in her"


Thus God’s presence was abiding in Jerusalem not Samaria.

Ezek 23:5-12  And Aholah played the harlot when she was mine; and she doted on her lovers, on the Assyrians her neighbours, 6Which were clothed with blue, captains and rulers, all of them desirable young men, horsemen riding upon horses. 7Thus she committed her whoredoms with them, with all them that were the chosen men of Assyria, and with all on whom she doted: with all their idols she defiled herself. 8Neither left she her whoredoms brought from Egypt: for in her youth they lay with her, and they bruised the breasts of her virginity, and poured their whoredom upon her. 9Wherefore I have delivered her into the hand of her lovers, into the hand of the Assyrians, upon whom she doted. 10These discovered her nakedness: they took her sons and her daughters, and slew her with the sword: and she became famous among women; for they had executed judgment upon her.

11And when her sister Aholibah saw this, she was more corrupt in her inordinate love than she, and in her whoredoms more than her sister in her whoredoms. 12She doted upon the Assyrians her neighbours, captains and rulers clothed most gorgeously, horsemen riding upon horses, all of them desirable young men.
      23:5-12 We see in these scriptures that because they trusted in Assyria it was that nation that was to bring them into captivity.  It shows how they were attracted to Assyrian idols.

Israel’s (the Northern Kingdom-10 tribes) relationships with Assyria are well documented. The Black Obelisk of the Assyrian king Shalmaneser III (dated ca. 841 b.c.) mentions “Jehu son of Omri” and pictures him bowing down to the Assyrian monarch. This is not mentioned in the Bible, but it probably resulted from the Syrian threat to Israel. Syria was expanding into Israel’s land in the Transjordan during Jehu’s reign (2 Kings 10:32-34). To counter that threat Jehu allied Israel with Assyria and submitted himself as a vassal. The obelisk pictures Jehu and his servants bringing tribute to the Assyrian king. Menahem and Hoshea, two later kings of Israel, also paid tribute to Assyria (2 Kings 15:19-20; 17:34). The Prophet Hosea (ca. 760-720 b.c.) rebuked Israel for her dependence on Assyria instead of on the Lord (Hosea 5:13-14; 7:11; 8:9; 12:1).  BKC


After Israel became Assyria’s vassal she could not disentangle herself. When she finally tried to break away by forming a coalition with both Syria and Egypt (2 Kings 17:4; Isa. 7:1), she felt Assyria’s wrath. The very nation to which Samaria had turned for assistance would destroy her. God gave all Israel, including Samaria, over to her lovers, the Assyrians, for whom she lusted and who killed her with the sword. In 722 b.c. Samaria fell to Assyria (2 Kings 17:5-6, 18-20).  BKC
Ezek 23:13-21  Then I saw that she was defiled, that they took both one way, 14And that she increased her whoredoms: for when she saw men portrayed upon the wall, the images of the Chaldeans portrayed with vermilion, 15Girded with girdles upon their loins, exceeding in dyed attire upon their heads, all of them princes to look to, after the manner of the Babylonians of Chaldea, the land of their nativity: 16And as soon as she saw them with her eyes, she doted upon them, and sent messengers unto them into Chaldea. 17And the Babylonians came to her into the bed of love, and they defiled her with their whoredom, and she was polluted with them, and her mind was alienated from them. 18So she discovered her whoredoms, and discovered her nakedness: then my mind was alienated from her, like as my mind was alienated from her sister. 19Yet she multiplied her whoredoms, in calling to remembrance the days of her youth, wherein she had played the harlot in the land of Egypt. 20For she doted upon their paramours, whose flesh is as the flesh of asses, and whose issue is like the issue of horses. 21Thus thou calledst to remembrance the lewdness of thy youth, in bruising thy teats by the Egyptians for the paps of thy youth.

      23:13-21
              Here we see the sister, Judah, (the southern kingdom—tribes of Judah and Benjamin) do the same thing that Samaria had done in lusting after foreign gods.  Only this time it was the gods of Babylon, and thus it was Babylon that took her captive.  


     In verse 20 God compares their actions as if they had intercourse with animals.  They were so far removed from God.  Note the important lesson here:  that when we give ourselves to something that is not of God (their lust for foreign idols), we come into bondage to that very thing.  It will likely be the means of our destruction.

Ezek 23:22-35  Therefore, O Aholibah, thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I will raise up thy lovers against thee, from whom thy mind is alienated, and I will bring them against thee on every side; 23The Babylonians, and all the Chaldeans, Pekod, and Shoa, and Koa, and all the Assyrians with them: all of them desirable young men, captains and rulers, great lords and renowned, all of them riding upon horses. 24And they shall come against thee with chariots, wagons, and wheels, and with an assembly of people, which shall set against thee buckler and shield and helmet round about: and I will set judgment before them, and they shall judge thee according to their judgments. 25And I will set my jealousy against thee, and they shall deal furiously with thee: they shall take away thy nose and thine ears; and thy remnant shall fall by the sword: they shall take thy sons and thy daughters; and thy residue shall be devoured by the fire. 26They shall also strip thee out of thy clothes, and take away thy fair jewels. 27Thus will I make thy lewdness to cease from thee, and thy whoredom brought from the land of Egypt: so that thou shalt not lift up thine eyes unto them, nor remember Egypt any more. 28For thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I will deliver thee into the hand of them whom thou hatest, into the hand of them from whom thy mind is alienated: 29And they shall deal with thee hatefully, and shall take away all thy labour, and shall leave thee naked and bare: and the nakedness of thy whoredoms shall be discovered, both thy lewdness and thy whoredoms. 30I will do these things unto thee, because thou hast gone a whoring after the heathen, and because thou art polluted with their idols. 31Thou hast walked in the way of thy sister; therefore will I give her cup into thine hand. 32Thus saith the Lord GOD; Thou shalt drink of thy sister’s cup deep and large: thou shalt be laughed to scorn and had in derision; it containeth much. 33Thou shalt be filled with drunkenness and sorrow, with the cup of astonishment and desolation, with the cup of thy sister Samaria. 34Thou shalt even drink it and suck it out, and thou shalt break the sherds thereof, and pluck off thine own breasts: for I have spoken it, saith the Lord GOD. 35Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; Because thou hast forgotten me, and cast me behind thy back, therefore bear thou also thy lewdness and thy whoredoms.

   23:22-35
              We see pictured the judgment and punishment that Judah and Samaria are to receive for their idolatry.  They shall be laid open and bare that their sins would be revealed for all to see.

Ezek 23:36-44  The LORD said moreover unto me; Son of man, wilt thou judge Aholah and Aholibah? yea, declare unto them their abominations; 37That they have committed adultery, and blood is in their hands, and with their idols have they committed adultery, and have also caused their sons, whom they bare unto me, to pass for them through the fire, to devour them. 38Moreover this they have done unto me: they have defiled my sanctuary in the same day, and have profaned my sabbaths. 39For when they had slain their children to their idols, then they came the same day into my sanctuary to profane it; and, lo, thus have they done in the midst of mine house. 40And furthermore, that ye have sent for men to come from far, unto whom a messenger was sent; and, lo, they came: for whom thou didst wash thyself, paintedst thy eyes, and deckedst thyself with ornaments, 41And satest upon a stately bed, and a table prepared before it, whereupon thou hast set mine incense and mine oil. 42And a voice of a multitude being at ease was with her: and with the men of the common sort were brought Sabeans from the wilderness, which put bracelets upon their hands, and beautiful crowns upon their heads. 43Then said I unto her that was old in adulteries, Will they now commit whoredoms with her, and she with them? 44Yet they went in unto her, as they go in unto a woman that playeth the harlot: so went they in unto Aholah and unto Aholibah, the lewd women.
23:36-44  Their sins of idolatry are exposed.

Speaks more of the sins of Samaria and Judah.  Here we see they even sacrificed their children to false idols and then the same day went into the tabernacle of Jehovah to worship thus defiling the tabernacle.  This made a mockery of worship. We cannot praise God and willfully sin at the same time.   QVLAB
Ezek 23:45-49  And the righteous men, they shall judge them after the manner of adulteresses, and after the manner of women that shed blood; because they are adulteresses, and blood is in their hands. 46For thus saith the Lord GOD; I will bring up a company upon them, and will give them to be removed and spoiled. 47And the company shall stone them with stones, and dispatch them with their swords; they shall slay their sons and their daughters, and burn up their houses with fire. 48Thus will I cause lewdness to cease out of the land, that all women may be taught not to do after your lewdness. 49And they shall recompense your lewdness upon you, and ye shall bear the sins of your idols: and ye shall know that I am the Lord GOD.
      23:45-49
              In the final section of this chapter vs. 36-49,  Ezekiel reviewed the sin and judgment of Samaria and Jerusalem. The history and judgment of both countries had been presented separately (vv. 1-35), but now they were combined for the sake of comparison. The sins of both nations were idolatry (vv. 36-39) and foreign alliances (vv. 40-44), and their judgments were the same (vv. 45-49).
S. Chapter 24

Ezek 24:1-14  Again in the ninth year, in the tenth month, in the tenth day of the month, the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, 2Son of man, write thee the name of the day, even of this same day: the king of Babylon set himself against Jerusalem this same day. 3And utter a parable unto the rebellious house, and say unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Set on a pot, set it on, and also pour water into it: 4Gather the pieces thereof into it, even every good piece, the thigh, and the shoulder; fill it with the choice bones.  5Take the choice of the flock, and burn also the bones under it, and make it boil well, and let them seethe the bones of it therein. 6Wherefore thus saith the Lord GOD; Woe to the bloody city, to the pot whose scum is therein, and whose scum is not gone out of it! bring it out piece by piece; let no lot fall upon it. 7For her blood is in the midst of her; she set it upon the top of a rock; she poured it not upon the ground, to cover it with dust; 8That it might cause fury to come up to take vengeance; I have set her blood upon the top of a rock, that it should not be covered. 9Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; Woe to the bloody city! I will even make the pile for fire great. 10Heap on wood, kindle the fire, consume the flesh, and spice it well, and let the bones be burned. 11Then set it empty upon the coals thereof, that the brass of it may be hot, and may burn, and that the filthiness of it may be molten in it, that the scum of it may be consumed. 12She hath wearied herself with lies, and her great scum went not forth out of her: her scum shall be in the fire. 13In thy filthiness is lewdness: because I have purged thee, and thou wast not purged, thou shalt not be purged from thy filthiness any more, till I have caused my fury to rest upon thee. 14I the LORD have spoken it: it shall come to pass, and I will do it; I will not go back, neither will I spare, neither will I repent; according to thy ways, and according to thy doings, shall they judge thee, saith the Lord GOD.

      24:1    Ezekiel’s final prophecies of doom against Jerusalem came in the ninth year (of King Jehoiachin’s exile; 1:2), in the 10th month on the 10th day. This was January 15, 588 b.c.—a day of national calamity for Jerusalem. The king of Babylon besieged Jerusalem that very day. This was the day Ezekiel had been pointing to for over four years. The date was so significant that it was also mentioned by the writer of 1 and 2 Kings (2 Kings 25:1) and by the Prophet Jeremiah (Jer. 39:1; 52:4).  BKC

      24:2-14 We see Jerusalem as the boiling pot.  Their captivity in Babylon shall bring great judgment.  All the different people of Jerusalem being boiled in the pot, and the scum of all their sin is coming forth.  Back in 
chapter 11 the men of Israel thought they were safe inside the iron pot but now we see the pot of safety has become the cooking pot.  The ingredients of the pot are then poured on the coals so all is consumed.


In the fire of God’s judgment Jerusalem’s “impurities” floated to the surface. Her corruption could not be hidden. She was as unappealing as rusty scum floating on the surface of a meal being cooked.  The meal was ruined by the rusty scum, so the contents of the pot were dumped. People in Jerusalem who had felt secure from Babylon’s onslaught would be dragged from the city into exile with no regard for their position in society (no lots would be cast for them).  The cause for the dispersion was repeated (24:7-8): bloodshed poured out openly on rocks, not… where the dust would cover it. Jerusalem had shed innocent blood and had not even bothered to hide her crimes. That blood was crying out, figuratively speaking, for vengeance (Gen. 4:10; Lev. 17:13-14; Job 16:18). Because Jerusalem had openly shed the blood of others, God would openly shed her blood on the bare rock.  BKC
The people had resisted all of God’s efforts to cleanse them from their imprities. Therefore they would experience the purifying work of God’s wrath. God’s patience had run out; the time had come for Him to judge. He would not hold back or have pity. God’s mercy prompts Him to withhold judgment as long as possible to enable people to repent 
(2 Peter 3:8-10), but He does not wait indefinitely. A time comes when God punishes wickedness.  BKC

Ezek 24:15-19  Also the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, 16Son of man, behold, I take away from thee the desire of thine eyes with a stroke: yet neither shalt thou mourn nor weep, neither shall thy tears run down. 17Forbear to cry, make no mourning for the dead, bind the tire of thine head upon thee, and put on thy shoes upon thy feet, and cover not thy lips, and eat not the bread of men. 18So I spake unto the people in the morning: and at even my wife died; and I did in the morning as I was commanded. 19And the people said unto me, Wilt thou not tell us what these things are to us, that thou doest so?
      24:15-19
              The death of Ezekiel's wife.  His wife is the desire of his eyes and God is taking her away as a sign.  Ezekiel is instructed not to mourn for her.  Thus the people wanted to know what this sign meant.  

Ezek 24:20-24  Then I answered them, The word of the LORD came unto me, saying, 21Speak unto the house of Israel, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I will profane my sanctuary, the excellency of your strength, the desire of your eyes, and that which your soul pitieth; and your sons and your daughters whom ye have left shall fall by the sword. 22And ye shall do as I have done: ye shall not cover your lips, nor eat the bread of men. 23And your tires shall be upon your heads, and your shoes upon your feet: ye shall not mourn nor weep; but ye shall pine away for your iniquities, and mourn one toward another. 24Thus Ezekiel is unto you a sign: according to all that he hath done shall ye do: and when this cometh, ye shall know that I am the Lord GOD.
      24:20-24
              
Ezekiel explained that the death of his wife symbolized the destruction of God’s temple and the slaughter of the people of Jerusalem—people loved by those in exile. Ezekiel had lost the “delight” of his “eyes” (v. 16) and the exiles would lose Jerusalem, the delight of their eyes (v. 25), to Babylon. Just as Ezekiel had experienced a great personal tragedy, so those already in captivity would feel the tragedy when they heard about Jerusalem’s fall and the massacre of their loved ones (sons and daughters) there.  BKC

Ezek 24:25-27  Also, thou son of man, shall it not be in the day when I take from them their strength, the joy of their glory, the desire of their eyes, and that whereupon they set their minds, their sons and their daughters, 26That he that escapeth in that day shall come unto thee, to cause thee to hear it with thine ears? 27In that day shall thy mouth be opened to him, which is escaped, and thou shalt speak, and be no more dumb: and thou shalt be a sign unto them; and they shall know that I am the LORD.
      24:25-27    

              God confirms that this happening is to be a sign.  So Ezekiel is quieted until after the fall of Jerusalem at which time he will again be allowed to speak to those who have escaped.  
T.  JUDGMENT ON GENTILE NATIONS (CHAPS. 25-32) 
The siege of Jerusalem had begun; it was only a matter of time till her 
destruction would be complete. So Ezekiel turned from Jerusalem to give 
messages against those nations surrounding it. If God would not spare His own 
people because of their sin, how could the nations around her hope to escape His 
judgment? God’s judgment began in Israel (chaps. 4-24), but it would extend 
from there to ‘other nations’ (chaps. 25-32). BKC

God’s judgment on these nations is based on the Abrahamic Covenant 
(Gen. 12:1-3; 15). Those who bless the descendants of Abraham will be blessed, 
and those who curse the descendants of Abraham will be cursed. Ezekiel 
pronounced God’s curse on seven countries that contributed to Judah’s downfall. BKC

The first three—Ammon, Moab, Edom—formed the eastern boundary of 
Judah; the fourth nation, Philistia, was on her western boundary. Tyre and Sidon, 
cities of Phoenicia, were the principal powers north of Judah; Egypt was the 
major power to the southwest. God’s judgment would extend out from Judah in 
all directions. BKC


Ezekiel’s first four prophecies (against Ammon, Moab, Edom, and Philistia) 
each cited the sin that prompted God’s judgment and then described that 
judgment. These two parts form a “because/therefore” pattern. “Because” 
() the nation had sinned against God’s people, “therefore” () God 
would punish them. Each prophecy closes with a statement of the result of its 
judgment: then “they will know that I am the LORD.” BKC
We shall examine the judgment against Tyre.

U. Chapter 28
Ezek 28:1-10 The word of the LORD came again unto me, saying, 2Son of man, say unto the prince of Tyrus, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Because thine heart is lifted up, and thou hast said, I am a God, I sit in the seat of God, in the midst of the seas; yet thou art a man, and not God, though thou set thine heart as the heart of God: 3Behold, thou art wiser than Daniel; there is no secret that they can hide from thee: 4With thy wisdom and with thine understanding thou hast gotten thee riches, and hast gotten gold and silver into thy treasures: 5By thy great wisdom and by thy traffic hast thou increased thy riches, and thine heart is lifted up because of thy riches: 6Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; Because thou hast set thine heart as the heart of God; 7Behold, therefore I will bring strangers upon thee, the terrible of the nations: and they shall draw their swords against the beauty of thy wisdom, and they shall defile thy brightness. 8They shall bring thee down to the pit, and thou shalt die the deaths of them that are slain in the midst of the seas. 9Wilt thou yet say before him that slayeth thee, I am God? but thou shalt be a man, and no God, in the hand of him that slayeth thee. 10Thou shalt die the deaths of the uncircumcised by the hand of strangers: for I have spoken it, saith the Lord GOD.

      28:1-10 Ezekiel had prophesied against the whole city; he was now singling out the city’s leader for a special word from God. This ruler then was Ethbaal III, who ruled from 591-590 b.c. to 573-572 b.c.  BKC

The underlying sin of Tyre’s king was his pride, which prompted him to view himself as a god. His claim to deity is referred to again in Ezekiel 28:6, 9. Evidently in Ezekiel’s day the kings of Tyre believed they were divine.  BKC


The king’s claims to deity were false. God said, You are a man and not a god. Ethbaal III was only a mortal. Evidently he felt he had wisdom that only a god could possess. In a statement dripping with irony Ezekiel asked the king, Are you wiser than Daniel? Is no secret hidden from you? Daniel had already achieved a reputation for his wisdom in the courts of Nebuchadnezzar (Dan. 1:19-20; 2:46-49). The irony was that Ethbaal III felt his wisdom exceeded that of even Daniel who served the country that would ultimately defeat Tyre. Daniel, who attributed all his wisdom to God (Dan. 2:27-28), was much wiser than Ethbaal III, who claimed to be a god.  BKC

Ethbaal III had been able to use his wisdom and skill to acquire material possessions. His lucrative trade had produced great wealth, including gold and silver, but it also increased his pride (his heart had grown proud).  BKC

Nebuchadnezzar besieged Tyre but never totally conquered it.   As one night the inhabitants of Tyre moved their belonging out to “the rock” which was a rock island some 900 feet from shore.  They knew that the Babylonians because of their superstitions would not fight at night.  Thus the next morning Nebuchadnezzar found his enemy firmly entrenched on the island and ready to fight.  So after 14 years of an ongoing siege against Tyre he decided he had fought enough an could not afford a naval battle so he took his troops home leaving the inhabitants of Tyre.  The total destruction of Tyre did not take place until Alexander the Great.  The Bible tells us that we are to war against spiritual wickedness in high places.  

              There is nothing wrong with wanting to be like God, but it is how you try to achieve Godliness.  Christ humbled himself as our example.  

Ezek 28:11-15  Moreover the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, 12Son of man, take up a lamentation upon the king of Tyrus, and say unto him, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Thou sealest up the sum, full of wisdom, and perfect in beauty. 13Thou hast been in Eden the garden of God; every precious stone was thy covering, the sardius, topaz, and the diamond, the beryl, the onyx, and the jasper, the sapphire, the emerald, and the carbuncle, and gold: the workmanship of thy tabrets and of thy pipes was prepared in thee in the day that thou wast created. 14Thou art the anointed cherub that covereth; and I have set thee so: thou wast upon the holy mountain of God; thou hast walked up and down in the midst of the stones of fire. 15Thou wast perfect in thy ways from the day that thou wast created, till iniquity was found in thee.
      28:11-15
              Here the law of double reference is being used as the prophecy is against the earthly king of Tyre but is also against Lucifer, Satan, who is likewise lifted up with pride.  Here we see that:

              

1.  He was full of wisdom.

              

2.  He was perfect in beauty.

              

3.  He was created.

              

4.  Precious stones were his covering.

             

5.  He knew the anointing of God.

              

6.  He walked with God.

              

7.  His ways were perfect until...

              And we also can see from I Tim. 3:6 that his pride brought his condemnation and the extent of his pride is found in Isa. 14 where Lucifer’s 5 I will’s are listed (see below).  

1 Tim 3:6  Not a novice, lest being lifted up with pride he fall into the condemnation of the devil.

Isa 14:12-15  How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! how art thou cut down to the ground, which didst weaken the nations!  14:13  For thou hast said in thine heart, I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God: I will sit also upon the mount of the congregation, in the sides of the north:  14:14  I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will be like the most High.  14:15  Yet thou shalt be brought down to hell, to the sides of the pit.

Ezek 28:16-26  By the multitude of thy merchandise they have filled the midst of thee with violence, and thou hast sinned: therefore I will cast thee as profane out of the mountain of God: and I will destroy thee, O covering cherub, from the midst of the stones of fire. 17Thine heart was lifted up because of thy beauty, thou hast corrupted thy wisdom by reason of thy brightness: I will cast thee to the ground, I will lay thee before kings, that they may behold thee. 18Thou hast defiled thy sanctuaries by the multitude of thine iniquities, by the iniquity of thy traffic; therefore will I bring forth a fire from the midst of thee, it shall devour thee, and I will bring thee to ashes upon the earth in the sight of all them that behold thee. 19All they that know thee among the people shall be astonished at thee: thou shalt be a terror, and never shalt thou be any more.

20Again the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, 21Son of man, set thy face against Zidon, and prophesy against it, 22And say, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I am against thee, O Zidon; and I will be glorified in the midst of thee: and they shall know that I am the LORD, when I shall have executed judgments in her, and shall be sanctified in her. 23For I will send into her pestilence, and blood into her streets; and the wounded shall be judged in the midst of her by the sword upon her on every side; and they shall know that I am the LORD. 24And there shall be no more a pricking brier unto the house of Israel, nor any grieving thorn of all that are round about them, that despised them; and they shall know that I am the Lord GOD. 25Thus saith the Lord GOD; When I shall have gathered the house of Israel from the people among whom they are scattered, and shall be sanctified in them in the sight of the heathen, then shall they dwell in their land that I have given to my servant Jacob. 26And they shall dwell safely therein, and shall build houses, and plant vineyards; yea, they shall dwell with confidence, when I have executed judgments upon all those that despise them round about them; and they shall know that I am the LORD their God.

      28:16-19
              These verses speak of Lucifer's final destruction as well as the king of Tyre.

      28:20-26    

Sidon, a sister city of Tyre (Jer. 25:22; 47:4; Joel 3:4; Zech. 9:2; Luke 6:17; 10:13-14), was 20 miles farther up the Mediterranean coast. Because of their close association, Ezekiel may have used this same introductory formula to link the two cities in judgment. Sidon was so closely allied with Tyre that perhaps Ezekiel felt it unnecessary to cite the same sins. She had violated God’s holy character and He would not allow her sin to remain unpunished. He would gain glory within Sidon and show Himself holy. God’s judgment would be by a plague and the sword. BKC


The judgment on Sidon would have two results: (1) It would force the Sidonians to acknowledge God’s righteous character—They will know that I am the Lord (stated in Ezek. 28:22, repeated in v. 23). (2) The judgment would remove an obstacle to Israel’s walk with God. Their malicious neighbors with their wicked influence on Israel had been like a pain in Israel’s side (painful briers and sharp thorns). The sinful practices of Baal worship had entered Israel through “Jezebel daughter of Ethbaal king of the Sidonians” (1 Kings 16:31).BKC 

God punished Israel for her sin, but He has not abandoned her. She is unique among all nations because God had established His covenant with her. Though all nations would be punished, only Israel was promised a restoration of fellowship. The land promise made to Abraham (Gen. 13:14-17; 15:17-21) and renewed to Jacob (Gen. 35:11-13) has not been revoked. Israel will live in her own land, because God has given it to Jacob. BKC

The promise that God’s people will live in complete safety has yet to be fulfilled. While many were allowed to return from exile under Zerubbabel, Ezra, and Nehemiah, and although the political nation is restored today, the inhabitants do not yet live in complete safety (28:26). Therefore, this promise will have its ultimate fulfillment when Christ sets up his eternal Kingdom.  QVLAB
V. Chapter 33
          (Chapters 33-39 show the moral condition of Israel exposed and a promise of future restoration to God and to their land.)


Ezekiel had been named God’s watchman to warn… Israel of coming judgment. Ezekiel’s first commissioning was to a ministry of judgment, but that ministry was now completed. God then appointed Ezekiel as a watchman for a second time, but this message was different. The focus was still on individual accountability and responsibility, but the message’s thrust was God’s restoration of Israel. BKC

Ezek 33:1-7  Again the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, 2Son of man, speak to the children of thy people, and say unto them, When I bring the sword upon a land, if the people of the land take a man of their coasts, and set him for their watchman: 3If when he seeth the sword come upon the land, he blow the trumpet, and warn the people; 4Then whosoever heareth the sound of the trumpet, and taketh not warning; if the sword come, and take him away, his blood shall be upon his own head. 5He heard the sound of the trumpet, and took not warning; his blood shall be upon him. But he that taketh warning shall deliver his soul. 6But if the watchman see the sword come, and blow not the trumpet, and the people be not warned; if the sword come, and take any person from among them, he is taken away in his iniquity; but his blood will I require at the watchman’s hand. 7So thou, O son of man, I have set thee a watchman unto the house of Israel; therefore thou shalt hear the word at my mouth, and warn them from me.     

      33:1-6  These verses show the principle of the watchman on the wall to warn of an attack.  If the watchman warns the city he has done his job, and is no longer responsible for the actions of the people.

      33:7    Ezekiel is God's watchman.  We too have the watchman responsibility - Paul said in Acts 20:26.

Ezek 33:8-10  When I say unto the wicked, O wicked man, thou shalt surely die; if thou dost not speak to warn the wicked from his way, that wicked man shall die in his iniquity; but his blood will I require at thine hand. 9Nevertheless, if thou warn the wicked of his way to turn from it; if he do not turn from his way, he shall die in his iniquity; but thou hast delivered thy soul.  10Therefore, O thou son of man, speak unto the house of Israel; Thus ye speak, saying, If our transgressions and our sins be upon us, and we pine away in them, how should we then live?
      33:8-10 Ezekiel as a watchman appointed by God has a responsibility to warn the people lest their blood be his responsibility.  We who are called by God have a similar commission (the Great Commission Matt. 28:19-20) in the New Testament to spread the “good news” of Jesus Christ.

Ezek 33:11-20  Say unto them, As I live, saith the Lord GOD, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked; but that the wicked turn from his way and live: turn ye, turn ye from your evil ways; for why will ye die, O house of Israel? 12Therefore, thou son of man, say unto the children of thy people, The righteousness of the righteous shall not deliver him in the day of his transgression: as for the wickedness of the wicked, he shall not fall thereby in the day that he turneth from his wickedness; neither shall the righteous be able to live for his righteousness in the day that he sinneth. 13When I shall say to the righteous, that he shall surely live; if he trust to his own righteousness, and commit iniquity, all his righteousnesses shall not be remembered; but for his iniquity that he hath committed, he shall die for it. 14Again, when I say unto the wicked, Thou shalt surely die; if he turn from his sin, and do that which is lawful and right; 15If the wicked restore the pledge, give again that he had robbed, walk in the statutes of life, without committing iniquity; he shall surely live, he shall not die. 16None of his sins that he hath committed shall be mentioned unto him: he hath done that which is lawful and right; he shall surely live. 17Yet the children of thy people say, The way of the Lord is not equal: but as for them, their way is not equal. 18When the righteous turneth from his righteousness, and committeth iniquity, he shall even die thereby. 19But if the wicked turn from his wickedness, and do that which is lawful and right, he shall live thereby. 20Yet ye say, The way of the Lord is not equal. O ye house of Israel, I will judge you every one after his ways.

      33:11-20    

              God doesn't want to punish, and those who turn to God will be spared, but if they remain in their sin they shall die.  God is showing again that His way is right and man's way is not.  This is very similar to Chapter 18.

Ezek 33:21-29  And it came to pass in the twelfth year of our captivity, in the tenth month, in the fifth day of the month, that one that had escaped out of Jerusalem came unto me, saying, The city is smitten. 22Now the hand of the LORD was upon me in the evening, afore he that was escaped came; and had opened my mouth, until he came to me in the morning; and my mouth was opened, and I was no more dumb. 23Then the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, 24Son of man, they that inhabit those wastes of the land of Israel speak, saying, Abraham was one, and he inherited the land: but we are many; the land is given us for inheritance. 25Wherefore say unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Ye eat with the blood, and lift up your eyes toward your idols, and shed blood: and shall ye possess the land? 26Ye stand upon your sword, ye work abomination, and ye defile every one his neighbour’s wife: and shall ye possess the land? Say thou thus unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD; As I live, surely they that are in the wastes shall fall by the sword, and him that is in the open field will I give to the beasts to be devoured, and they that be in the forts and in the caves shall die of the pestilence. 28For I will lay the land most desolate, and the pomp of her strength shall cease; and the mountains of Israel shall be desolate, that none shall pass through. 29Then shall they know that I am the LORD, when I have laid the land most desolate because of all their abominations which they have committed.
      33:21-22
Ezekiel was primed for his new ministry, inaugurated when news of Jerusalem’s fall reached the captives in Babylon. In the 12th year of their exile, in the 10th month on the fifth day, that is, on January 9, 585 b.c., news of the fall was delivered by one of Jerusalem’s survivors, who had traveled several months and several hundred miles to tell Ezekiel. Only then did the awful reality of Ezekiel’s prophecies strike home.  Now that Ezekiel’s message was confirmed, there was no need for him to be silent. So his mouth was opened the night before the messenger arrived. Ezekiel had remained silent for seven years, only speaking to utter God’s judgments (3:26-27).  BKC
      33:23-29
                            The people who remained in Israel after Jerusalem’s fall refused to acknowledge God’s judgment. Comparing themselves to Abraham, they claimed to be the remnant left by God to possess His Promised Land. If the one man, Abraham, had a right to the land, certainly, they reasoned, the many Israelites remaining there had a right to it. BKC

But there was one big difference between Abraham and those in the land. Abraham was righteous and they were wicked. They ate meat with the blood still in it (Lev. 17:10-14), worshiped idols (Ex. 20:4-6), and shed blood (Ex. 20:13). The right to possess the land depended on spiritual obedience, not numerical strength. Because of their sins these people had forfeited their rights to the Promised Land. BKC


Those who felt a smug arrogance in their possession of the land would soon experience the pains of judgment. Those in the city’s ruins would fall by the sword, those who fled to the countryside would be eaten by wild animals, and those who hid in strongholds and caves would die of a plague. Strikingly those were the same judgments the people of Jerusalem had experienced earlier (Ezek. 5:17; 14:21). In addition, the land (Judah) would be desolate.  BKC
Ezek 33:30-33  Also, thou son of man, the children of thy people still are talking against thee by the walls and in the doors of the houses, and speak one to another, every one to his brother, saying, Come, I pray you, and hear what is the word that cometh forth from the LORD. 31And they come unto thee as the people cometh, and they sit before thee as my people, and they hear thy words, but they will not do them: for with their mouth they show much love, but their heart goeth after their covetousness. 32And, lo, thou art unto them as a very lovely song of one that hath a pleasant voice, and can play well on an instrument: for they hear thy words, but they do them not. 33And when this cometh to pass, (lo, it will come,) then shall they know that a prophet hath been among them.
      33:30-33
The people hear the words but fail to take it to heart.  Thus not until all has come to pass will they truly know that there has been a prophet of God among them.

W.   Chapter 34

Ezekiel called the exiles “Israel,” referring to all Jews in captivity from both the northern and southern kingdoms. Ezekiel criticized Israel’s leaders for taking care of themselves rather than taking care of their people. He outlined their sins (34:1-6) and pronounced judgment upon them (34:7-10). Then he promised that a good shepherd (the Messiah) would come who would take care of the people as the other leaders were supposed to do (34:11-31). This beautiful message portrays the fate of the present shepherds, the work of the new shepherd, and the future of the sheep.  QVLAB
Ezek 34:1-10  And the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, 2Son of man, prophesy against the shepherds of Israel, prophesy, and say unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD unto the shepherds; Woe be to the shepherds of Israel that do feed themselves! should not the shepherds feed the flocks? 3Ye eat the fat, and ye clothe you with the wool, ye kill them that are fed: but ye feed not the flock. 4The diseased have ye not strengthened, neither have ye healed that which was sick, neither have ye bound up that which was broken, neither have ye brought again that which was driven away, neither have ye sought that which was lost; but with force and with cruelty have ye ruled them. 5And they were scattered, because there is no shepherd: and they became meat to all the beasts of the field, when they were scattered. 6My sheep wandered through all the mountains, and upon every high hill: yea, my flock was scattered upon all the face of the earth, and none did search or seek after them.

7Therefore, ye shepherds, hear the word of the LORD; 8As I live, saith the Lord GOD, surely because my flock became a prey, and my flock became meat to every beast of the field, because there was no shepherd, neither did my shepherds search for my flock, but the shepherds fed themselves, and fed not my flock; 9Therefore, O ye shepherds, hear the word of the LORD; 10Thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I am against the shepherds; and I will require my flock at their hand, and cause them to cease from feeding the flock; neither shall the shepherds feed themselves any more; for I will deliver my flock from their mouth, that they may not be meat for them.

      34:1-6 
Ezekiel first explained the sins of the shepherds (Ezek. 34:1-6), then pronounced judgment on them (vv. 7-10).  Israel’s leaders did not serve their flock. BKC

Their first error was to put their own interests above those of the people (vv. 2-3). Woe to the shepherds of Israel who only take care of themselves! Israel’s kings had added to their wealth at the expense of the common people. They viewed the flock as a source of wealth to be exploited rather than a trust to be protected.  BKC


The second error of the leaders was their harsh treatment of the people. A shepherd was to lead his sheep to food, protect them from attack, nurse to health the injured sheep, and search for any that strayed and got lost. However, Israel’s shepherds did not gently nurture the people. They ruled… harshly and brutally.  BKC

The third error of the rulers was their flagrant disregard for the people, letting them be scattered without looking for them (vv. 5-6). Three times in verses 5-6 Ezekiel mentioned that the sheep were scattered. The chief job of a shepherd was to prevent such a catastrophe.  BKC

      34:7-10 God has set Himself against the shepherds who did not care for the sheep since the sheep have become prey to other beasts.


Ezek 34:11-16  For thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I, even I, will both search my sheep, and seek them out. 12As a shepherd seeketh out his flock in the day that he is among his sheep that are scattered; so will I seek out my sheep, and will deliver them out of all places where they have been scattered in the cloudy and dark day. 13And I will bring them out from the people, and gather them from the countries, and will bring them to their own land, and feed them upon the mountains of Israel by the rivers, and in all the inhabited places of the country. 14I will feed them in a good pasture, and upon the high mountains of Israel shall their fold be: there shall they lie in a good fold, and in a fat pasture shall they feed upon the mountains of Israel. 15I will feed my flock, and I will cause them to lie down, saith the Lord GOD. 16I will seek that which was lost, and bring again that which was driven away, and will bind up that which was broken, and will strengthen that which was sick: but I will destroy the fat and the strong; I will feed them with judgment.

34:11-16
              God will seek out His sheep and care for them and meet their need.  The Good Shepherd will come and care for His sheep as He calls them to Him.  Christ died for His sheep, and has appointed us the responsibility of caring for the sheep until Christ returns and completes His plan.

Ezek 34:17-24  And as for you, O my flock, thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I judge between cattle and cattle, between the rams and the he goats. 18Seemeth it a small thing unto you to have eaten up the good pasture, but ye must tread down with your feet the residue of your pastures? and to have drunk of the deep waters, but ye must foul the residue with your feet? 19And as for my flock, they eat that which ye have trodden with your feet; and they drink that which ye have fouled with your feet. 20Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD unto them; Behold, I, even I, will judge between the fat cattle and between the lean cattle. 21Because ye have thrust with side and with shoulder, and pushed all the diseased with your horns, till ye have scattered them abroad; 22Therefore will I save my flock, and they shall no more be a prey; and I will judge between cattle and cattle. And I will set up one shepherd over them, and he shall feed them, even my servant David; he shall feed them, and he shall be their shepherd. 24And I the LORD will be their God, and my servant David a prince among them; I the LORD have spoken it.
      34:17-24 
              In exercising His justice God said He would begin by judging between the 
individual sheep: I will judge between one sheep and another, and between 
rams and goats. Before the millennial kingdom begins, God will sort out the 
righteous from the unrighteous (Matt. 25:31-46) and allow only the righteous into the Millennium. BKC


But how will God differentiate one from the other? The character of the 
sheep is seen in their conduct (Ezek. 34:17-21). The wicked sheep are those that follow the conduct of the shepherds, oppressing the weaker sheep. They 
trampled the pasturelands and even muddied the streams so that other sheep 
were left with less-than-desirable vegetation and drinking water. These fat sheep were successful in brutalizing the lean sheep. The wicked sheep even butted all the weak sheep with their horns, to drive them away. God will not permit these wicked practices to continue. Instead He will rescue the oppressed and will judge the aggressors. He will judge between one sheep and another (v. 22; with v. 17).   After judging the individual sheep, God will exercise His leadership by appointing a new shepherd (vv. 23-24). This shepherd, God stated, will be His servant David. BKC
There are three thoughts concerning who this David is.  Some see this as an allusion to Christ, the Good Shepherd (John 10:11-18), who descended from the line of David to be the King of Israel (Matt. 1:1).  Others suggest that Ezekiel 34:23 referrs to the resurrected King David who would serve as Israel’s righteous “prince”.  David is referred to by name elsewhere in passages that look to the future restoration of Israel (Jer. 30:9; Ezek. 37:24-25; Hosea 3:5). Also Ezekiel indicated that David will be the “prince” of the restored people (Ezek. 34:24; 37:25).  The third possibility is that this David is an earthly human being who survives Armageddon and serves as the high priest in the millennial temple.  The main argument in favor of this third possibility is that this would account for why this David, will then offer sin offerings for himself and all the people who enter into the millennial kingdom period (45:22; 46:4). Such actions would hardly be appropriate for the sinless Son of God, and questionable for the resurrected King David who in a resurrected body would not likely have a sinful nature, but understandable for an earthly David still residing in his natural body.  Thus no one knows for sure, but time will reveal who this “David” is that God will appoint as shepherd over his sheep.
Ezek 34:25-31  And I will make with them a covenant of peace, and will cause the evil beasts to cease out of the land: and they shall dwell safely in the wilderness, and sleep in the woods. 26And I will make them and the places round about my hill a blessing; and I will cause the shower to come down in his season; there shall be showers of blessing. 27And the tree of the field shall yield her fruit, and the earth shall yield her increase, and they shall be safe in their land, and shall know that I am the LORD, when I have broken the bands of their yoke, and delivered them out of the hand of those that served themselves of them. 28And they shall no more be a prey to the heathen, neither shall the beast of the land devour them; but they shall dwell safely, and none shall make them afraid. 29And I will raise up for them a plant of renown, and they shall be no more consumed with hunger in the land, neither bear the shame of the heathen any more. 30Thus shall they know that I the LORD their God am with them, and that they, even the house of Israel, are my people, saith the Lord GOD. 31And ye my flock, the flock of my pasture, are men, and I am your God, saith the Lord GOD.
      34:25-31  BKC

God’s care and protection will result in peace for His people. I will make a covenant of peace with them. The peace that Israel has always longed for will be experienced. The uncertainties associated with desolate places, wild animals, other nations, and unpredictable weather will be alleviated. The land will enjoy peace and prosperity. Trees will bear fruit and the ground will yield its crops, and the people will be secure in their land, living in safety.  God’s “covenant of peace” looks forward to the blessings Israel will experience in the Millennium. This covenant will establish Israel in her land permanently with David as her shepherd.       

X. Chapter 37

This vision illustrates the promise of chapter 36—new life and a nation restored, both physically and spiritually. The dry bones are a picture of the Jews in captivity—scattered and dead. The two sticks (37:15-17) represent the reunion of the entire nation of Israel that had divided into northern and southern kingdoms after Solomon. The scattered exiles of both Israel and Judah would be released from the “graves” of captivity, and one day regathered in their homeland, with the Messiah as their leader. This vision has yet to be fulfilled. Ezekiel felt he was speaking to the dead as he preached to the exiles because they rarely responded to his message. But these bones responded!  QVLAB

Ezek 37:1-10  The hand of the LORD was upon me, and carried me out in the spirit of the LORD, and set me down in the midst of the valley which was full of bones, 2And caused me to pass by them round about: and, behold, there were very many in the open valley; and, lo, they were very dry. 3And he said unto me, Son of man, can these bones live? And I answered, O Lord GOD, thou knowest. 4Again he said unto me, Prophesy upon these bones, and say unto them, O ye dry bones, hear the word of the LORD. 5Thus saith the Lord GOD unto these bones; Behold, I will cause breath to enter into you, and ye shall live: 6And I will lay sinews upon you, and will bring up flesh upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and ye shall live; and ye shall know that I am the LORD. So I prophesied as I was commanded: and as I prophesied, there was a noise, and behold a shaking, and the bones came together, bone to his bone. 8And when I beheld, lo, the sinews and the flesh came up upon them, and the skin covered them above: but there was no breath in them. 9Then said he unto me, Prophesy unto the wind, prophesy, son of man, and say to the wind, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live. 10So I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, and stood up upon their feet, an exceeding great army.
      37:1-10  BKC

God transported Ezekiel by the Sprit to a valley… full of bones. There he noticed that the bones… were very dry, bleached and baked under the hot sun. 


God asked the prophet a remarkable question: Son of man, can these bones 
live? Was there potential for life in these lifeless frames? Ezekiel knew that 
humanly speaking it was impossible, so his answer was somewhat guarded. O 
Sovereign LORD, You alone know. Only God can accomplish such a feat. 


God then directed Ezekiel to prophesy to these bones. The content of his 
message was God’s promised restoration: I will make breath enter you, and 
you will come to life. “Breath” () could also be translated “wind” or 
“spirit.” In 37:14 the same word is translated “Spirit.” Possibly God had in mind 
Genesis 2:7. In creating man, He transformed Adam into a living being by 
breathing into his nostrils “the breath of life.” Whether God was referring to 
wind, physical breath, the principle of life, or the Holy Spirit is uncertain. 
However, the results were obvious. God gave life to these dead bones. As Ezekiel 
was giving this prophecy, he saw a remarkable thing. The bones came together 
(Ezek. 37:7), flesh developed, skin covered them (v. 8), breath entered them, 
and they stood up (v. 10). 

Ezek 37:11-14  Then he said unto me, Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel: behold, they say, Our bones are dried, and our hope is lost: we are cut off for our parts. 12Therefore prophesy and say unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, O my people, I will open your graves, and cause you to come up out of your graves, and bring you into the land of Israel. 13And ye shall know that I am the LORD, when I have opened your graves, O my people, and brought you up out of your graves, 14And shall put my spirit in you, and ye shall live, and I shall place you in your own land: then shall ye know that I the LORD have spoken it, and performed it, saith the LORD.

      37:11-14
              The graves here seem to be the graves in the nations where Israel has been scattered without God.   Note that it will take the power of God to breathe life into them and restore them as a nation.  The Jews living in Palestine today are not the fulfillment of this prophecy as this refers to the establishment of Israel as one nation as God’s Kingdom—beginning with the Millennial kingdom.

Ezek 37:15-28  The word of the LORD came again unto me, saying, 16Moreover, thou son of man, take thee one stick, and write upon it, For Judah, and for the children of Israel his companions: then take another stick, and write upon it, For Joseph, the stick of Ephraim, and for all the house of Israel his companions: 17And join them one to another into one stick; and they shall become one in thine hand. 18And when the children of thy people shall speak unto thee, saying, Wilt thou not show us what thou meanest by these? 19Say unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I will take the stick of Joseph, which is in the hand of Ephraim, and the tribes of Israel his fellows, and will put them with him, even with the stick of Judah, and make them one stick, and they shall be one in mine hand. 20And the sticks whereon thou writest shall be in thine hand before their eyes. 21And say unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I will take the children of Israel from among the heathen, whither they be gone, and will gather them on every side, and bring them into their own land: 22And I will make them one nation in the land upon the mountains of Israel; and one king shall be king to them all: and they shall be no more two nations, neither shall they be divided into two kingdoms any more at all: 23Neither shall they defile themselves any more with their idols, nor with their detestable things, nor with any of their transgressions: but I will save them out of all their dwellingplaces, wherein they have sinned, and will cleanse them: so shall they be my people, and I will be their God. 24And David my servant shall be king over them; and they all shall have one shepherd: they shall also walk in my judgments, and observe my statutes, and do them. 25And they shall dwell in the land that I have given unto Jacob my servant, wherein your fathers have dwelt; and they shall dwell therein, even they, and their children, and their children’s children for ever: and my servant David shall be their prince for ever. 26Moreover I will make a covenant of peace with them; it shall be an everlasting covenant with them: and I will place them, and multiply them, and will set my sanctuary in the midst of them for evermore. 27My tabernacle also shall be with them: yea, I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 28And the heathen shall know that I the LORD do sanctify Israel, when my sanctuary shall be in the midst of them for evermore.
     37:15-28
              God will gather Israel and there shall be no more separation. The two sticks represent the two kingdoms, northern and southern.  The first stick is Judah, and the second is Joseph, who was the father of Ephraim, the leading tribe in the northern kingdom.

After Solomon died the nation of Israel split asunder, in 931 b.c. The Southern Kingdom was known as Judah because Judah was its larger tribe, and because the country was ruled by a king from that tribe 
(1 Kings 12:22-24). The Northern Kingdom was called Israel, or sometimes Ephraim (Hosea 5:3, 5, 11-14) either because Ephraim was the strongest and most influential tribe or because the first king of Israel, Jeroboam I, was an Ephraimite (1 Kings 11:26). Israel was taken into captivity by Assyria in 722 b.c., and Judah was taken into exile by Babylon in 605, 597, and 586 b.c.  BKC
              

God’s promise here goes beyond the physical and geographical restoration of Israel. He promises to breathe new spiritual life into his people so that their hearts and attitudes will be right with him and united with one another. This same process is described throughout God’s Word as the cleansing and renewing of our hearts by God’s Spirit (Titus 3:4-6).  QVLAB
Y. Chapter 38
 In chapter 37, Ezekiel revealed how Israel (God’s people) would be restored to their land from many parts of the world. Once Israel became strong, a confederacy of nations from the north would attack, led by Gog (see also Revelation 20:8). Their purpose would be to destroy God’s people. Gog’s allies would come from the mountainous area southeast of the Black Sea and southwest of the Caspian Sea (central Turkey), as well as from the area that is present-day Iran, Ethiopia, Libya, and possibly Russia. Gog could be a person (he sometimes is identified with Gyges, king of Lydia in 660 b.c.), or Gog could also be a symbol of all the evil in the world. Whether symbolic or literal, Gog represents the aggregate military might of all the forces opposed to God.  QVLAB
Though some have tried to fit this prophecy within past events there is no one historical event that seems to be a fulfillment.  We shall examine this as a yet future prophecy of the end time events when the nations of the world will gather to do battle against God’s people and God will intervene to deliver His people and again establish Himself as the one true God.

It should be noted that there is disagreement among Bible teachers as to whether this battle is part of Armageddon or is a separate battle in that it does not include “all nations” (as Zech. 14:1-3 indicates Armageddon does), but here only a specified few.  If this battle is not part of Armageddon then it is likely to take place either just prior to the tribulation (thus giving rise to the “man of peace”, the Anti-Christ to make his 7 yr. peace covenant with Israel), or within the first 3 ½ years of the tribulation.  I personally lean toward this latter view—that it is not part of Armageddon, but a prior battle.  

In Ezek. 38 & 39 Gog’s army is miraculously destroyed on the hills and mountains surrounding Jerusalem without taking the city.  Whereas in Zech. 14:1-3 where Zechariah describes Armageddon with “all nations” [including the Kings of the East: China & Asia (Rev. 16:12)] coming against Jerusalem half of the city is taken, houses rifled, and women are ravished before the Lord Jesus Christ sets foot on the mount of Olives, and all the saints of God are with him.  

Ezek 38:1-7  And the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, 2Son of man, set thy face against Gog, the land of Magog, the chief prince of Meshech and Tubal, and prophesy against him, 3And say, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I am against thee, O Gog, the chief prince of Meshech and Tubal: 4And I will turn thee back, and put hooks into thy jaws, and I will bring thee forth, and all thine army, horses and horsemen, all of them clothed with all sorts of armour, even a great company with bucklers and shields, all of them handling swords: 5Persia, Ethiopia, and Libya with them; all of them with shield and helmet: 6Gomer, and all his bands; the house of Togarmah of the north quarters, and all his bands: and many people with thee. 7Be thou prepared, and prepare for thyself, thou, and all thy company that are assembled unto thee, and be thou a guard unto them.

      38:1-7  During the end-time events God will use the massive army of Gog and Gog’s own desire to control the economic wealth of trade throughout the middle east and beyond for His own purpose.  

Ezek 38:8-13  After many days thou shalt be visited: in the latter years thou shalt come into the land that is brought back from the sword, and is gathered out of many people, against the mountains of Israel, which have been always waste: but it is brought forth out of the nations, and they shall dwell safely all of them. 9Thou shalt ascend and come like a storm, thou shalt be like a cloud to cover the land, thou, and all thy bands, and many people with thee. 10Thus saith the Lord GOD; It shall also come to pass, that at the same time shall things come into thy mind, and thou shalt think an evil thought: 11And thou shalt say, I will go up to the land of unwalled villages; I will go to them that are at rest, that dwell safely, all of them dwelling without walls, and having neither bars nor gates, 12To take a spoil, and to take a prey; to turn thine hand upon the desolate places that are now inhabited, and upon the people that are gathered out of the nations, which have gotten cattle and goods, that dwell in the midst of the land. 13Sheba, and Dedan, and the merchants of Tarshish, with all the young lions thereof, shall say unto thee, Art thou come to take a spoil? hast thou gathered thy company to take a prey? to carry away silver and gold, to take away cattle and goods, to take a great spoil?

         38:8-9  Gog is to attack Israel in the land of restored Palestine during a time when Israel is dwelling in apparent safety.  Gog and its massive army shall come in like the rushing of a storm and cover the land like a cloud.

38:10-13     Show us Gog's purpose is for the wealth that is there and perhaps control of the trade routes.  Sheba and Dedan, great trading centers in Arabia, along with Tarshish in Spain would in effect say to Gog, “Who are you to usurp our position as the world’s trade leaders?” 

Ezek 38:14-23  Therefore, son of man, prophesy and say unto Gog, Thus saith the Lord GOD; In that day when my people of Israel dwelleth safely, shalt thou not know it? 15And thou shalt come from thy place out of the north parts, thou, and many people with thee, all of them riding upon horses, a great company, and a mighty army: 16And thou shalt come up against my people of Israel, as a cloud to cover the land; it shall be in the latter days, and I will bring thee against my land, that the heathen may know me, when I shall be sanctified in thee, O Gog, before their eyes. 17Thus saith the Lord GOD; Art thou he of whom I have spoken in old time by my servants the prophets of Israel, which prophesied in those days many years that I would bring thee against them? 18And it shall come to pass at the same time when Gog shall come against the land of Israel, saith the Lord GOD, that my fury shall come up in my face. 19For in my jealousy and in the fire of my wrath have I spoken, Surely in that day there shall be a great shaking in the land of Israel; 20So that the fishes of the sea, and the fowls of the heaven, and the beasts of the field, and all creeping things that creep upon the earth, and all the men that are upon the face of the earth, shall shake at my presence, and the mountains shall be thrown down, and the steep places shall fall, and every wall shall fall to the ground. 21And I will call for a sword against him throughout all my mountains, saith the Lord GOD: every man’s sword shall be against his brother. 22And I will plead against him with pestilence and with blood; and I will rain upon him, and upon his bands, and upon the many people that are with him, an overflowing rain, and great hailstones, fire, and brimstone. 23Thus will I magnify myself, and sanctify myself; and I will be known in the eyes of many nations, and they shall know that I am the LORD.
38:14-17    Show us God's purpose in delivering Israel and showing the nations that 
                 He alone is God.


Gog’s attack against Israel will come from all sides. Gog will come from the far north. With him will come his allies from the east (Persia = Iran), the south (Cush = Sudan, southern Egypt, and northern Ethiopia), and the west (Put = Libya). They will advance against… Israel like a cloud (v. 9) that covers the land. This awesome army will overrun all obstacles as effortlessly as a cloud sailing across the sky.  BKC


This attack will be another means of God’s displaying to the nations His holy character and sovereign power. In going against Israel, the nations will come to know God for He will show Himself holy (20:41; 28:22, 25; 36:23; 39:27). As a result of the unsuccessful attack Israel will be delivered and God glorified.  BKC
      38:18-23   Show the destruction of Gog.

God will directly intervene in the defense of Israel, unleashing severe natural disasters on the invaders from the north. In the end, the stricken pagan nations will turn on themselves in confusion and panic. All those who set themselves against God will be destroyed. QVLAB

Z. Chapter 39
Ezek 39:1-7  Therefore, thou son of man, prophesy against Gog, and say, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I am against thee, O Gog, the chief prince of Meshech and Tubal: 2And I will turn thee back, and leave but the sixth part of thee, and will cause thee to come up from the north parts, and will bring thee upon the mountains of Israel: 3And I will smite thy bow out of thy left hand, and will cause thine arrows to fall out of thy right hand. 4Thou shalt fall upon the mountains of Israel, thou, and all thy bands, and the people that is with thee: I will give thee unto the ravenous birds of every sort, and to the beasts of the field to be devoured. 5Thou shalt fall upon the open field: for I have spoken it, saith the Lord GOD. 6And I will send a fire on Magog, and among them that dwell carelessly in the isles: and they shall know that I am the LORD. 7So will I make my holy name known in the midst of my people Israel; and I will not let them pollute my holy name any more: and the heathen shall know that I am the LORD, the Holy One in Israel.

      39:1-7  Speaks further of the destruction of Gog, the preservation of Israel, and the purpose of God to show the heathen nations that He is God.

God will also punish the homelands of the invaders: vs. 6 I will send fire on Magog and on those who live in safety in the coastlands. Sending fire implies destruction and military devastation (30:8, 14,16; with Hosea 8:14; Amos 1:4, 7, 10, 14; 2:2, 5). The nation that will spawn the invasion will herself be destroyed. The “coastlands,” already mentioned several times by Ezekiel (Ezek. 26:15, 18; 27:3, 6-7, 15, 35), imply the farthest reaches of the known world. Through all this God will teach Israel that He is holy and is not to be profaned by their sins (36:22). Also the nations will see that He is the Holy One in Israel.  BKC

Ezek 39:8-16  Behold, it is come, and it is done, saith the Lord GOD; this is the day whereof I have spoken. 9And they that dwell in the cities of Israel shall go forth, and shall set on fire and burn the weapons, both the shields and the bucklers, the bows and the arrows, and the handstaves, and the spears, and they shall burn them with fire seven years: 10So that they shall take no wood out of the field, neither cut down any out of the forests; for they shall burn the weapons with fire: and they shall spoil those that spoiled them, and rob those that robbed them, saith the Lord GOD. 11And it shall come to pass in that day, that I will give unto Gog a place there of graves in Israel, the valley of the passengers on the east of the sea: and it shall stop the noses of the passengers: and there shall they bury Gog and all his multitude: and they shall call it The valley of Hamongog. 12And seven months shall the house of Israel be burying of them, that they may cleanse the land. 13Yea, all the people of the land shall bury them; and it shall be to them a renown the day that I shall be glorified, saith the Lord GOD. 14And they shall sever out men of continual employment, passing through the land to bury with the passengers those that remain upon the face of the earth, to cleanse it: after the end of seven months shall they search. 15And the passengers that pass through the land, when any seeth a man’s bone, then shall he set up a sign by it, till the buriers have buried it in the valley of Hamongog. 16And also the name of the city shall be Hamonah. Thus shall they cleanse the land.
      39:8-10 After this great battle (also mentioned in Rev. 20:8) the weapons used in the battle will be used for fuel for 7 years.

      39:11-16    It shall take 7 months to bury the dead after this great battle.

Two themes are intertwined: God’s total victory over his enemies, and the need to cleanse the land to make it holy. After the final battle, special crews will be appointed to give proper burial to the bodies of the dead enemies in order for the land to be cleansed. The land would have been defiled by unburied corpses. Those who would come in contact with the corpses out in the open would become ceremonially unclean (according to Numbers 19:14-16). There will be so many bodies that all kinds of birds will be called in order to help dispose of them (39:17-20). The message for us is an exciting one: With God on our side, we are assured of ultimate victory over his foes because God will fight on our behalf (see also Zephaniah 3:14-17; Romans 8:38, 39).  QVLAB
Ezek 39:17-24  And, thou son of man, thus saith the Lord GOD; Speak unto every feathered fowl, and to every beast of the field, Assemble yourselves, and come; gather yourselves on every side to my sacrifice that I do sacrifice for you, even a great sacrifice upon the mountains of Israel, that ye may eat flesh, and drink blood. 18Ye shall eat the flesh of the mighty, and drink the blood of the princes of the earth, of rams, of lambs, and of goats, of bullocks, all of them fatlings of Bashan. 19And ye shall eat fat till ye be full, and drink blood till ye be drunken, of my sacrifice which I have sacrificed for you. 20Thus ye shall be filled at my table with horses and chariots, with mighty men, and with all men of war, saith the Lord GOD. 21And I will set my glory among the heathen, and all the heathen shall see my judgment that I have executed, and my hand that I have laid upon them. 22So the house of Israel shall know that I am the LORD their God from that day and forward.  23And the heathen shall know that the house of Israel went into captivity for their iniquity: because they trespassed against me, therefore hid I my face from them, and gave them into the hand of their enemies: so fell they all by the sword. 24According to their uncleanness and according to their transgressions have I done unto them, and hid my face from them.

  39:17-20   The beasts of the field and birds of the air are gathered in to feast from the bodies of the dead, and there shall be plenty to eat.

      39:21-24 The purpose of God is to show the people that He is truly the Lord their      

                     God.

Ezek 39:25-29  Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; Now will I bring again the captivity of Jacob, and have mercy upon the whole house of Israel, and will be jealous for my holy name; 26After that they have borne their shame, and all their trespasses whereby they have trespassed against me, when they dwelt safely in their land, and none made them afraid. 27When I have brought them again from the people, and gathered them out of their enemies’ lands, and am sanctified in them in the sight of many nations; 28Then shall they know that I am the LORD their God, which caused them to be led into captivity among the heathen: but I have gathered them unto their own land, and have left none of them any more there. 29Neither will I hide my face any more from them: for I have poured out my spirit upon the house of Israel, saith the Lord GOD.
    39:25-29   

The defeat of Gog will also hasten God’s plans to restore the other Israelites from other nations. Verses 25-29 look ahead to the end of the Tribulation when God will restore the nation from her final dispersion. God will… bring Jacob back from captivity and will have compassion on all the people of Israel. God will show Himself holy through them (20:41; 28:22, 25; 36:23; 38:16), acknowledging them as His people. Also He will pour out His Spirit on the house of Israel (36:27; 37:14; Joel 2:28). The ultimate result of the battle with Gog will be Israel’s national repentance and spiritual restoration. This will be fulfilled in the millennial kingdom.  BKC

AA. The last 9 chapters may be divided as follows:


Chapters 33-39 dealt with the new life Israel will experience when she is gathered back into her land and restored to fellowship with God. The last nine chapters of the book explain how Israel’s new order will be established. A new temple will be built as a sign of God’s presence among His people, and a new service of worship will be established so the people will have access to their God. Then a new division of the land will be made for the people.  BKC

          

1.  The new temple - Chapter 40:1 - 43:12

          

2.  The new worship of God - Chapter 43:13 - 46:24

          

3.  The new apportionment of the land among the tribes - 

             

 Chapter 47:1 - 48:35

In stead of covering all of the chapters 40 - 48, certain excerpts of the chapters will be covered in order to draw attention to the most significant events.  

AB. Chapter 40
The building of the Temple envisioned a time of complete restoration to the exiles, a time when God would return to his people. A Temple was built from 520 to 515 b.c. (see Ezra 5, 6) but fell short of Ezekiel’s plan (Haggai 2:3; Zechariah 4:10). 

This is a vision of God’s Kingdom, and gave hope to the people of Ezekiel’s time who had just seen their nation and its Temple destroyed with no hope of rebuilding it in the near future. The details given in this vision gave the people even more hope that what Ezekiel saw had come from God and would surely happen in the future.

Though some have questioned whether this Temple is symbolic or literal, we will take the approach that this Temple is the future Millennial Temple yet to be constructed.  The following diagram of the Temple is taken from “The Bible Knowledge Commentary”.

[image: image1.png]The Millennial Temple
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Ezek 40:1-4  In the five and twentieth year of our captivity, in the beginning of the year, in the tenth day of the month, in the fourteenth year after that the city was smitten, in the selfsame day the hand of the LORD was upon me, and brought me thither. 2In the visions of God brought he me into the land of Israel, and set me upon a very high mountain, by which was as the frame of a city on the south. 3And he brought me thither, and, behold, there was a man, whose appearance was like the appearance of brass, with a line of flax in his hand, and a measuring reed; and he stood in the gate. 4And the man said unto me, Son of man, behold with thine eyes, and hear with thine ears, and set thine heart upon all that I shall show thee; for to the intent that I might show them unto thee art thou brought hither: declare all that thou seest to the house of Israel.

      40:1-4  These passages pertain to the millennial kingdom which immediately follows the battle of Armageddon and these conditions that are described in these last few chapters of Ezekiel will continue throughout he millennial kingdom.  


The vision of the new temple came to Ezekiel in the 25th year of… exile, at the beginning of the year, on the 10th of the month, in the 14th year after the fall of the city. The date was sometime in 573 b.c. The phrase “the beginning of the year” poses some problems. The Israelite religious new year began in Nisan (April-May) and was established at the time of the Exodus (Ex. 12:1-2). However, in Israel’s later history the seventh month, Tishri (October-November), became established as the first month of Israel’s civil year. So the date would be either April 28, 573 b.c. or October 22, 573 b.c. The October date was also the Day of Atonement (Lev. 23:27).  On that very day… God… took Ezekiel back to Jerusalem in a vision (Ezek. 8:1-3). Jerusalem was then vastly different from what it was before. Ezekiel was led on a “tour” of the future temple, which he recorded in remarkable detail. BKC
              In verse 2 we see that Ezekiel was brought to a very high mountain, which is not identified.  This could be mount Herman, or more likely, Mount Zion.  We see that Ezekiel upon reaching his destination sees a man who's appearance was "like the appearance of brass with a line of flax in his hand and a measuring reed."  Some have suggested it was an angel, but he is later refered to as Lord.  The line of flax was for the longer measurements and the reed for the shorter.  


In verse 4, we see that the man with the measuring rod spoke to Ezekiel in such a way as to cause him to carefully examine what is being said with his eyes and ears, thus indicating the importance of what was to be revealed to Ezekiel and also the admonishment that he is to declare "all that thou seest to the house of Israel."  

Ezek 40:5-16  And behold a wall on the outside of the house round about, and in the man’s hand a measuring reed of six cubits long by the cubit and an hand breadth: so he measured the breadth of the building, one reed; and the height, one reed. 6Then came he unto the gate, which looketh toward the east, and went up the stairs thereof, and measured the threshold of the gate, which was one reed broad; and the other threshold of the gate, which was one reed broad. 7And every little chamber was one reed long, and one reed broad; and between the little chambers were five cubits; and the threshold of the gate by the porch of the gate within was one reed. 8He measured also the porch of the gate within, one reed. 9Then measured he the porch of the gate, eight cubits; and the posts thereof, two cubits; and the porch of the gate was inward. 10And the little chambers of the gate eastward were three on this side, and three on that side; they three were of one measure: and the posts had one measure on this side and on that side. 11And he measured the breadth of the entry of the gate, ten cubits; and the length of the gate, thirteen cubits. 12The space also before the little chambers was one cubit on this side, and the space was one cubit on that side: and the little chambers were six cubits on this side, and six cubits on that side. 13He measured then the gate from the roof of one little chamber to the roof of another: the breadth was five and twenty cubits, door against door. 14He made also posts of threescore cubits, even unto the post of the court round about the gate. 15And from the face of the gate of the entrance unto the face of the porch of the inner gate were fifty cubits. 16And there were narrow windows to the little chambers, and to their posts within the gate round about, and likewise to the arches: and windows were round about inward: and upon each post were palm trees.
      40:5-16 We see here that the wall was meant to convey the concept of sacredness.  That being the case because it was not high enough to really serve as a defense against an attack of an enemy.  Babylonian temples and courts were often surrounded by massive walls with great gateways, giving the impression of a huge fortress.  And this was also true of Eqyptian temples.  

              It is important also to realize that the length of a 
cubit has been taken to be various lengths.  The most common among those is that of about 18 inches to the cubit.  But some suggest a longer cubit was used, but there is not proof of either.  A hand breadth varies because it is derived from parts of the human body.  If an Hebrew cubit were nearly 21 inches and the hand breadth about 3 1/2 inches more, then the entire measurement would total about 2 feet, making the measuring reed here of 6 cubits to be about 12 feet long.  

              THE EAST GATE:
              The buildings of the east gate were presented first because this entrance was in direct line of approach to the temple. We see that the east gate was probably the most important of all, for through it, the glory of God would return to the sanctuary.  We see that in Chapter 43.  It then remains closed thereafter because God had entered by it.  We see in chapter 44:1-3, that the prince was permitted to eat in the gate before the Lord, however, he had to come in by the porch and leave in the same manner.  There was no passing through the gate.  

Ezek 40:38-47  And the chambers and the entries thereof were by the posts of the gates, where they washed the burnt offering.  39And in the porch of the gate were two tables on this side, and two tables on that side, to slay thereon the burnt offering and the sin offering and the trespass offering. 40And at the side without, as one goeth up to the entry of the north gate, were two tables; and on the other side, which was at the porch of the gate, were two tables. 41Four tables were on this side, and four tables on that side, by the side of the gate; eight tables, whereupon they slew their sacrifices. 42And the four tables were of hewn stone for the burnt offering, of a cubit and an half long, and a cubit and an half broad, and one cubit high: whereupon also they laid the instruments wherewith they slew the burnt offering and the sacrifice. 43And within were hooks, an hand broad, fastened round about: and upon the tables was the flesh of the offering. 44And without the inner gate were the chambers of the singers in the inner court, which was at the side of the north gate; and their prospect was toward the south: one at the side of the east gate having the prospect toward the north. 45And he said unto me, This chamber, whose prospect is toward the south, is for the priests, the keepers of the charge of the house. 46And the chamber whose prospect is toward the north is for the priests, the keepers of the charge of the altar: these are the sons of Zadok among the sons of Levi, which come near to the LORD to minister unto him. 47So he measured the court, an hundred cubits long, and an hundred cubits broad, foursquare; and the altar that was before the house.
      40:38-47  THE CHAMBERS FOR THE PRIEST:
              As we discussed in Chapter 34 there has been some controversy over the matter of the sacrifices in the millennial kingdom.  We see certainly that there will be offerings during the tribulation according Dan. 9:27.  Perhaps sacrifice will be offered during the millennium but have no redemptive value.  Perhaps they will be offered in much the same way that we now presently observe the Lord's supper, which is serving as a memorial of Christ's sacrifice death and resurrection.  The sacrifices that would be offered during the millennium would then serve as a remembrance of what was done at Calvary and could also offer Israel the chance to celebrate as a memorial, His redeeming work.  It is also important to notice too that even sacrifices that were offered in the Old Testament had no redemptive value.  The actual redemptive value was in faith in the Messiah.  The sacrifice was an act of obedience, but the actual atonement was by faith that God would accept the sacrifice that was offered by the Messiah once and for all.  Another explanation that we discussed in chapter 34, was that these sacrifices would be given as an act of obedience for those who have entered the millennial kingdom in their natual sinful bodies (Ezek. 45:22).

              We see the inner court, which was where they could bring their sacrifices and offerings, went around 3 sides of the sacred area. The inner court was the priest court and was referred to in connection with those who were in charge of the house, the altar and the service of music, that according to verse 45.

AC. Chapter 41

Ezek. 41:1-4  Afterward he brought me to the temple, and measured the posts, six cubits broad on the one side, and six cubits broad on the other side, which was the breadth of the tabernacle. 2And the breadth of the door was ten cubits; and the sides of the door were five cubits on the one side, and five cubits on the other side: and he measured the length thereof, forty cubits: and the breadth, twenty cubits. 3Then went he inward, and measured the post of the door, two cubits; and the door, six cubits; and the breadth of the door, seven cubits. 4So he measured the length thereof, twenty cubits; and the breadth, twenty cubits, before the temple: and he said unto me, This is the most holy place.
      41:1-4  It is interesting to note, when one considers that silver and gold were so prominent  in the tabernacle in the wilderness and that of Solomon's temple, that they are not mentioned at all in Chapters 40 - 48.  

              In looking at verses 1-4, we see the dimensions for the inner sanctuary were the same as those for Solomon's temple and twice as great as those for the tabernacle in the wilderness. 

 In verse 4 we see the division of the holy place and the most holy place, which are the same two divisions as in the previous sanctuaries.  

      41:5-11  We see that this sections deals with the wall and the side chambers.

      41:12-14
              Here we see the building referred to as "The Separate
Place."  This building was separate from the sanctuary proper.  The purpose of this building was not stated, but it is known as "The Separate Place."

41:15-20  Here we see the description of the galleries about the temple.  These were terraced buildings with decorations described as Cherubim and palm trees covering the wall from top to bottom.  

      41:21-26  Here we see the altar of incense.  It is also note worthy to realize that there is no reference to the ark of the covenant in the furnishings of this temple, which was in keeping with the prediction of Jeremiah in his prophecy of chapter 3:16-17.  

AD. Chapter 42 

          Chapter 42 concerns the measuring of the chambers of the court.  Part of the reason for reading this chapter is to get a feel for the detail given to Ezekiel concerning the complex.  Surely if God were to give so much effort to this description it must be constructed as described which no previous temple construction attempt fulfills.

Ezek. 42:1-12 Then he brought me forth into the utter court, the way toward the north: and he brought me into the chamber that was over against the separate place, and which was before the building toward the north. 2Before the length of an hundred cubits was the north door, and the breadth was fifty cubits. 3Over against the twenty cubits which were for the inner court, and over against the pavement which was for the utter court, was gallery against gallery in three stories. 4And before the chambers was a walk of ten cubits breadth inward, a way of one cubit; and their doors toward the north. 5Now the upper chambers were shorter: for the galleries were higher than these, than the lower, and than the middlemost of the building. 6For they were in three stories, but had not pillars as the pillars of the courts: therefore the building was straitened more than the lowest and the middlemost from the ground. 7And the wall that was without over against the chambers, toward the utter court on the forepart of the chambers, the length thereof was fifty cubits. 8For the length of the chambers that were in the utter court was fifty cubits: and, lo, before the temple were an hundred cubits. 9And from under these chambers was the entry on the east side, as one goeth into them from the utter court. 10The chambers were in the thickness of the wall of the court toward the east, over against the separate place, and over against the building. 11And the way before them was like the appearance of the chambers which were toward the north, as long as they, and as broad as they: and all their goings out were both according to their fashions, and according to their doors. 12And according to the doors of the chambers that were toward the south was a door in the head of the way, even the way directly before the wall toward the east, as one entereth into them.
      42:1-12 These verses speak of the accommodations that were prepared for the priest during the time of their service in the holy place and at the altar.  Here were chambers specifically for the depositing of the sacrificial gifts and the official garments of the priests.  

Ezek. 42:13-14  Then said he unto me, The north chambers and the south chambers, which are before the separate place, they be holy chambers, where the priests that approach unto the LORD shall eat the most holy things: there shall they lay the most holy things, and the meat offering, and the sin offering, and the trespass offering; for the place is holy. 14When the priests enter therein, then shall they not go out of the holy place into the utter court, but there they shall lay their garments wherein they minister; for they are holy; and shall put on other garments, and shall approach to those things which are for the people.
      42:13-14  Here we see the description of the priest's use of the chambers.  The uses were two fold:  First of all, for the priest to eat the most holy things, and second, to keep there the sacred vestments when they took them off before going into the outer court to the people.  The priests were entitled to the part of the meal offering not burned on the altar (according to Lev. 2:3,10;  6:9-11; and 10:12).   They were entitled to the part of the meal offering not burnt on the altar, the flesh of all the sin offerings and trespass offerings, except the sin offering offered for the high priest and the people where the flesh was burned outside the camp (according to Lev. 6:19-23; and 7:6).  That was the Levitical law.  So we see here that the priests were allowed to keep part of the offerings.

Ezek. 42:15-20  Now when he had made an end of measuring the inner house, he brought me forth toward the gate whose prospect is toward the east, and measured it round about. 16He measured the east side with the measuring reed, five hundred reeds, with the measuring reed round about. 17He measured the north side, five hundred reeds, with the measuring reed round about. 18He measured the south side, five hundred reeds, with the measuring reed. 19He turned about to the west side, and measured five hundred reeds with the measuring reed. 20He measured it by the four sides: it had a wall round about, five hundred reeds long, and five hundred broad, to make a separation between the sanctuary and the profane place.
      42:15-20  This section concerns the measurement of the outer wall and of the whole complex.   We see here that the total measurements of the temple were given in verse 15-20.  The entire area was much too large for mount Moriah, where Solomon's temple stood.  The scheme requires a great change in the topography of the land,which will occur as indicated in Zech. 14:9-11, just as Ezekiel here sees.  Note also that the wall was intended to protect the sanctity of the temple and its courts. Just as sin makes a separation, God must make a separation between the sacred and the profane, for he can never be worshipped or have fellowship with those who are unlike Him in His holy character and nature.  Thus, we are encouraged to live and walk in holiness and not be careless concerning sin in our lives.   

AE. Chapter 43 - The Return of the Glory 

          In the earlier chapters of this prophecy of Ezekiel, much attention and emphasis was given to the fact that God's glory was going to depart from the temple.  In a very real sense, Israel was put in a "Loammi" ("not my people". Hosea 1:9) position, being set aside for a time from the protecting hand of their gracious God.  But God never meant for this condition to be permanent.  At the end of the chastisement, there was to be restoration, and with it, the return of God's visible presence to His temple.  

Ezek. 43:1-5  Afterward he brought me to the gate, even the gate that looketh toward the east: 2And, behold, the glory of the God of Israel came from the way of the east: and his voice was like a noise of many waters: and the earth shined with his glory. 3And it was according to the appearance of the vision which I saw, even according to the vision that I saw when I came to destroy the city: and the visions were like the vision that I saw by the river Chebar; and I fell upon my face. 4And the glory of the LORD came into the house by the way of the gate whose prospect is toward the east. 5So the spirit took me up, and brought me into the inner court; and, behold, the glory of the LORD filled the house.
      43:1-5  This section concerns the return of God's glory to the house.  We see now that the temple has been described, and that it was necessary for God to show that it was acceptable.  This was accomplished by the manifestation of His glory when he inhabited the tabernacle in Exodus 40:34-35, again in Soloman's temple in I Kings 8:10-11, and the same thing takes place here in Ezekiel's prophecy as the Lord returns as the divine King to occupy the temple and the throne of His kingdom.  

              Note also here that the gate mentioned was the very one by which God had left the temple.  

Ezek. 43:6-9  And I heard him speaking unto me out of the house; and the man stood by me.7And he said unto me, Son of man, the place of my throne, and the place of the soles of my feet, where I will dwell in the midst of the children of Israel for ever, and my holy name, shall the house of Israel no more defile, neither they, nor their kings, by their whoredom, nor by the carcases of their kings in their high places. 8In their setting of their threshold by my thresholds, and their post by my posts, and the wall between me and them, they have even defiled my holy name by their abominations that they have committed: wherefore I have consumed them in mine anger. 9Now let them put away their whoredom, and the carcases of their kings, far from me, and I will dwell in the midst of them for ever.
      43:6-9  These verses deal with the exortation to purity where God gives a message, which immediately reveals that it is a supernatural person who is speaking to Ezekiel, not a mere man.  God indicated that He accepted the millennial temple as His very own, the place of His throne and His footstool, and His abode.  He now calls the people to purity.  

Ezek. 43:10-12  Thou son of man, show the house to the house of Israel, that they may be ashamed of their iniquities: and let them measure the pattern. 11And if they be ashamed of all that they have done, show them the form of the house, and the fashion thereof, and the goings out thereof, and the comings in thereof, and all the forms thereof, and all the ordinances thereof, and all the forms thereof, and all the laws thereof: and write it in their sight, that they may keep the whole form thereof, and all the ordinances thereof, and do them. 12This is the law of the house; Upon the top of the mountain the whole limit thereof round about shall be most holy. Behold, this is the law of the house.

      43:10-12  We see here the law of the house.  God gives a charge to His people to follow the instructions that are given for worship, thus manifesting their obedience to God.  The entire temple area was to be a sacred area.

Ezek. 43:13-17  And these are the measures of the altar after the cubits: The cubit is a cubit and an hand breadth; even the bottom shall be a cubit, and the breadth a cubit, and the border thereof by the edge thereof round about shall be a span: and this shall be the higher place of the altar. 14And from the bottom upon the ground even to the lower settle shall be two cubits, and the breadth one cubit; and from the lesser settle even to the greater settle shall be four cubits, and the breadth one cubit. 15So the altar shall be four cubits; and from the altar and upward shall be four horns. 16And the altar shall be twelve cubits long, twelve broad, square in the four squares thereof. 17And the settle shall be fourteen cubits long and fourteen broad in the four squares thereof; and the border about it shall be half a cubit; and the bottom thereof shall be a cubit about; and his stairs shall look toward the east.
      43:13-17  Here we see the measurement of the altar of sacrifice where the memorial offerings were to be given.  As mentioned in previous chapters, Bible teachers do not agree upon the exact nature of these offerings, as some believe they are a memorial, while others believe they are in obedience to God for the sins of the people during the millennium.  

As in the tabernacle and temple of Solomon, the priest would always face west in their ministering (unlike the idolaters, who faced the sun and worshipped it - 8:16).

Ezek.  43:18-27  And he said unto me, Son of man, thus saith the Lord GOD; These are the ordinances of the altar in the day when they shall make it, to offer burnt offerings thereon, and to sprinkle blood thereon. 19And thou shalt give to the priests the Levites that be of the seed of Zadok, which approach unto me, to minister unto me, saith the Lord GOD, a young bullock for a sin offering. 20And thou shalt take of the blood thereof, and put it on the four horns of it, and on the four corners of the settle, and upon the border round about: thus shalt thou cleanse and purge it. 21Thou shalt take the bullock also of the sin offering, and he shall burn it in the appointed place of the house, without the sanctuary. 22And on the second day thou shalt offer a kid of the goats without blemish for a sin offering; and they shall cleanse the altar, as they did cleanse it with the bullock. 23When thou hast made an end of cleansing it, thou shalt offer a young bullock without blemish, and a ram out of the flock without blemish. 24And thou shalt offer them before the LORD, and the priests shall cast salt upon them, and they shall offer them up for a burnt offering unto the LORD. 25Seven days shalt thou prepare every day a goat for a sin offering: they shall also prepare a young bullock, and a ram out of the flock, without blemish. 26Seven days shall they purge the altar and purify it; and they shall consecrate themselves. 27And when these days are expired, it shall be, that upon the eighth day, and so forward, the priests shall make your burnt offerings upon the altar, and your peace offerings; and I will accept you, saith the Lord GOD.
      43:18-27  This section has to do with the consecration of the altar to the Lord.  It is apparent that this consecration of the altar will take seven days to celebrate, according to verses 25 and 26.  

From verse 19 it is clear that the Levites of the sons of Zadok will stand in a position near the Lord.  The reason for this is explained in chapter 44.  Notice also the variety of offerings.  Their were burnt offerings, sin offerings, and peace offerings, including bulls, goats and rams as the sacrificial gifts.  

              One way of thinking about the possibility of all these offerings being offered through the millennium is that we know that in the OT all of the offerings were made with the implication of them pointing to Christ.  So here we see that they are offered in retrospect, pointing back to the work of the cross.  

AF. Chapter 44 - Ungodly and Godly Priests  

          The main subject of this chapter covers the regulations for the priests of the Lord to serve in the temple.  The chapter may be divided as follows:

          

1.  The place of the prince in the Sanctuary - 44:1-3.

2.  The place of foreigners, Levites, and priests in relation to the    
     temple - 44:4-16.

3.  The requirements of the priestly office and its privileges - 
     44:17-31.

Ezek. 44:1-3  Then he brought me back the way of the gate of the outward sanctuary which looketh toward the east; and it was shut. 2Then said the LORD unto me; This gate shall be shut, it shall not be opened, and no man shall enter in by it; because the LORD, the God of Israel, hath entered in by it, therefore it shall be shut. 3It is for the prince; the prince, he shall sit in it to eat bread before the LORD; he shall enter by the way of the porch of that gate, and shall go out by the way of the same.

      44:1-3  The prince in the gate.  Exactly who this prince is is a matter of concern.  He is mentioned in all the rest of the chapters, with the exception of chapter 47.  The rabbis understood this to be a prediction of the Messiah, but there are reasons why this may not be.  First of all, the prince may not be the Messiah because he is distinguished through out from a priest in that he had no priestly rights.  Whereas we know that the Messiah has definite priestly rights in the Millennium, according to Psalm 110:4 and Zech. 6:12-13.  Secondly, we see that this prince needs to prepare and offer a sin offering, according to Ezekiel 45:22.  There would be no occasion upon which the Messiah, the Son of God, would need to offer a sin offering for himself.  Thirdly, we see the prince has sons, 46:16, which most likely would not be the case in the person of the Lord Jesus Christ.  

              So who then would this person be?  Some people think that it is David, pointing to such passages as 34:23-24 and 37:24.  But these scriptures seem to indicate the Messiah as the son of David.  Some Bible scholars believe that this individual is a representative of David's dynasty who will represent the Messiah governmentally in the affairs of the earth.  And he will have a representative position, but not that of a high priest, nor of the kings formerly in Israel.  So he will have an intermediate status between the priests and the people.  He will be among the people in their worship, but will not be permitted to enter the inner court, although he can approach nearer than the people (according to 46:2).  We see that he will have allotted to him a special portion of the land, but will be forbidden to appropriate any inherited land of the people (according to 45:7-8; 46:18; 48:21-22).  

              So to sum this up, we see this prince would be the Messiah's representative in a very special sense, and will have the privilege of sitting in the very gate where the Lord himself will have entered.  He will perform certain religious acts in the presence of the Lord and have particular access to the house of God.  

Ezek.  44:4-8  Then brought he me the way of the north gate before the house: and I looked, and, behold, the glory of the LORD filled the house of the LORD: and I fell upon my face. 5And the LORD said unto me, Son of man, mark well, and behold with thine eyes, and hear with thine ears all that I say unto thee concerning all the ordinances of the house of the LORD, and all the laws thereof; and mark well the entering in of the house, with every going forth of the sanctuary. 6And thou shalt say to the rebellious, even to the house of Israel, Thus saith the Lord GOD; O ye house of Israel, let it suffice you of all your abominations, 7In that ye have brought into my sanctuary strangers, uncircumcised in heart, and uncircumcised in flesh, to be in my sanctuary, to pollute it, even my house, when ye offer my bread, the fat and the blood, and they have broken my covenant because of all your abominations. 8And ye have not kept the charge of mine holy things: but ye have set keepers of my charge in my sanctuary for yourselves.
      44:4-8  These verses deal with the sanctity of God's house.  In this section along with the rest of the chapter, much is given concerning the priesthood and its appointments, together with its privileges.  In these particular verses we see a warning concerning their giving permission to foreigners to enter and profane the holiness of God's sanctuary, which was a clear violation by Israel of their covenant with the Lord.  Foreigners or strangers were allowed to present offerings to the Lord, (Lev. 17:10-12 and Num. 15:14).  But Ezekiel was denouncing their officiating in the sanctuary, which was an unauthorized practice in Israel.  God is wanting to make sure that this problem does not reappear.

Ezek. 44:9-14  Thus saith the Lord GOD; No stranger, uncircumcised in heart, nor uncircumcised in flesh, shall enter into my sanctuary, of any stranger that is among the children of Israel.  10And the Levites that are gone away far from me, when Israel went astray, which went astray away from me after their idols; they shall even bear their iniquity. 11Yet they shall be ministers in my sanctuary, having charge at the gates of the house, and ministering to the house: they shall slay the burnt offering and the sacrifice for the people, and they shall stand before them to minister unto them. 12Because they ministered unto them before their idols, and caused the house of Israel to fall into iniquity; therefore have I lifted up mine hand against them, saith the Lord GOD, and they shall bear their iniquity. 13And they shall not come near unto me, to do the office of a priest unto me, nor to come near to any of my holy things, in the most holy place: but they shall bear their shame, and their abominations which they have committed. 14But I will make them keepers of the charge of the house, for all the service thereof, and for all that shall be done therein.
      44:9-14 These verses deal with the judgment on Apostate Levites.  Just as God had given warning that no uncircumcised in heart and flesh should be granted admission to the sanctuary of the Lord, the same holds true with foreigners, who would be excluded from entrance into the sanctuary because of their unresponsive and stubborn hearts.  Also the priests, who were unfaithful to their sacred charge and vows, will be excluded from serving in the temple.

              What seems to be taking place here is a reference to those Levites who serve in the priesthood that were of families that were involved in apostasy and idolatry when it was running rampant in Israel.  God will cause those priests to serve in lesser positions of dignity than those who remain true in their service before the Lord.  We note also here in the prophecy in Ezekiel that in Mosaic times the worshiper killed the sacrifice himself.  But here we see that the Levites will slay the sacrifice for the people.  

Ezek.  44:15-27  But the priests the Levites, the sons of Zadok, that kept the charge of my sanctuary when the children of Israel went astray from me, they shall come near to me to minister unto me, and they shall stand before me to offer unto me the fat and the blood, saith the Lord GOD: 16They shall enter into my sanctuary, and they shall come near to my table, to minister unto me, and they shall keep my charge.

17And it shall come to pass, that when they enter in at the gates of the inner court, they shall be clothed with linen garments; and no wool shall come upon them, whiles they minister in the gates of the inner court, and within. 18They shall have linen bonnets upon their heads, and shall have linen breeches upon their loins; they shall not gird themselves with any thing that causeth sweat. 19And when they go forth into the utter court, even into the utter court to the people, they shall put off their garments wherein they ministered, and lay them in the holy chambers, and they shall put on other garments; and they shall not sanctify the people with their garments. 20Neither shall they shave their heads, nor suffer their locks to grow long; they shall only poll their heads. 21Neither shall any priest drink wine, when they enter into the inner court. 22Neither shall they take for their wives a widow, nor her that is put away: but they shall take maidens of the seed of the house of Israel, or a widow that had a priest before. 23And they shall teach my people the difference between the holy and profane, and cause them to discern between the unclean and the clean. 24And in controversy they shall stand in judgment; and they shall judge it according to my judgments: and they shall keep my laws and my statutes in all mine assemblies; and they shall hallow my sabbaths. 25And they shall come at no dead person to defile themselves: but for father, or for mother, or for son, or for daughter, for brother, or for sister that hath had no husband, they may defile themselves. 26And after he is cleansed, they shall reckon unto him seven days. 27And in the day that he goeth into the sanctuary, unto the inner court, to minister in the sanctuary, he shall offer his sin offering, saith the Lord GOD.
      44:15-27   This section concerns the ministry of the Zadokite priests.  Zadok was the son of Ahitub of the line of Eleazar, II Sam. 8:17; I Chron. 6:7&8.  He was faithful to David during the insurrection of Absolom, and anointed Solomon as king after the abortive attempt of Adonijah to seize the throne in I Kings 1:32.  So we see that he was a priest who was very loyal in his service to the Lord.  These Zadokite priests kept themselves from the idolatry of the nations even though the other priest complied to the idolatrous desires of the disobedient people.  For this faithfulness the reward from the Lord will be access to his presence, the privilege of ministering in any and all phases of priestly duty.  We see that every feature of life was specified for godly priests and their responsibilities will be to first of all, be recognized and authorized as teachers of the people.  They will need to demonstrate to the people what pleases the Lord and what does not.  Second, they are to serve in judicial capacities also, with their decisions based upon the revelation of God to be final for all who are obedient to the Word of the Lord.  And finally they will oversee the appointments for the feast of the Lord, that these appointed times of spiritual renewing may be conformable to the law, and see to it that the Sabbaths are kept from desecration as well.   

Ezek. 44:28-31  And it shall be unto them for an inheritance: I am their inheritance: and ye shall give them no possession in Israel: I am their possession. 29They shall eat the meat offering, and the sin offering, and the trespass offering; and every dedicated thing in Israel shall be theirs. 30And the first of all the firstfruits of all things, and every oblation of all, of every sort of your oblations, shall be the priest’s: ye shall also give unto the priest the first of your dough, that he may cause the blessing to rest in thine house. 31The priests shall not eat of any thing that is dead of itself, or torn, whether it be fowl or beast.
      44:28-31  This section pertains to the portion of the priests.  We see again that the Lord always provides for his people and the same is true of his priests.  For the needs of every day life they will be expected to live from the offerings that the people present, even as ministers of the Gospel today live off of the offerings of people.  And notice also that when it concerns offerings that are presented to the most Holy God, the offerings must be the best the people have to offer.

AG. Chapter 45 
      45:1-8  These verses deal with the holy portion of the land that was set aside for the temple and the priest.

              It is interesting to note that all of the tribes will have the same exact extent of territory so that no pre-eminence will be recognized.

      45:9-12 This is the charge to the princes of Isreal.

      45:13-17   These verses deal with the offerings for Israel's prince.  We see here that out of the offerings that he receives, that he is provide the sacrifices for public worship.  

      45:18-20     Here we see the cleansing of the sanctuary.

      45:21-25   Here we see the feast of passover and the feast of  tabernacles.          

AH. Chapter 46  
          This chapter has to do with the millennial offerings and sacrifices.

      46:1-5  Here we have the offerings for the sabbath.

      46:6-8  This contains the offering for the new moon and this 
is because Israel's calendar was a lunar calendar.  The new moon had significance for them, where it has none for us.  This is why the feast were reckoned in relationship to the phases of the moon.   The new moon in OT times was heralded with ceremony and even today in orthodox Judaism certain prayers are recited at the appearance of the new moon.

      46:9-12 These verses have to do with conduct during the appointed feasts.  

      46:13-15  These scriptures deal with the daily sacrifices.  We see here that there will be continual burnt offerings as a part of public worship.  In the Mosaic time there was a burnt offering every morning and evening.  Here there is none mentioned in the evening.

      46:16-18 These are the regulations concerning the prince.  We see here that the prince will have a certain portion of land that he might give as an inheritance to his own sons, but should he give land to any of his servants, that land will be theirs to keep until the year of jubilee, which property was then to be reverted back to its original owner.  But in no case is he to distribute any portion of his own land to his sons by the impoverishment of others.  In other words, he cannot take other people's land and give it to his sons as an inheritance, because that land again, would need to revert back to its original owner.

      46:19-24   This has to do with sacrificial places for the offerings.  

AI. Chapter 47
          Chapter 47 talks about the waters of the land being healed.  This chapter deals mainly with the changes in water, concluding with instructions as to the division of the land among the twelve tribes in the millennial kingdom, which is continued to the completion of chapter 48.  Chapter 47 may be divided as follows:

          

1.  The origin of the river - 47:1-2

          

2.  The river's increase - 47:3-5

          

3.  The trees on its bank - 47:6-7

          

4.  The emptying into the dead sea - 47:8-12

          

5. The boundaries of the land divided among the tribe -47:13-23

Ezek. 47:1-2  Afterward he brought me again unto the door of the house; and, behold, waters issued out from under the threshold of the house eastward: for the forefront of the house stood toward the east, and the waters came down from under from the right side of the house, at the south side of the altar. 2Then brought he me out of the way of the gate northward, and led me about the way without unto the utter gate by the way that looketh eastward; and, behold, there ran out waters on the right side.
      47:1-2  We see here the waters will issue from the entrance to the temple as all blessings, materially and spiritually, will emanate from the presence of the Lord and flow out to his people.

Ezek. 47:3-5  And when the man that had the line in his hand went forth eastward, he measured a thousand cubits, and he brought me through the waters; the waters were to the ankles. 4Again he measured a thousand, and brought me through the waters; the waters were to the knees. Again he measured a thousand, and brought me through; the waters were to the loins. 5Afterward he measured a thousand; and it was a river that I could not pass over: for the waters were risen, waters to swim in, a river that could not be passed over.
      47:3-5  Speaks of the man with the measuring line.  We see that as the man measures the water that what began as the trickle from the throne of God soon becomes a veritable river flowing out to the people.

Ezek. 47:6-12  And he said unto me, Son of man, hast thou seen this? Then he brought me, and caused me to return to the brink of the river. 7Now when I had returned, behold, at the bank of the river were very many trees on the one side and on the other. 8Then said he unto me, These waters issue out toward the east country, and go down into the desert, and go into the sea: which being brought forth into the sea, the waters shall be healed. 9And it shall come to pass, that every thing that liveth, which moveth, whithersoever the rivers shall come, shall live: and there shall be a very great multitude of fish, because these waters shall come thither: for they shall be healed; and every thing shall live whither the river cometh. 10And it shall come to pass, that the fishers shall stand upon it from Engedi even unto Eneglaim; they shall be a place to spread forth nets; their fish shall be according to their kinds, as the fish of the great sea, exceeding many. 11But the miry places thereof and the marishes thereof shall not be healed; they shall be given to salt. 12And by the river upon the bank thereof, on this side and on that side, shall grow all trees for meat, whose leaf shall not fade, neither shall the fruit thereof be consumed: it shall bring forth new fruit according to his months, because their waters they issued out of the sanctuary: and the fruit thereof shall be for meat, and the leaf thereof for medicine.

      47:6-12 Speaks of the healing of the waters.  The man with the measuring line directs Ezekiel's attention to the bank of the river and the life giving waters, having been responsible for the lush growth of trees on both sides of the river.  The deepest valley rift in the world is the Arabah, in the Holy land.  The waters of the river will flow east through this valley into the Dead Sea.  The immediate effect of that will be that the new waters will bring healing to the Dead Sea.  Nothing presently can live in the salty waters of the Dead Sea, which is presently more than six times as salty as the ocean.  But, all living things will revive and flourish with the infusion of God's supernatural water flowing into this Dead Sea.

Ezek. 47:13-14  Thus saith the Lord GOD; This shall be the border, whereby ye shall inherit the land according to the twelve tribes of Israel: Joseph shall have two portions. 14And ye shall inherit it, one as well as another: concerning the, which I lifted up mine hand to give it unto your fathers: and this land shall fall unto you for inheritance.
      47:13-14  This section covers the method of dividing the land. We see here that the boundaries are substantially those originally given to Moses in  Numbers 34:1-15. 

Ezek. 47:15-23  And this shall be the border of the land toward the north side, from the great sea, the way of Hethlon, as men go to Zedad; 16Hamath, Berothah, Sibraim, which is between the border of Damascus and the border of Hamath; Hazarhatticon, which is by the coast of Hauran. 17And the border from the sea shall be Hazarenan, the border of Damascus, and the north northward, and the border of Hamath. And this is the north side. 18And the east side ye shall measure from Hauran, and from Damascus, and from Gilead, and from the land of Israel by Jordan, from the border unto the east sea. And this is the east side. 19And the south side southward, from Tamar even to the waters of strife in Kadesh, the river to the great sea. And this is the south side southward. 20The west side also shall be the great sea from the border, till a man come over against Hamath. This is the west side. 21So shall ye divide this land unto you according to the tribes of Israel. 22And it shall come to pass, that ye shall divide it by lot for an inheritance unto you, and to the strangers that sojourn among you, which shall beget children among you: and they shall be unto you as born in the country among the children of Israel; they shall have inheritance with you among the tribes of Israel. 23And it shall come to pass, that in what tribe the stranger sojourneth, there shall ye give him his inheritance, saith the Lord GOD.
      47:15-20    These scriptures deal with the borders of the land.  

      47:21-23  These scriptures deal with instructions on the division of the land.  Here we see that the stranger will not be excluded in Millennial Israel, however the Mosaic law did not permit them the right to acquisition of land, as is granted here.  

AJ.   Chapter 48 - The City of the Lord's Presence 
          The chapter may be divided as follows:

          
1.  The territory of the seven tribes from the northern 


boundary to the center of the land - 48:1-7.

          
2.  The sanctuary, the land of the priest and Levites, and 


the prince's land - 48:8-22.

                             3.  The territory of the other five tribes from the last mentioned boundary to the southern boundary - 48:23-29.

          


4.  The size, gates and name of the city - 48:30-35.

      48:1-7  This cover the inheritance of the seven tribes.  Here we see that all of the tribal portions extend across the breadth of the and from the eastern boundary to the Mediterranean, making parallel tracks of land.  All of the tribes are west of the Jordan, whereas 2 1/2 tribes in Joshua's day were east of the Jordan.  Additionally, there is a central track of land, about 1/5 of the whole, which is separated for the Holy Oblation (Sanctuary), city (land).  Because of the territory designated as the Holy Oblation, and the division of the land to all the 12 tribes, each tribe will receive somewhat less than 2/3 of that formerly allocated by Joshua.   

      48:8-12 In these verses we have the Oblation of the Land.  It is immediately evident here that Judah and Benjamin, the tribes which remain faithful to the dynasty of David, will be honored by proximity to the center of the Millennial kingdom.  We also see that the Holy Oblation area is centralized in its location on the heart of the nation.  This also shows the importance of the life of the Spirit having a central place in their life and in that of the redeemed nation.

      48:13-14   These verses show the boarder of the Levites.  Here we see that south of the territory of Judah and north of the sanctuary, there will be a strip of land running east and west, which will be allotted to the Levites.  This arrangement was totally different than that which existed during the reign of Moses.  During that time it was stated that the Levites were to have no special territory distributed to them.  But because of their stand for the Lord at the time of the golden calf at Mount Sinai in Ex. 32:25-29, when they regarded no blood or family tie, Duet. 32:8-11, the Lord canceled the curse of Jacob in Gen. 49:5-7 by overruling and scattering of Levi for blessing instead of judgment as came upon Simion.  Thus we see here that the Levites, because of their stand, God remembers them and does give them a portion of land during the Millennial reign.

      48:15-20   Here we see the extent of the city and we are also told that the laborer from all of the tribes will work the soil of the city, so that we see that even during the Millennial kingdom, there will be work responsibilities and labor will go on.  

      48:21-22  These verses deal with the portion of the land allotted 
to the prince.  We see that his lot will fall between the tribes of Judah and Benjamin, which may indicate that they will have some part in his governing, as we know his basic responsibility will be to administer governmentally that which the king, Jesus Christ presents to him.  

      48:23-29  These scriptures discuss the inheritance of the remaining five tribes.  Here we see that the portion of the tribes began in verse 1 with Dan, and it now is resumed in order to complete the division to all of the tribes.  It must not be overlooked that the first tribe mentioned, Dan, was omitted by John in his listing of the 144,000 in Rev. 7.  Although we can not take dogmatically the reason for this, it is suggested that it was because Dan as a tribe was the first to go into idolatry in ancient times, according to Gen. 49:16-17 with Judges 17 and 18.  But here we see the grace of God as God wipes out the past, for Dan is mentioned first in the distribution of the inheritances in the Millennial age.  The five remaining tribes will inherit  land south of the city of Jerusalem.  When we look at the overall picture, it is to be recalled that the Levites will not be numbered among the tribes for purposes of land inheritance.  Joseph portion, as it was to be a double portion will be divided between Ephraim and Mannassah as in ancient times.  That was because of Jacobs promise to Joseph in Gen. 48:5-6,22; 49:22-26. 

      48:30-35  These scriptures speaks of the  gate stored in Glorified city.  We see here that the 12 tribes are listed on each of the gates, or that each of the gates represent one of the 12 tribes.  We see that the city in the last verse has a new name, Adoni Shamah or Jehovah Shamah, meaning the Lord is there.  The   Messiah will be reigning visibly and eternally in Israel.  This is only one of about 14 future names of the new Jerusalem that you can find if you have a Dakes Bible on pg. 440 of the OT in Column 1.

JEREMIAH

XXX.  Introduction

      A.  Jeremiah's ministry began sixty years after the death of Isaiah.  He is called the "weeping Prophet."

      B.  Key word - Backsliding - 3:6, 12-14, 22.

      C.  His ministry was for forty years.

      D.  He was hated by the people as his message was judgment without mercy (Jer. 15:10; 11:18-23).

      E.  Jeremiah's father was a priest. (Hilkiah).

      F.  Three events during Jeremiah's ministry:

          
1.  Battle of Meggedo - between Judah and Egypt while Josiah was king (16th) of Judah and Necho was in power in Egypt.  Egypt overcame Judah and Josiah died in battle.

          
2.  Battle of Carchemish (605 BC) between Egypt and Babylon.  This was won by Babylon and Jews were deported.

          


3.  Falling of Jerusalem to Babylon.

      G.  Assyria was declining in power so Judah is trying to make treaties with Egypt, which the prophet warned about.  In 607 BC Assyria was destroyed by Babylon.

XXXI. Summary of Jeremiah
      A.  Important kings during Jeremiah:

          


1.  Josiah - Battle of Meggedo (a righteous king).

2. Jehoahaz - Three months as Judah was paying tribute to Egypt and Pharaoh Necho disposed of Jehoahaz and put another man in power.

3. Jehoiakim, who would be Necho's pawn.

4. Jehoiachin, who was chosen by the people over his brother who was next in succession.   

5. Zedekiah, was chosen by Nebuchadnezzar to rule over Judah. 

      B.  During reign of Josiah 

          
1.  Josiah recognized Jeremiah as a prophet of God even though Jeremiah prophesied against Judah's desire to make alliances with the neighboring powers. 

          
2.  Jehoahaz was the king prior to Jehoiakim but he reigned only three months and was taken from his throne by the Pharaoh in Egypt.

          
3.  There were many false prophets at this time who said that everything was all right.

          
4.  The prophet told them to surrender to Babylon but they 
continually refused.

      C.  During the reign of Jehoiakim
          
1.  Jehoiakim was a son of Josiah and was considered to be very wicked.

          
2.  The people were to pay tribute to Egypt; so Jehoiakim was only interested in gathering wealth to pay the tribute and to support his own selfish life style.

          
3.  He reigned for eleven years and he was always in conflict with Jeremiah.  (See Jer. 22:13-19).

      D.  Falling of Jerusalem to Babylon
          
1.  After Jehoiakim the prophet saw Babylon coming to the gates of Jerusalem, they took away the high class of people even years before Jerusalem fell.  Just the lower class of people was left as the deportation continued.  

2.  During the deportation two kings were at different times on the throne in Jerusalem.

3.  Jehoiachin was the first of the two, and the people chose him over his brother who was in line.  He was not on the throne for very long as Babylon took him prisoner.  

          
4.  The next king was Zedekiah who also was a son of Josiah.  During this man's reign there were many false prophets who said everything would be O.K. as Jeremiah said this was not the truth.

          
5.  Jeremiah repeatedly warned the people that Babylon would overtake them and that they should give in peaceably, but they resisted and many were killed in the battle.

          


6.  Jeremiah was imprisoned again during the siege.

7.  When Babylon broke through, the king's sons were killed in front of him and Zedekiah was blinded and taken in chains to Babylon.

8.  Jeremiah was offered a place of honor in Babylon as they thought he was on their side.  He refused to go and they permitted him to stay there with the very small number that remained.  

9.  Even after Jerusalem falls Jeremiah preaches to the people.  They want to flee to Egypt and he tells them not to, but they go anyway and he goes also to preach to them.

10. It is not definite how Jeremiah died.  Some feel he was killed while in Egypt and others say he later went to Babylon where he died.

XXXII. Scripture Study

      A.  Chapter 1

Jer. 1:1-5  The words of Jeremiah the son of Hilkiah, of the priests that were in Anathoth in the land of Benjamin: 2To whom the word of the LORD came in the days of Josiah the son of Amon king of Judah, in the thirteenth year of his reign. 3It came also in the days of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king of Judah, unto the end of the eleventh year of Zedekiah the son of Josiah king of Judah, unto the carrying away of Jerusalem captive in the fifth month.  4Then the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, 5Before I formed thee in the belly I knew thee; and before thou camest forth out of the womb I sanctified thee, and I ordained thee a prophet unto the nations.
      1:1-5  Here we see that Jeremiah is the son of Hilkiah who was a priest living in Anathoth, which was one of the priestly cities. The Dake Bible locates it as three miles northeast of Jerusalem.  We see here that Jeremiah prophesied to five kings who reigned during his time of prophecy.  They were:

              

1.  Josiah

              

2.  Jehoahaz

              

3.  Jehoiakim

              

4.  Jehoichin

              

5.  Zedekiah

              He began, according to verse 2, in the 13th year of the reign of king Josiah in Judah and extended through at least the captivity of Zedekiah, which would be a period of about 40 years.  And we know that he also continued his prophecy after Judah went into captivity.  We also see in verse 5 that God formed Jeremiah for this purpose.  He was called before he was even conceived and God knew Jeremiah's heart before he was born.  Thus knowing him, God had sanctified or set him apart, as he had already decided what Jeremiah was to do and be for God.  

Jer. 1:6-10  Then said I, Ah, Lord GOD! behold, I cannot speak: for I am a child. 7But the LORD said unto me, Say not, I am a child: for thou shalt go to all that I shall send thee, and whatsoever I command thee thou shalt speak. 8Be not afraid of their faces: for I am with thee to deliver thee, saith the LORD. 9Then the LORD put forth his hand, and touched my mouth. And the LORD said unto me, Behold, I have put my words in thy mouth. 10See, I have this day set thee over the nations and over the kingdoms, to root out, and to pull down, and to destroy, and to throw down, to build, and to plant.

      1:6-10  We see Jeremiah's response in verse 6 when he says, "Ah, Lord God, behold I cannot speak for I am a child."  Jeremiah here indicates that he was but a young man.  He must have been in his early 20's, which was an unusually young age for someone to be a prophet of God.  But God reassures him in verse 8 that he is not to be afraid, but that the Lord will be with Him.  

In verse 9 God further amplifies the fact that He will be with Jeremiah, saying that he will even give him the words that he is to speak.  

In verse 10 we see the extent of his commission in that his message was to not only be to Israel, for he says, "I have this day set thee over the nations and over the Kingdoms."  Therefore, he was given a great deal of responsibility, and that responsibility was going to involve rooting out, pulling down, destroying, and throwing down, and then to build and plant.  So we see that sometimes tearing down must take place in order to build up.

              We must be careful not to limit God by holding on to those things that God must tear down in our lives before He can build up fruit in and through us.  We need to ask God to give us vision as true builders are able to see in their mind the good work accomplished when there is no evidence of fruit abounding.  

Jer. 1:11-12  Moreover the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, Jeremiah, what seest thou? And I said, I see a rod of an almond tree. 12Then said the LORD unto me, Thou hast well seen: for I will hasten my word to perform it.
      1:11-12 Here in this passage God has Jeremiah look upon a rod of an almond tree.  The almond tree is one of the earliest to show life in the spring.  Here it symbolizes the invasion of Judah by Babylon.  And as it says in the next verse, "for I will hasten my word to perform it."  God is showing Jeremiah that the invasion is ready to bud, and that He is ready to bring forth the invasion of Babylon to Judah, and that He will perform all that he has said he will perform against Judah.  

Jer. 1:13-16  And the word of the LORD came unto me the second time, saying, What seest thou? And I said, I see a seething pot; and the face thereof is toward the north. 14Then the LORD said unto me, Out of the north an evil shall break forth upon all the inhabitants of the land. 15For, lo, I will call all the families of the kingdoms of the north, saith the LORD; and they shall come, and they shall set every one his throne at the entering of the gates of Jerusalem, and against all the walls thereof round about, and against all the cities of Judah. 16And I will utter my judgments against them touching all their wickedness, who have forsaken me, and have burned incense unto other gods, and worshipped the works of their own hands.
      1:13-16 Here Jeremiah looks again and sees a "seething pot."  Here the pot represents the invasion of Judah by Babylon, with the face of the pot toward the north implying that the invasion would come from that direction.  Although Babylon was on the east, the usual route into Palestine was around the desert and then down from the north into Palestine, which is here pictured by the direction of the front of the pot.  

In verse 16 we see God's reason for bringing this judgment against Judah in that they have forsaken him and have burned incense to other gods and worshipped the works of their own hands.  They had formed idols and then bowed down before them, rather than giving God the honor he deserved.  

Jer. 1:17-19  Thou therefore gird up thy loins, and arise, and speak unto them all that I command thee: be not dismayed at their faces, lest I confound thee before them. 18For, behold, I have made thee this day a defenced city, and an iron pillar, and brazen walls against the whole land, against the kings of Judah, against the princes thereof, against the priests thereof, and against the people of the land. 19And they shall fight against thee; but they shall not prevail against thee; for I am with thee, saith the LORD, to deliver thee.
      1:17-19 Here in these verses we see Jeremiah's second commission and he is told to gird up his loins, arise and speak to them all that God has commanded.  Here we see that God reminds Jeremiah that he will be with him and that He is not to be afraid of the people, for he will be speaking against the whole land, against the kings, the princes, the priest, and against the people.  He is not to be afraid of them for God will be there to defend him, and although the people will fight against Jeremiah, they shall not prevail.  

              Note the five commands that are given to Jeremiah in his commission:

              

1.  "Say not I am a child" - 1:7

              

2.  "Be not afraid of their faces" - 1:8

              

3.  "Gird up your loins and arise" - 1:17

              

4.  "Speak to them all that I command you" - 1:17

              

5.  "Be not dismayed at their faces" - 1:17    

              Notice in the first part of verse 18 that we see that God has made Jeremiah to be three things: 

              

1.  A defensed city

              

2.  An iron pillar

              

3.  A brazen wall against the whole land

                       God is indicating to Jeremiah here that He will be strong and that he will stand against all of the forces of the people, and again that God will be with him.  

      B.  Chapter 2
          Chapter 2 deals with Israel's apostasy.   In a rebuke for their shameless idolatry, Judah is likened to an espoused wife who has forsaken her husband for promiscuous association with men, making herself a common prostitute.  

Jeremiah receives the Word of the Lord in vs. 1 and the message is shown here to be three fold: 

              
1.  The Lord reminds Israel of the days of blessing and deliverance, 2:1-7.

              

2.  The Lord reproaches them for forsaking Him, 2:13.

              

3.  The Lord accuses them of choosing other impotent gods instead 


of remaining obedient to Him, 2:10-12,26-28.  


Jer. 2:1-3  Moreover the word of the LORD came to me, saying, 2Go and cry in the ears of Jerusalem, saying, Thus saith the LORD; I remember thee, the kindness of thy youth, the love of thine espousals, when thou wentest after me in the wilderness, in a land that was not sown.  Israel was holiness unto the LORD, and the firstfruits of his increase: all that devour him shall offend; evil shall come upon them, saith the LORD.
      2:1-3   These three verses speak of the memories that are haunting Judah, and gives them a recollection of the happy past that they had in God.  

            In verse 2 we see God mention, " ... the love of thine espousals."  This speaks of the love Israel had for the Lord when she was in the wilderness.  This love developed because Israel was completely dependent upon God for everything, and she had nothing else to place her trust in.  

Then later on, when Israel went after other God's and material things, they forgot the love that they had once had and felt for the Lord.  This shows us the trappings that are hidden when we seek after material things.  They generally pull us away from our relationship with the Lord. 

              Then in verse 3 we see that Israel was Holy unto God because she belonged to God totally.  Because Israel was Holy and separated to God for sacred purposes, she was expected to act Holy.  When Israel became unfaithful to the Lord, the relationship was broken and throughout the book of Jeremiah, he points this out.

Jer. 2:4-8  Hear ye the word of the LORD, O house of Jacob, and all the families of the house of Israel: 5Thus saith the LORD, What iniquity have your fathers found in me, that they are gone far from me, and have walked after vanity, and are become vain? 6Neither said they, Where is the LORD that brought us up out of the land of Egypt, that led us through the wilderness, through a land of deserts and of pits, through a land of drought, and of the shadow of death, through a land that no man passed through, and where no man dwelt? 7And I brought you into a plentiful country, to eat the fruit thereof and the goodness thereof; but when ye entered, ye defiled my land, and made mine heritage an abomination. 8The priests said not, Where is the LORD? and they that handle the law knew me not: the pastors also transgressed against me, and the prophets prophesied by Baal, and walked after things that do not profit.

      2:4-8   Here we see Israel's ingratitude for God's deliverances in the past.  In verse four we see God speaking to the tribes of both kingdoms.  

In verse 5-8 we see that Judah and Israel were involved mainly in ten sins that are mentioned here.  And God posses the question, "What iniquity has your fathers found in me?"  So we see that the sin of the people was their responsibility and not God's.  The 10 sins are:

              

1.  They had gone far from me.

              

2.  They walked after vanity.

              

3.  They had become vain.

              

4.  They do not inquire after me.

              

5.  They defiled the land.

              

6.  They made God's heritage an abomination.

              

7.  The priests did not inquire after the Lord.

              

8.  The pastors transgressed.

              

9.  The prophets prophesied by Baal.

              

10. They walked after unprofitable things.

              In verses 6-7 we see God's disgust over Israel. Israel was failing to remember  that God had delivered them from Egypt, led them through the promised land, and then gave them the land of Canaan to dwell in.  Israel did not appreciate what God had done for them, and they made God's heritage to them an abomination.  

              Then in verse 8 we see the leaders of Israel, the priests, prophets, and pastors, were were responsible for the apostasy of the nation.  

Jer. 2:9-13  Wherefore I will yet plead with you, saith the LORD, and with your children’s children will I plead. 10For pass over the isles of Chittim, and see; and send unto Kedar, and consider diligently, and see if there be such a thing. 11Hath a nation changed their gods, which are yet no gods? but my people have changed their glory for that which doth not profit. 12Be astonished, O ye heavens, at this, and be horribly afraid, be ye very desolate, saith the LORD. 13For my people have committed two evils; they have forsaken me the fountain of living waters, and hewed them out cisterns, broken cisterns, that can hold no water.

      2:9-13  These verses speak of the unnaturalness of Israel's ingratitude.  Even with Israel's ingratitude, God has not forgotten them as his chosen people, and he will not forsake them.  God says that he will strive and contend with Israel to get her back to where she once was.  God points out that even the heathen nations treated their god's better (which are not god's) than Israel treated the one true God (who is a living God). 

In verse 13 we see that Israel had committed two evils.  First of all, they had forsaken the fountain of the living waters, and second, they made cisterns that can hold no water.  A point of information - Palestine is an arid land. Therefore, to leave a flowing fountain with its cool sparking water for the stagnant putrid water of a cistern seems totally unreasonable.  Yet that was the course that Israel had chosen for herself.  To be in a position of needing water and then to turn to one that can not hold water, is unthinkable, yet that is what Israel did in not realizing her unquenchable need for God.  Yet she turns to worthless idols that have no power to help, no power to quench her thirst.  

Jer. 2:14-19  Is Israel a servant? is he a homeborn slave? why is he spoiled? 15The young lions roared upon him, and yelled, and they made his land waste: his cities are burned without inhabitant. 16Also the children of Noph and Tahapanes have broken the crown of thy head. 17Hast thou not procured this unto thyself, in that thou hast forsaken the LORD thy God, when he led thee by the way? 18And now what hast thou to do in the way of Egypt, to drink the waters of Sihor? or what hast thou to do in the way of Assyria, to drink the waters of the river? 19Thine own wickedness shall correct thee, and thy backslidings shall reprove thee: know therefore and see that it is an evil thing and bitter, that thou hast forsaken the LORD thy God, and that my fear is not in thee, saith the Lord GOD of hosts.

      2:14-19 Here we see that Israel is unable to learn from history.  In verse 14 we see that many questions are being asked the people concerning why judgment has come upon them.  
In verse 15 the young lions refer to Babylon and Assyria.  It speaks of the judgment and destruction of Israel by these two powers.  

In verse 16 we see that Egypt, under the rule of Necho, defeats the armies of Israel at the battle of Megiddo when Josiah was killed (II Kings 23:29-30).  Noph is the city of Memphis, which was the capital of lower Egypt.  Tahapanes was a place where the Egyptian kings favorite palace was located.  

In verse 17 we see the answer is given as to why Isreal has had judgment and destruction come upon her.  The answer simply is, "thou has forsaken the Lord thy God."  

In verse 18 we see that this verse deals with the divine reprimand by God to the people.  This was necessary because there were still many people in Judah who were in favor of making alliances with Egypt and Assyria, and they were active in the political arena during Jeremiah's time.  

In verse 19 we see that Israel was trying to depend upon foreign powers for help instead of trusting in God.  And here again we see the foolishness of Israel in that instead of turning to God they would lean upon foreign powers.  

Jer. 2:20-25  For of old time I have broken thy yoke, and burst thy bands; and thou saidst, I will not transgress; when upon every high hill and under every green tree thou wanderest, playing the harlot. 21Yet I had planted thee a noble vine, wholly a right seed: how then art thou turned into the degenerate plant of a strange vine unto me? 22For though thou wash thee with nitre, and take thee much soap, yet thine iniquity is marked before me, saith the Lord GOD. 23How canst thou say, I am not polluted, I have not gone after Baalim? see thy way in the valley, know what thou hast done: thou art a swift dromedary traversing her ways; 24A wild ass used to the wilderness, that snuffeth up the wind at her pleasure; in her occasion who can turn her away? all they that seek her will not weary themselves; in her month they shall find her. 25Withhold thy foot from being unshod, and thy throat from thirst: but thou saidst, There is no hope: no; for I have loved strangers, and after them will I go.
      2:20-25 Here we see how unrestrained sin leaves one deeply stained.  Jeremiah shows how far the house of Israel and Judah has really gone in their sin.  Verse 20 shows us that God had helped Israel and was with them in the past and Israel stated that she would not sin against Him.  But, Israel kept on sinning against God through adultery and idolatry by being involved with false gods.  

In verse 21 we see that Israel was planted as a true seed, but then degenerated into a weed or a wild vine.  

In verse 22, we see the substance "Nitre," which is an alkaline salt used like soap and was a powerful cleaning agent in those days.  Israel tried to use this soap to get rid of her degenerated condition.  But not even the most powerful cleanser could rid Israel of her sin.  Only God could do that.  

Verse 23-24 seems to show that Israel was blinded to the fact that she has strayed from the Lord and is in this sinful condition.  And we see as we read down into verse 24 that Israel is compared to a swift and wild camel rushing into sin, and to a wild ass that is stubborn in her ways and has a reckless nature.  

Then in verse 25 Israel has made her own choice to follow after strangers or false gods.  And Israel, like a shameless adulteress, is running after strangers.  God tells her not to run barefoot and with a parched throat, like an adultress.  

Jer. 2:26-37  As the thief is ashamed when he is found, so is the house of Israel ashamed; they, their kings, their princes, and their priests, and their prophets, 27Saying to a stock, Thou art my father; and to a stone, Thou hast brought me forth: for they have turned their back unto me, and not their face: but in the time of their trouble they will say, Arise, and save us. 28But where are thy gods that thou hast made thee? let them arise, if they can save thee in the time of thy trouble: for according to the number of thy cities are thy gods, O Judah.

29Wherefore will ye plead with me? ye all have transgressed against me, saith the LORD. 30In vain have I smitten your children; they received no correction: your own sword hath devoured your prophets, like a destroying lion. 31O generation, see ye the word of the LORD. Have I been a wilderness unto Israel? a land of darkness? wherefore say my people, We are lords; we will come no more unto thee? 32Can a maid forget her ornaments, or a bride her attire? yet my people have forgotten me days without number. 33Why trimmest thou thy way to seek love? therefore hast thou also taught the wicked ones thy ways. 34Also in thy skirts is found the blood of the souls of the poor innocents: I have not found it by secret search, but upon all these. 35Yet thou sayest, Because I am innocent, surely his anger shall turn from me. Behold, I will plead with thee, because thou sayest, I have not sinned. 36Why gaddest thou about so much to change thy way? thou also shalt be ashamed of Egypt, as thou wast ashamed of Assyria. 37Yea, thou shalt go forth from him, and thine hands upon thine head: for the LORD hath rejected thy confidences, and thou shalt not prosper in them.
      2:26-37 These verses speak of the shamelessness of Judah.  We see Judah is caught in her shame, yet the leaders still go on and worship false idols.  

In verse 27 we see the reference made to the "stock," which is a tree or an idol of wood.  They worshiped these kinds of gods and then turned their backs on Jehovah God.  Yet they still call upon Jehovah in times of trouble.  

In verse 28 God tells Judah that they should call upon their gods in hard times instead of crying to him.  Judah had many gods, and you would think if their gods had any power at all there would be enough of them to help Judah.  But never is that the case when we are trusting in the false things of the world. 

              Then in verse 29 we see the attitude of Judah as she grumbles against God when chastisement does come.  They seem to think that they are doing nothing wrong and that God owes it to them to help them.  But, we see in verse 30 that God allows them to suffer so that they will stop their sinning.  But they still do not stop.  Even the prophets had told them to stop, but they ended up killing these men of God like a lion who would devour anything in its path.  Their sin is running rapid, and they are out of control.  

              In verse 31 we see that Judah would only come to God in her own timing and for her own purposes, that being only when she wanted something from God.  God asks them if He had been so bad to them as to make them fall away.  Actually it was just the people's fault because of their own disregard for the things of God.  
In verses 32-33 we see that they will go to God when they please and not before or after, only at such time that they desire to.  Judah has become so bad that she could teach wicked men more about wickedness, and thus they stay in their sin and idolatry.  We see too that Judah is trying everything that she can to become friends with idolatrous nations, and is severing her relationship with God.  

In verse 34 we see that Judah is guilty of murdering the poor who were completely innocent of any wrong doing against Judah or God.  

In verse 35 we see that Judah is also full of lies, as they try to proclaim their innocence to God.  They think that God will turn His anger away if they claim to be innocent, but because of lying, God's punishment will come upon them harsher than ever.  

Verse 36 refers to the different political parties in Judah going about from one power to another seeking security against their enemies.  Yet though they went to Egypt for help, no help would come from Egypt or Assyria.  

Then finally in verse 37, we see that Judah will weep because of judgment and will not prosper in any way because God has rejected all that Judah trusted in.  Judah will not realize what is happening until it is too late.  So, what is it that Judah has to look forward to?  

1.  Judgment is certain.


2.  Disapproval and desolation await her.  

                               3.  Those upon whom she has depended will fail her in her crucial hour.  

                               4.  She will have to confess that this need not have been her fate.   

              We see the reference made to "hand upon the head," which was a sign of mourning and weeping, or an expression of grief.  This grief was to be brought about by Egypt rejecting the Jews.  They would suffer disappointment from all that they trusted in other than Jehovah.  Egypt was really the only country capable of assisting Israel at this time, but even Egypt would let her down.

      C.  Chapter 13
          In this chapter Jeremiah addresses himself not only to the people of Israel in general, but specifically to the rulers and those in high places.  We see the chapter has two divisions.  

The first division of the chapter speaks to the people, describing them as a type of a girdle, which was to be strapped to the loins of the Lord to do Him a service and to bring Him honor and glory.  But, they become dirty and corrupted, so God allows them to be taken away and placed in a hole as he put them into captivity to Babylon for 70 years.  

The second division is that of the bottle.  The people could have held good things within themselves within the bottle and then poured out as a sweet savor to the Lord.  Instead, because of their rebelliousness, they are to be filled with wine and strong drink to the point that they become drunkards out of control, fighting among themselves and losing their way.  He allows them to be made full of strong wine or delusion, by which they are totally controlled.  

Jer. 13:1-2  Thus saith the LORD unto me, Go and get thee a linen girdle, and put it upon thy loins, and put it not in water. 2So I got a girdle according to the word of the LORD, and put it on my loins.
      13:1-2  Here Israel is the Lord's "linen girdle,"  which was to bring him much honor.  But they failed to come to the Lord regularly to be cleansed, therefore their sin is openly seen as they have not been washed clean.  We see in verse 2 that Jeremiah was faithful in carrying out what the Lord had directed him to do.  

Jer. 13:3-5  And the word of the LORD came unto me the second time, saying, 4Take the girdle that thou hast got, which is upon thy loins, and arise, go to Euphrates, and hide it there in a hole of the rock. 5So I went, and hid it by Euphrates, as the LORD commanded me.
      13:3-5  Jeremiah receives a message from the Lord.  He was to make a trip.  There is some dispute as to whether Jeremiah made this trip literally, as it was 600-800 miles round trip from Jerusalem to the Euphrates and back.   But the reference seems to be very clear, so I would assume that Jeremiah did according to what God had told him.  He is to hide the girdle as reference to Israel going into captivity.  The Lord allows her to be hidden in a hole of a rock resulting because of her soiled condition.  

Jer. 13:6-11  And it came to pass after many days, that the LORD said unto me, Arise, go to Euphrates, and take the girdle from thence, which I commanded thee to hide there. 7Then I went to Euphrates, and digged, and took the girdle from the place where I had hid it: and, behold, the girdle was marred, it was profitable for nothing. 8Then the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, 9Thus saith the LORD, After this manner will I mar the pride of Judah, and the great pride of Jerusalem. 10This evil people, which refuse to hear my words, which walk in the imagination of their heart, and walk after other gods, to serve them, and to worship them, shall even be as this girdle, which is good for nothing. 11For as the girdle cleaveth to the loins of a man, so have I caused to cleave unto me the whole house of Israel and the whole house of Judah, saith the LORD; that they might be unto me for a people, and for a name, and for a praise, and for a glory: but they would not hear.

      13:6-11 The words "after many days" may be a reference to the 70 years of captivity to Babylon, after which Israel's national spirit was broken. And just as the girdle was marred and good for nothing, they also were good for nothing.  


We see in verse 8-11 even a stronger application to Israel of how God will bring down her proud heart and how God had wanted Isreal to cleave to Him and how he would have made them worthy of praise, but they would not hear to him.  

Jer. 13:12-17  Therefore thou shalt speak unto them this word; Thus saith the LORD God of Israel, Every bottle shall be filled with wine: and they shall say unto thee, Do we not certainly know that every bottle shall be filled with wine? 13Then shalt thou say unto them, Thus saith the LORD, Behold, I will fill all the inhabitants of this land, even the kings that sit upon David’s throne, and the priests, and the prophets, and all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, with drunkenness. 14And I will dash them one against another, even the fathers and the sons together, saith the LORD: I will not pity, nor spare, nor have mercy, but destroy them. 15Hear ye, and give ear; be not proud: for the LORD hath spoken. 16Give glory to the LORD your God, before he cause darkness, and before your feet stumble upon the dark mountains, and, while ye look for light, he turn it into the shadow of death, and make it gross darkness. 17But if ye will not hear it, my soul shall weep in secret places for your pride; and mine eye shall weep sore, and run down with tears, because the LORD’S flock is carried away captive.
      13:12   Here we see the sign of the empty bottle.  Every bottle is made to be filled and since Israel refused to be filled with the good things of God, they will be allowed to be filled with the wine of the wrath of God.  

      13:13-17  In these verse we see a specific mention here of who God will fill with this delusion of drunkeness.  It will be all the people but specifically to those in high places who are responsible to lead the people.  This confusion will cause strife and friction among the families and there will be no mercy.  

In verse 15 we see Jeremiah is petitioning them to hear, to forsake the pride that brought them to this place of judgment.  The prophet goes on to admonish them to return and to repent before God's wrath is completely poured out.  

In verse 17 we see that they will not hear and that their only way out is complete repentance and turning around.  We see Jeremiah's great love is demonstrated by his weeping, thus he is called "the weeping prophet."  

Jer. 13:18-21  Say unto the king and to the queen, Humble yourselves, sit down: for your principalities shall come down, even the crown of your glory. 19The cities of the south shall be shut up, and none shall open them: Judah shall be carried away captive all of it, it shall be wholly carried away captive. 20Lift up your eyes, and behold them that come from the north: where is the flock that was given thee, thy beautiful flock? 21What wilt thou say when he shall punish thee? for thou hast taught them to be captains, and as chief over thee: shall not sorrows take thee, as a woman in travail?

      13:18-21  Again the idea here is that of turning from their pride and if they don't turn voluntarily, God will take their wealth away.  We see in verse 20 that God lays the responsibility on those he placed in leadership and asked them the question, "Where are the people that I gave you charge over?"  

We see that verse 21 could be a reference to Anti-christ in that Israel will allow him to be a captain over them or a chief over them.  But then he will turn on them and take them as a woman in travail, and they will have sorrow of heart.  This is also paralleled by how Israel was often in a position where they allowed greater nations to rule over them.  Those nations would then lead them into behavior that was against God and cause them sorrow.  

Jer. 13:22-27  And if thou say in thine heart, Wherefore come these things upon me? For the greatness of thine iniquity are thy skirts discovered, and thy heels made bare. 23Can the Ethiopian change his skin, or the leopard his spots? then may ye also do good, that are accustomed to do evil. 24Therefore will I scatter them as the stubble that passeth away by the wind of the wilderness. 25This is thy lot, the portion of thy measures from me, saith the LORD; because thou hast forgotten me, and trusted in falsehood. 26Therefore will I discover thy skirts upon thy face, that thy shame may appear. 27I have seen thine adulteries, and thy neighings, the lewdness of thy whoredom, and thine abominations on the hills in the fields. Woe unto thee, O Jerusalem! wilt thou not be made clean? when shall it once be?
      13:22-27  When they do seek an answer they will find that it was their sin that has made them so very weak and vulnerable.  They should not suppose that it will be easy to turn once they've gone so far, which is an admonishment to us that once you become so deeply rooted in your sinful way, you become filled with it and it is very difficult to change.  

The comparison that is given here in verse 23 reveals that just as it is next to impossible for an Ethiopian to change the color of his skin, or a leopard to change its spots, so it will be just as impossible to change once you become entrapped in sin.  We see in the rest of the chapter that their iniquity is laid open in plain view and that they are getting the just reward of their rebelliousness.  The chapter closes with God's final cry to them, "Wilt thou not be made clean?"  Asking them when they are going to repent from their idolatrous ways.

      D.  Chapter 15

Jer. 15:1-9  Then said the LORD unto me, Though Moses and Samuel stood before me, yet my mind could not be toward this people: cast them out of my sight, and let them go forth. 2And it shall come to pass, if they say unto thee, Whither shall we go forth? then thou shalt tell them, Thus saith the LORD; Such as are for death, to death; and such as are for the sword, to the sword; and such as are for the famine, to the famine; and such as are for the captivity, to the captivity. 3And I will appoint over them four kinds, saith the LORD: the sword to slay, and the dogs to tear, and the fowls of the heaven, and the beasts of the earth, to devour and destroy. 4And I will cause them to be removed into all kingdoms of the earth, because of Manasseh the son of Hezekiah king of Judah, for that which he did in Jerusalem. 5For who shall have pity upon thee, O Jerusalem? or who shall bemoan thee? or who shall go aside to ask how thou doest? 6Thou hast forsaken me, saith the LORD, thou art gone backward: therefore will I stretch out my hand against thee, and destroy thee; I am weary with repenting. 7And I will fan them with a fan in the gates of the land; I will bereave them of children, I will destroy my people, since they return not from their ways. 8Their widows are increased to me above the sand of the seas: I have brought upon them against the mother of the young men a spoiler at noonday: I have caused him to fall upon it suddenly, and terrors upon the city. 9She that hath borne seven languisheth: she hath given up the ghost; her sun is gone down while it was yet day: she hath been ashamed and confounded: and the residue of them will I deliver to the sword before their enemies, saith the LORD.


      15:1-9  Here we see that Moses and Samuel were both great intercessors, but God has made up His mind to destroy the people and that even Moses and Samuel could not change His mind.  He doesn't even want to regard the people or look at them anymore.  God tells Jeremiah to tell the people that they were to ask where they should go and that Jeremiah should tell them to go to death, or to the sword, or to the famine, or captivity.  

We see in verse 4 that God will scatter them over the earth as God was determined to destroy Judah because of the sin of Manasseh.  Manasseh introduced idolatry into Judah.  He was now dead, but the fruit of his evil ways went on, remained.  

We see in verse 6 that Judah's two sins were forsaking God and going backward. God had threatened to judge them before and had changed His mind, but even in the showing of His mercy He had not caused them to repent, so now He had to judge them and He would not change His mind.  

In verse 7 we see that a fan was used as a threshing instrument to separate the chaff from the wheat.  God threatened that He was going to cast Judah from the land just as a fan casts the chaff from the wheat.  

In verse 8 we see that the number of widows would increase because their husbands would be killed in the coming war.  Mothers would be judged by losing their sons in war.  Nebuchadnezzar would come upon them suddenly as a spoiler, even in the noonday, which was the hottest part of the day when military operations usually were suspended.  But we see Nebuchadnezzar would come upon them suddenly and unexpectantly.

Jer. 15:10-14  Woe is me, my mother, that thou hast borne me a man of strife and a man of contention to the whole earth! I have neither lent on usury, nor men have lent to me on usury; yet every one of them doth curse me. 11The LORD said, Verily it shall be well with thy remnant; verily I will cause the enemy to entreat thee well in the time of evil and in the time of affliction. 12Shall iron break the northern iron and the steel? 13Thy substance and thy treasures will I give to the spoil without price, and that for all thy sins, even in all thy borders. 14And I will make thee to pass with thine enemies into a land, which thou knowest not: for a fire is kindled in mine anger, which shall burn upon you.

      15:10   Here we see Jeremiah making complaint before the Lord, exposing his own bitterness.  He did not like being the center of all of this strife because of his prophesies.  He was hated and really for no reason, because he only spoke honestly to mankind what God had revealed to him.  He was an honest man, and yet the people hated him for his prophesies.  

      15:11-14  We see here that God would protect Jeremiah and the poor that were left in the land after the others had been killed or taken captive.  Judah could not come against the strength of Babylon symbolized by the iron & steel.  

We see in verse 13-14 that God would cast away his people as a thing worth nothing, because there was sin throughout the land, and all of their substance would be given to their captives, namely Babylon.  

Jer. 15:15-18  O LORD, thou knowest: remember me, and visit me, and revenge me of my persecutors; take me not away in thy longsuffering: know that for thy sake I have suffered rebuke. 16Thy words were found, and I did eat them; and thy word was unto me the joy and rejoicing of mine heart: for I am called by thy name, O LORD God of hosts. 17I sat not in the assembly of the mockers, nor rejoiced; I sat alone because of thy hand: for thou hast filled me with indignation. 18Why is my pain perpetual, and my wound incurable, which refuseth to be healed? wilt thou be altogether unto me as a liar, and as waters that fail?
      15:15-18  We see in verse 15 that Jeremiah prays that God would avenge his persecutors.  He reminds God that He was suffering for the Lord's sake.  We see that Jeremiah loved the words of God and that he ate God's Word like food and rejoiced because of it.  

We see in verse 17 that Jeremiah prophesies among the mockers, and  was filled with righteous indignation because they did not heed God's word.  He was expelled from society because of the divine inspiration that caused him to prophesy.  He was exposed to perpetual persecution, and God seemed to leave him without much consolation.  He accuses God of failing him, like a stream in dry season failed a traveler hoping to drink from it.  So we can see that Jeremiah was going through real personal difficulty trying to keep himself strong in the work that God had called him to do when the work was so often very discouraging.  

Jer. 15:19-21  Therefore thus saith the LORD, If thou return, then will I bring thee again, and thou shalt stand before me: and if thou take forth the precious from the vile, thou shalt be as my mouth: let them return unto thee; but return not thou unto them. 20And I will make thee unto this people a fenced brazen wall: and they shall fight against thee, but they shall not prevail against thee: for I am with thee to save thee and to deliver thee, saith the LORD. 21And I will deliver thee out of the hand of the wicked, and I will redeem thee out of the hand of the terrible.
      15:19-21  In verse 19 God responds and tells Jeremiah that He will restore him if he repents of his self pity.  Jeremiah could be God's spokesman again, but he needed to discipline his speech and thought.  God told the prophet to let the people come to him if they wanted to hear the truth.  He was not to go to them and force his message upon them.  This is a warning that even the prophets of God can get in the flesh and be in a place where they try to do God's work their own way instead of God's way, and that God's blessing is only going to rest on them as long as they are being obedient to God's way and His purpose is being met.  God repeats then the promise that he made to Jeremiah in 1:18-19 to show that he was the same now as when he first made the promise.  And God promises then in closing the chapter, to save Jeremiah from the wicked terrible men that were his enemies.

      E.  Chapter 16
          This chapter, as well as chapter 15 was written under the reign of Jehoiakim who was a proud, selfish, covetous ruler. He was very indifferent to the sufferings of his people and he spent most of his time enlarging and adorning his own palace.  

Jeremiah in this chapter is commanded to remain single as a sort of symbolic background to his persistent predictions of impending slaughter.  This was to draw attention to the uselessness of  raising a family just to be butchered in a frightful carnage that was about to be loosed upon the inhabitants of Judah?  (Hailey's Bible Handbook, pg. 312)

Jer. 16:1-9  The word of the LORD came also unto me, saying, 2Thou shalt not take thee a wife, neither shalt thou have sons or daughters in this place. 3For thus saith the LORD concerning the sons and concerning the daughters that are born in this place, and concerning their mothers that bare them, and concerning their fathers that begat them in this land; 4They shall die of grievous deaths; they shall not be lamented; neither shall they be buried; but they shall be as dung upon the face of the earth: and they shall be consumed by the sword, and by famine; and their carcases shall be meat for the fowls of heaven, and for the beasts of the earth. 5For thus saith the LORD, Enter not into the house of mourning, neither go to lament nor bemoan them: for I have taken away my peace from this people, saith the LORD, even lovingkindness and mercies. 6Both the great and the small shall die in this land: they shall not be buried, neither shall men lament for them, nor cut themselves, nor make themselves bald for them: 7Neither shall men tear themselves for them in mourning, to comfort them for the dead; neither shall men give them the cup of consolation to drink for their father or for their mother. 8Thou shalt not also go into the house of feasting, to sit with them to eat and to drink. 9For thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; Behold, I will cause to cease out of this place in your eyes, and in your days, the voice of mirth, and the voice of gladness, the voice of the bridegroom, and the voice of the bride.

      16:1-9  We see in these first verses that the prophet is advised not to take a wife or raise a family because of the eminent destruction to come upon Judah.  God had removed his blessing from the people.  Destruction would come upon the land from the Babylonians who were to fulfill every detail of his prophecy.  In verses 6-9 we see how that there will be no lamenting over the dead loved ones and that Judah will be cut off from all joy and gladness because of their sin.

Jer. 16:10-21  And it shall come to pass, when thou shalt show this people all these words, and they shall say unto thee, Wherefore hath the LORD pronounced all this great evil against us? or what is our iniquity? or what is our sin that we have committed against the LORD our God? 11Then shalt thou say unto them, Because your fathers have forsaken me, saith the LORD, and have walked after other gods, and have served them, and have worshipped them, and have forsaken me, and have not kept my law; 12And ye have done worse than your fathers; for, behold, ye walk every one after the imagination of his evil heart, that they may not hearken unto me: 13Therefore will I cast you out of this land into a land that ye know not, neither ye nor your fathers; and there shall ye serve other gods day and night; where I will not show you favour.

14Therefore, behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that it shall no more be said, The LORD liveth, that brought up the children of Israel out of the land of Egypt; 15But, The LORD liveth, that brought up the children of Israel from the land of the north, and from all the lands whither he had driven them: and I will bring them again into their land that I gave unto their fathers. 16Behold, I will send for many fishers, saith the LORD, and they shall fish them; and after will I send for many hunters, and they shall hunt them from every mountain, and from every hill, and out of the holes of the rocks. 17For mine eyes are upon all their ways: they are not hid from my face, neither is their iniquity hid from mine eyes. 18And first I will recompense their iniquity and their sin double; because they have defiled my land, they have filled mine inheritance with the carcases of their detestable and abominable things. 19O LORD, my strength, and my fortress, and my refuge in the day of affliction, the Gentiles shall come unto thee from the ends of the earth, and shall say, Surely our fathers have inherited lies, vanity, and things wherein there is no profit. 20Shall a man make gods unto himself, and they are no gods? 21Therefore, behold, I will this once cause them to know, I will cause them to know mine hand and my might; and they shall know that my name is The LORD.
16:10-21  In verse 10 we see that God presents the inevitable question that will come from the mouths of the people.  They ask God, "for what reason did God bring this punishment upon us?"   Beginning in verse 11 God gives them the reason for this judgment.  He also goes on to accuse the people of being much worse than their fathers ever were.  

Beginning in verse 14 we see God speaking of regathering the people, and it could be that the rest of this chapter deals with future tribulation that will come to them and how God will regather them out of every place.  Just as a fisherman would catch fish and a hunter would catch animals, so will the gentiles find the Jews and send them back to their own land to become a nation again.  But God's first work in restoration of Israel as an eternal nation is to punish them double for their sins so they will be willing to turn to Him with a whole heart.  This would be fully accomplished in the tribulation.  

      F.  Chapter 18  

          This chapter, as an overview, consists of three main parts:

          

1.  The message received by Jeremiah at the potter's house 


- 18:1-12.

          

2.  A poem stressing how Israel's sin is contrary to 


nature - 18:13-17.

          

3.  A plot against Jeremiah and his prayer for vengeance 


against his enemies - 18:18-23.

          In this chapter we see that Jeremiah in journeying through the valley of the potters observes something interesting about the potter as maker.   When the first design of a vessel turns out to be wrong or spoiled, he will re-mold it into another form.  So does the Lord, as maker, do with his people.  If the clay is rebellious and will not respond to the design of the maker, it is broken up and reformed if possible.  If the clay is still malleable and turns from its stiffness in choosing its own way, the maker can still fashion it into a vessel of usefulness.  But if the clay has already hardened and set in its way, then it must be broken, thus Judah will fall.  

Jer. 18:1-4  The word which came to Jeremiah from the LORD, saying, 2Arise, and go down to the potter’s house, and there I will cause thee to hear my words. 3Then I went down to the potter’s house, and, behold, he wrought a work on the wheels. 4And the vessel that he made of clay was marred in the hand of the potter: so he made it again another vessel, as seemed good to the potter to make it.
      18:1-4  The potter's house was the workshop in which the potter made vessels.  It was probably in the Hinnom valley south of Jerusalem, with access to the drainage of the valley into the pools of Siloam.  Notice that Jeremiah was sent to observe the potter and while watching the potter God revealed this truth to Jeremiah - that as the potter has control over the clay while it is in a plastic condition, so Jehovah is to Israel in respect to His control over its temporal destiny as a nation.  

In verse 3 we see that there were two wheels used by the potter in making the pottery.  The lower one was worked by the feet to give motion to the upper one, which was a flat disk or plate of wood on which he laid the clay to be molded with his fingers as the wheel revolved rapidly.  

In verse 4 we see that Jeremiah while watching the potter working on a vessel that is marred, sees him take it up again and make it anew into another vessel that seemed good to the potter.  This would be likened to how God was about to deal with Israel.  Though she was marred with sin and disfigured, God would continue to work with Her.  All of us in our lives can look back at times when we have seen how God has moved and molded and shaped us through difficulty and through our own failure.  We can see how He has been ever faithful and long-suffering with us.  And so this is God's heart toward His people, that even though they are in sin, God looks down the road at what he will be able to make out of them.

Jer. 18:5-10  Then the word of the LORD came to me, saying, 6O house of Israel, cannot I do with you as this potter? saith the LORD. Behold, as the clay is in the potter’s hand, so are ye in mine hand, O house of Israel. 7At what instant I shall speak concerning a nation, and concerning a kingdom, to pluck up, and to pull down, and to destroy it; 8If that nation, against whom I have pronounced, turn from their evil, I will repent of the evil that I thought to do unto them. 9And at what instant I shall speak concerning a nation, and concerning a kingdom, to build and to plant it; 10If it do evil in my sight, that it obey not my voice, then I will repent of the good, wherewith I said I would benefit them.

      18:5-10 In these verses we see that in the previous prophecy (Jer.17:24-26) the nation was offered mercy with an opportunity to avert judgment, to have a long line of kings reigning in Jerusalem, and to have the city inhabited forever.  This mercy was offered as long as it seemed that there was a possibility for the reformation under Josiah to be continued.  But once Jehoiakim became king and went into all kinds of sin that had been practiced before him (II Kings 23:37) this apparently settled the fate of the nation.  Present prophecies still offered mercy as a final opportunity if it would be accepted in the terms of God molding the nation again.  But we see here that Israel rejects it.  They claim that there was no hope and stated that they would walk after their own devices.

Jer. 18:11-17  Now therefore go to, speak to the men of Judah, and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, saying, Thus saith the LORD; Behold, I frame evil against you, and devise a device against you: return ye now every one from his evil way, and make your ways and your doings good. 12And they said, There is no hope: but we will walk after our own devices, and we will every one do the imagination of his evil heart. 13Therefore thus saith the LORD; Ask ye now among the heathen, who hath heard such things: the virgin of Israel hath done a very horrible thing. 14Will a man leave the snow of Lebanon which cometh from the rock of the field? or shall the cold flowing waters that come from another place be forsaken? 15Because my people hath forgotten me, they have burned incense to vanity, and they have caused them to stumble in their ways from the ancient paths, to walk in paths, in a way not cast up; 16To make their land desolate, and a perpetual hissing; every one that passeth thereby shall be astonished, and wag his head. 17I will scatter them as with an east wind before the enemy; I will show them the back, and not the face, in the day of their calamity.

      18:11-17  In verse 11 we see again that God gives Judah an opportunity to repent and to return to him in order to avert the evil.  But their decision was not to repent nor change their ways, so judgment had to come.  

We see in verse 13 that this decision was unheard of among the heathen and God called the choice a horrible thing.  

In verse 14 God make reference to the foolishness of a man to leave the land that was so blessed by the snows and waters of Lebanon for a barren rock.  Just in the same sense that it would be foolish to leave such blessing, so it was stupid of Judah to forsake the living God for the worship of idols that were made with their own hands.  

We see the lessons here in these verses, that those who forsake God do so for their own perversity and not because of God's neglect.  We also see it clearly shown that when a sinner forsakes God through their own desire for sinful enjoyment, they enter into a position where they forfeit the enjoyment of God's diving mercy.  Their source of pleasure in sin will bring them to a fatal consequence.  

We see in verse 16 & 17 that their land will be laid desolate and that they will be scattered and dispersed by the east wind of adversity. 

Jer. 18:18-23  Then said they, Come, and let us devise devices against Jeremiah; for the law shall not perish from the priest, nor counsel from the wise, nor the word from the prophet. Come, and let us smite him with the tongue, and let us not give heed to any of his words. 19Give heed to me, O LORD, and hearken to the voice of them that contend with me. 20Shall evil be recompensed for good? for they have digged a pit for my soul. Remember that I stood before thee to speak good for them, and to turn away thy wrath from them. 21Therefore deliver up their children to the famine, and pour out their blood by the force of the sword; and let their wives be bereaved of their children, and be widows; and let their men be put to death; let their young men be slain by the sword in battle. 22Let a cry be heard from their houses, when thou shalt bring a troop suddenly upon them: for they have digged a pit to take me, and hid snares for my feet. 23Yet, LORD, thou knowest all their counsel against me to slay me: forgive not their iniquity, neither blot out their sin from thy sight, but let them be overthrown before thee; deal thus with them in the time of thine anger.
      18:18   We see here the second plot against Jeremiah where the priests, prophets and wise men of the temple now join together to falsely bring charges against him.  

      18:19-23   Jeremiah takes his case to Jehovah and reminds him that he has only been obeying God and seeking to turn the wrath of God away from them, and now he was being repaid with evil for his good.  We go on to then read the request of Jeremiah towards the Lord and how Jeremiah then asks God to bring vengeance and wrath upon.  It would seem (according to Dakes Bible note in Column 1), that Jeremiah was being very hard hearted to make such a prayer of destruction for the people, but he just new full well how apostate they were and how impossible it was to save them from the judgment that he had been predicting upon them.  He had been praying and 

                    making intercession on their behalf, suffering heart pains for them to 

                    be saved, and weeping much over them.  Now he simply submits 
                    himself to the will of Jehovah in bringing judgment upon the rebels.  

              Though we are not going to cover chapter 19, it goes on to deal with God's response to Jeremiah's request, proclaiming that He will pour out the judgment upon the people that Jeremiah had just prayed to him about.

      G.  Chapter 20

Jer. 20:1-6  Now Pashur the son of Immer the priest, who was also chief governor in the house of the LORD, heard that Jeremiah prophesied these things. 2Then Pashur smote Jeremiah the prophet, and put him in the stocks that were in the high gate of Benjamin, which was by the house of the LORD. 3And it came to pass on the morrow, that Pashur brought forth Jeremiah out of the stocks. Then said Jeremiah unto him, The LORD hath not called thy name Pashur, but Magormissabib. 4For thus saith the LORD, Behold, I will make thee a terror to thyself, and to all thy friends: and they shall fall by the sword of their enemies, and thine eyes shall behold it: and I will give all Judah into the hand of the king of Babylon, and he shall carry them captive into Babylon, and shall slay them with the sword. 5Moreover I will deliver all the strength of this city, and all the labours thereof, and all the precious things thereof, and all the treasures of the kings of Judah will I give into the hand of their enemies, which shall spoil them, and take them, and carry them to Babylon. 6And thou, Pashur, and all that dwell in thine house shall go into captivity: and thou shalt come to Babylon, and there thou shalt die, and shalt be buried there, thou, and all thy friends, to whom thou hast prophesied lies.

      20:1-6  Here we see Pashhur was a chief priest of the temple and thus should have been one who would protect Jeremiah, who was also a priest and a prophet.  Instead, Pashhur ends up being a persecutor of Jeremiah.  
Pashhur puts Jeremiah in stocks  at the gate of Benjamin that he might be exposed to the contempt of the people and that he might not be regarded if he did prophecy.  

In verse 3 Jeremiah tells Pashhur that his name shall be called Magor-missabib, which means “fear on every side”.  Jeremiah responds with a prophecy that God shall, in verse 4, make Pashhur a terror to himself and all his friends.  Pashhur will see them fall by the sword of their enemies and Judah shall be given over to captivity in Babylon and then shall be slain there.  

He goes on in verses 5 and 6 to re-emphasize that all of Judah's riches shall be given to Babylon and the King of Babylon, Nebuchadnezzar, shall carry away all of Judah's merchandise and military equipment.  

Then in verse 6, we see the remarks to Pashhur that all his family and friends will be taken into captivity.  He, his family and friends will all die there, including all those that he has prophesied his lies to, and those that have followed after him.  

Jer. 20:7-10  O LORD, thou hast deceived me, and I was deceived: thou art stronger than I, and hast prevailed: I am in derision daily, every one mocketh me. 8For since I spake, I cried out, I cried violence and spoil; because the word of the LORD was made a reproach unto me, and a derision, daily. 9Then I said, I will not make mention of him, nor speak any more in his name. But his word was in mine heart as a burning fire shut up in my bones, and I was weary with forbearing, and I could not stay. 10For I heard the defaming of many, fear on every side. Report, say they, and we will report it. All my familiars watched for my halting, saying, Peradventure he will be enticed, and we shall prevail against him, and we shall take our revenge on him.
      20:7-10 In verse 7, Jeremiah complains to God that although he was faithful to deliver God's message all the people had ridiculed and mocked him.  He had become a laughing stock among the people.  And not having been told he would suffer, Jeremiah accuses God of deceiving him.  As we read on, though Jeremiah might like to renounce his prophetic office, he realizes he would not be able to contain within himself the word of the Lord.  His heart would be on fire and he would not be able to hold it in.  

In verse 10 we see that many of the people were speaking behind his back and all were ready to denounce him, including those he once thought of as friends.  Everyone was looking for him to slip or fall so that they could enact revenge upon him.

Jer. 20:11-13  But the LORD is with me as a mighty terrible one: therefore my persecutors shall stumble, and they shall not prevail: they shall be greatly ashamed; for they shall not prosper: their everlasting confusion shall never be forgotten. 12But, O LORD of hosts, that triest the righteous, and seest the reins and the heart, let me see thy vengeance on them: for unto thee have I opened my cause. 13Sing unto the LORD, praise ye the LORD: for he hath delivered the soul of the poor from the hand of evildoers.

      20:11-13  But just as David, Jeremiah encourages himself in the Lord and remembers in verse 11, "the Lord is with me as a mighty terrible One.  Therefore, my persecutors shall stumble and shall be greatly ashamed."  So here we see that Jeremiah puts his confidence back in God and is delivered from all of his fears, and continues on in the work that God had called him to, knowing that his enemies will be ashamed before him.  Jeremiah goes on to appeal to God as a righteous judge.  It is God who knows our hearts.  And Jeremiah prays to see God's vengeance fall upon them.  God alone can set forth his case.  

Then in verse 13 Jeremiah sings unto the Lord.  Having been delivered from his fears, he now praises God in the midst of his circumstances and gives God glory for the ultimate victory.  

Jer. 20:14-18 Cursed be the day wherein I was born: let not the day wherein my mother bare me be blessed. 15Cursed be the man who brought tidings to my father, saying, A man child is born unto thee; making him very glad. 16And let that man be as the cities which the LORD overthrew, and repented not: and let him hear the cry in the morning, and the shouting at noontide; 17Because he slew me not from the womb; or that my mother might have been my grave, and her womb to be always great with me. 18Wherefore came I forth out of the womb to see labour and sorrow, that my days should be consumed with shame? 

      20:14-18  Adam Clark's commentary makes an interesting point, that perhaps verses 14-18 should be placed between verses 8-9, indicating that while Jeremiah was in the stocks he cries out and says, "cursed be the day that I was born, cursed by the man who brought tidings to my father.  Let than man be as the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah, because he slew me not from the womb."  And we see when we look at verses 8 and 9 with verses 14-18 in the middle, that it makes very good sense, as it would indicate Jeremiah's attitude before he renewed his confidence before the Lord.  Jeremiah cries out his complaint before God and even curses the day that he was born because of the difficult ministry that he has been called to.  

      H.  Chapter 32

Jer. 32:1-5  The word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD in the tenth year of Zedekiah king of Judah, which was the eighteenth year of Nebuchadrezzar. 2For then the king of Babylon’s army besieged Jerusalem: and Jeremiah the prophet was shut up in the court of the prison, which was in the king of Judah’s house. 3For Zedekiah king of Judah had shut him up, saying, Wherefore dost thou prophesy, and say, Thus saith the LORD, Behold, I will give this city into the hand of the king of Babylon, and he shall take it; 4And Zedekiah king of Judah shall not escape out of the hand of the Chaldeans, but shall surely be delivered into the hand of the king of Babylon, and shall speak with him mouth to mouth, and his eyes shall behold his eyes; 5And he shall lead Zedekiah to Babylon, and there shall he be until I visit him, saith the LORD: though ye fight with the Chaldeans, ye shall not prosper.
      32:1-5  In verses 1-2 Nebuchadnezzar now comes against King Zedekiah in Judah and besieges the city.  At the time of the siege, Jeremiah, the prophet, was in prison where Zedekiah had placed him for prophesying to the people declaring that Babylon would take the city Jerusalem.  Exactly how long Jeremiah had been in prison is not known.  He was being contained because of his prophecies.  Zedekiah had ill feelings toward Jeremiah, in that he felt Jeremiah was prophesying against him, saying that Zedekiah would not stand against Babylon and would be taken to Babylon, there to be dealt with by the Lord.  Zedekiah didn't like to hear the pending judgment of God coming upon him, as few do.  That is why often when we go to someone who doesn't have a heart for the Lord and tries to bring correction, they won't receive it, and it only makes them angry at us.  But if they have a heart to be tender toward the Lord, then most likely they will receive the correction and have a desire to make theirselves right with God.  We can easily see that was not the heart of Zedekiah.  

Jeremiah recorded the time frame in which this prophecy was given because of its significance to the message. The time was the 10th year of Zedekiah which was also the 18th year of Nebuchadnezzar. The 10th year of Zedekiah would have ended on October 17, 587 b.c. (using the Judean Tishri-to-Tishri year) while the 18th year of Nebuchadnezzar began on April 23, 587 (using the Babylonian Nisan-to-Nisan year). Thus this prophecy occurred sometime between April 23 and October 17, 587 b.c. During this time Babylon was besieging Jerusalem—a siege that lasted from January 15, 588 till July 18, 586.  BKC

Jer. 32:6-14  And Jeremiah said, The word of the LORD came unto me, saying, 7Behold, Hanameel the son of Shallum thine uncle shall come unto thee, saying, Buy thee my field that is in Anathoth: for the right of redemption is thine to buy it. 8So Hanameel mine uncle’s son came to me in the court of the prison according to the word of the LORD, and said unto me, Buy my field, I pray thee, that is in Anathoth, which is in the country of Benjamin: for the right of inheritance is thine, and the redemption is thine; buy it for thyself. Then I knew that this was the word of the LORD. 9And I bought the field of Hanameel my uncle’s son, that was in Anathoth, and weighed him the money, even seventeen shekels of silver. 10And I subscribed the evidence, and sealed it, and took witnesses, and weighed him the money in the balances. 11So I took the evidence of the purchase, both that which was sealed according to the law and custom, and that which was open: 12And I gave the evidence of the purchase unto Baruch the son of Neriah, the son of Maaseiah, in the sight of Hanameel mine uncle’s son, and in the presence of the witnesses that subscribed the book of the purchase, before all the Jews that sat in the court of the prison. 13And I charged Baruch before them, saying, 14Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; Take these evidences, this evidence of the purchase, both which is sealed, and this evidence which is open; and put them in an earthen vessel, that they may continue many days.
      32:6-14 In verses 6-14 Jeremiah is told to exercise the right of a kinsman to redeem as Hanameel, a cousin of Jeremiah, comes to Jeremiah as God predicted he would, and asks Jeremiah if he would be willing to purchase a field that was owned by Hanameel and Anathoth.  As God had told Jeremiah to do this, Jeremiah knew it was the word of the Lord for him.  So Jeremiah completed the transaction and bought the field for 17 shekels of silver, which at about 64 cents a shekel, would have been worth about 10 dollars and 88 cents total.  And the exchange was witnessed in the proper way and sealed, and the money was paid in cash.  All of this was done while Jeremiah was still in prison, and thus Jeremiah goes ahead and witnesses the purchase before the proper authorities.  Then in verse 13 we see that Jeremiah charges Baruch to make this known before all of Israel, and this was to serve as a sign that as the documents were to continue in the earthen vessel many days, so would Israel be in-turned for many days, speaking of the 70 years of captivity.  Then the Jews would be able to return to Palestine, to its fields and vineyards again, to the land, which God had purchased for them, and to the blessing that God had in store for them.  

Jer. 32:15  For thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; Houses and fields and vineyards shall be possessed again in this land.

      32:15   In this verse we see the application of the redemption of Hanameel's land by Jeremiah, and that the Lord was showing Israel that they would again return and possess the land that had been purchased by their kinsman redeemer, who would be Christ.  But, it was also a direct fulfillment of the fact that after the 70 years of captivity, they would in fact return to their homeland.  

Jer. 32:16-36  Now when I had delivered the evidence of the purchase unto Baruch the son of Neriah, I prayed unto the LORD, saying, 17Ah Lord GOD! behold, thou hast made the heaven and the earth by thy great power and stretched out arm, and there is nothing too hard for thee: 18Thou showest lovingkindness unto thousands, and recompensest the iniquity of the fathers into the bosom of their children after them: the Great, the Mighty God, the LORD of hosts, is his name, 19Great in counsel, and mighty in work: for thine eyes are open upon all the ways of the sons of men: to give every one according to his ways, and according to the fruit of his doings: 20Which hast set signs and wonders in the land of Egypt, even unto this day, and in Israel, and among other men; and hast made thee a name, as at this day; 21And hast brought forth thy people Israel out of the land of Egypt with signs, and with wonders, and with a strong hand, and with a stretched out arm, and with great terror; 22And hast given them this land, which thou didst swear to their fathers to give them, a land flowing with milk and honey; 23And they came in, and possessed it; but they obeyed not thy voice, neither walked in thy law; they have done nothing of all that thou commandedst them to do: therefore thou hast caused all this evil to come upon them: 24Behold the mounts, they are come unto the city to take it; and the city is given into the hand of the Chaldeans, that fight against it, because of the sword, and of the famine, and of the pestilence: and what thou hast spoken is come to pass; and, behold, thou seest it. 25And thou hast said unto me, O Lord GOD, Buy thee the field for money, and take witnesses; for the city is given into the hand of the Chaldeans.

26Then came the word of the LORD unto Jeremiah, saying, 27Behold, I am the LORD, the God of all flesh: is there any thing too hard for me? 28Therefore thus saith the LORD; Behold, I will give this city into the hand of the Chaldeans, and into the hand of Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon, and he shall take it: 29And the Chaldeans, that fight against this city, shall come and set fire on this city, and burn it with the houses, upon whose roofs they have offered incense unto Baal, and poured out drink offerings unto other gods, to provoke me to anger. 30For the children of Israel and the children of Judah have only done evil before me from their youth: for the children of Israel have only provoked me to anger with the work of their hands, saith the LORD. 31For this city hath been to me as a provocation of mine anger and of my fury from the day that they built it even unto this day; that I should remove it from before my face, 32Because of all the evil of the children of Israel and of the children of Judah, which they have done to provoke me to anger, they, their kings, their princes, their priests, and their prophets, and the men of Judah, and the inhabitants of Jerusalem. 33And they have turned unto me the back, and not the face: though I taught them, rising up early and teaching them, yet they have not hearkened to receive instruction. 34But they set their abominations in the house, which is called by my name, to defile it. 35And they built the high places of Baal, which are in the valley of the son of Hinnom, to cause their sons and their daughters to pass through the fire unto Molech; which I commanded them not, neither came it into my mind, that they should do this abomination, to cause Judah to sin. 36And now therefore thus saith the LORD, the God of Israel, concerning this city, whereof ye say, It shall be delivered into the hand of the king of Babylon by the sword, and by the famine, and by the pestilence;
      32:16-36  Jeremiah raises up praise to God and proclaims His greatness.  In verse 25 Jeremiah almost seems to be questioning God concerning God's direction that he buy the field for money and take witnesses, in light of the fact that the city was going to be given to the hand of the Chaldeans.  But God then gives an answer in the following passage (32:26-36).  God then reaffirms, during this passage (v. 27) that "behold, I am the Lord, the God of all flesh, is their anything to hard for me."  God proclaims His own greatness in answer to Jeremiah, and then goes through and lists exactly what will happen again to all of Israel.  God also gives the reason for it, being that they have done evil before him from their youth, and they have offered their children to Moelech, who was a false idol.  Now God was going to bring this judgment upon the city just as he had promised that he would, by the sword and the famine and the pestilence.  

Jer. 32:37-44  Behold, I will gather them out of all countries, whither I have driven them in mine anger, and in my fury, and in great wrath; and I will bring them again unto this place, and I will cause them to dwell safely: 38And they shall be my people, and I will be their God: 39And I will give them one heart, and one way, that they may fear me for ever, for the good of them, and of their children after them: 40And I will make an everlasting covenant with them, that I will not turn away from them, to do them good; but I will put my fear in their hearts, that they shall not depart from me. 41Yea, I will rejoice over them to do them good, and I will plant them in this land assuredly with my whole heart and with my whole soul. 42For thus saith the LORD; Like as I have brought all this great evil upon this people, so will I bring upon them all the good that I have promised them. 43And fields shall be bought in this land, whereof ye say, It is desolate without man or beast; it is given into the hand of the Chaldeans. 44Men shall buy fields for money, and subscribe evidences, and seal them, and take witnesses in the land of Benjamin, and in the places about Jerusalem, and in the cities of Judah, and in the cities of the mountains, and in the cities of the valley, and in the cities of the south: for I will cause their captivity to return, saith the LORD.  

    32:37-44  In verses 37-44 we see God again proclaim that he will re-gather Israel out of all of the countries where He has driven them; that He will cause them to be re-gathered and again to dwell safely in their land; that they will be called His people and He again will be their God; that He will give them a new heart, as God has promised before that he was going to take that stony heart and give them a heart of flesh.  

Then in verse 40 he declares that he will make an everlasting covenant with them.  They will not turn from Him.  He will continue to pour His goodness upon them.  They will have reverence for Him in their hearts and they shall not depart from Him.  This brings gladness to God's heart, and He will rejoice over them.  And just as He has brought all of this evil upon them for their wrongdoing, so will He bring tremendous goodness upon them for their obedience to Him.  

In the last verse God declares that once again, though they are going into captivity, their will come a time when they will be able to buy land and make witness of their purchase, just as Jeremiah has done with the field that the purchased from Hanameel.  So here we see God take them through his judgment and then restore them to the position that he had intended for them before God.  


      I.  Chapter 36
          This chapter continues the narrative of events leading up to the siege of Jerusalem.  Jehoiakim is king in Judah, and had been under the yoke of the Pharoah, Necho, in Egypt.  But later he comes under the rule of Nebuchadnezzar.  This chapter seems to be placed between these two events.  

Jer. 36:1-4  And it came to pass in the fourth year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king of Judah, that this word came unto Jeremiah from the LORD, saying, 2Take thee a roll of a book, and write therein all the words that I have spoken unto thee against Israel, and against Judah, and against all the nations, from the day I spake unto thee, from the days of Josiah, even unto this day. 3It may be that the house of Judah will hear all the evil which I purpose to do unto them; that they may return every man from his evil way; that I may forgive their iniquity and their sin. 4Then Jeremiah called Baruch the son of Neriah: and Baruch wrote from the mouth of Jeremiah all the words of the LORD, which he had spoken unto him, upon a roll of a book.
      36:1-4  The fourth year of Jehoiakim would be about 605-604 BC.  In these first 4 verses Jeremiah is commanded by the Lord to write all of the prophecies that the Lord had given him, and that they be placed together in a book and this would be due to the pending invasion and captivity of Babylon.  

We see in verse 3 that there is a chance that the people will heed God's Word and still turn from their wickedness and God could then forgive them of their iniquity.  Baruch was a very important man of high rank, according to Josephus.  Baruch wrote as God directed Jeremiah in the dictation of the prophesies.  

Jer.  36:5-10  And Jeremiah commanded Baruch, saying, I am shut up; I cannot go into the house of the LORD: 6Therefore go thou, and read in the roll, which thou hast written from my mouth, the words of the LORD in the ears of the people in the LORD’S house upon the fasting day: and also thou shalt read them in the ears of all Judah that come out of their cities. 7It may be they will present their supplication before the LORD, and will return every one from his evil way: for great is the anger and the fury that the LORD hath pronounced against this people. 8And Baruch the son of Neriah did according to all that Jeremiah the prophet commanded him, reading in the book the words of the LORD in the LORD’S house.

9And it came to pass in the fifth year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king of Judah, in the ninth month, that they proclaimed a fast before the LORD to all the people in Jerusalem, and to all the people that came from the cities of Judah unto Jerusalem. 10Then read Baruch in the book the words of Jeremiah in the house of the LORD, in the chamber of Gemariah the son of Shaphan the scribe, in the higher court, at the entry of the new gate of the LORD’S house, in the ears of all the people.
      36:5-10 Jeremiah was in prison, or unable to go to the temple himself.  So he sent Baruch, his secretary or scribe, to take the new scroll to the people at the temple on the fast day, according to verse 6.  The fast day would have been a good day for Baruch to speak to them as many of them would be gathered together and their hearts may be softened due to their fasting.  Baruch was faithful in his submission to God's authority over him, namely Jeremiah, and he performed the tasks as Jeremiah commanded.  

In verse 10 Baruch goes to the chamber of Gemariah, who was the son of Shaphan and the brother of Amikam, who was Jeremiah's friend and protector.  The chamber was located on the entryway of the east gate, where he could speak to the people.  

Jer. 36:11-13  When Michaiah the son of Gemariah, the son of Shaphan, had heard out of the book all the words of the LORD, 12Then he went down into the king’s house, into the scribe’s chamber: and, lo, all the princes sat there, even Elishama the scribe, and Delaiah the son of Shemaiah, and Elnathan the son of Achbor, and Gemariah the son of Shaphan, and Zedekiah the son of Hananiah, and all the princes. 13Then Michaiah declared unto them all the words that he had heard, when Baruch read the book in the ears of the people.
      36:11-13  Here another man by the name of Micaiah, who was the son of Gemariah of verse 10, heard the Word of God as delivered by the Baruch.  He then goes and reports what he hears to all of the scribes and officials that were gathered in the scribes chamber of the kings house.

Jer. 36:14-19  Therefore all the princes sent Jehudi the son of Nethaniah, the son of Shelemiah, the son of Cushi, unto Baruch, saying, Take in thine hand the roll wherein thou hast read in the ears of the people, and come. So Baruch the son of Neriah took the roll in his hand, and came unto them. 15And they said unto him, Sit down now, and read it in our ears. So Baruch read it in their ears. 16Now it came to pass, when they had heard all the words, they were afraid both one and other, and said unto Baruch, We will surely tell the king of all these words. 17And they asked Baruch, saying, Tell us now, How didst thou write all these words at his mouth? 18Then Baruch answered them, He pronounced all these words unto me with his mouth, and I wrote them with ink in the book. 19Then said the princes unto Baruch, Go, hide thee, thou and Jeremiah; and let no man know where ye be.

      36:14-19 The scribes sent Jehudi to fetch Baruch and bring him to their chamber.  When Baruch arrived at the chamber he read the words of the prophecies that Jeremiah had him record to the scribes.  The Scribes declared that they would report all that Baruch had read to them to the King, and asked Baruch how it was that he came about to write these words - was it at the dictation of Jeremiah?  To this Baruch answered that Jeremiah had pronounced all of these words unto him and that he merely wrote them in ink in the book.  The scribes replied that both Baruch and Jeremiah should hide and not let anyone know where they are.  Jehoiakim’s prior reaction against Uriah the prophet showed the wisdom of this advice (Jer. 26:20-23).
Jer. 36:20-26  And they went in to the king into the court, but they laid up the roll in the chamber of Elishama the scribe, and told all the words in the ears of the king. 21So the king sent Jehudi to fetch the roll: and he took it out of Elishama the scribe’s chamber. And Jehudi read it in the ears of the king, and in the ears of all the princes which stood beside the king. 22Now the king sat in the winterhouse in the ninth month: and there was a fire on the hearth burning before him. 23And it came to pass, that when Jehudi had read three or four leaves, he cut it with the penknife, and cast it into the fire that was on the hearth, until all the roll was consumed in the fire that was on the hearth. 24Yet they were not afraid, nor rent their garments, neither the king, nor any of his servants that heard all these words. 25Nevertheless Elnathan and Delaiah and Gemariah had made intercession to the king that he would not burn the roll: but he would not hear them. 26But the king commanded Jerahmeel the son of Hammelech, and Seraiah the son of Azriel, and Shelemiah the son of Abdeel, to take Baruch the scribe and Jeremiah the prophet: but the LORD hid them.
      36:20-26 Here we see the effect that the words had on the king Jehoiakim.  The scribes and princes placed the scroll in safe storage with other public records and then went to report to the king.  Upon their report to the king, the king sent Jehudi to fetch the roll that they might report to the king and read to him all that was said by Jeremiah.  The king, upon hearing part of what Jeremiah had prophesied, takes the roll, cuts it in half and tosses it in the fire.  Doing so even after three of the men had made intercession to the king that he would not destroy the roll.  But he would not hear their request and went ahead and destroyed it.  The king then commanded several of the men to go after Jeremiah and Baruch.  But the Lord hid them from the men.

Jer. 36:27-32 Then the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah, after that the king had burned the roll, and the words which Baruch wrote at the mouth of Jeremiah, saying, 28Take thee again another roll, and write in it all the former words that were in the first roll, which Jehoiakim the king of Judah hath burned. 29And thou shalt say to Jehoiakim king of Judah, Thus saith the LORD; Thou hast burned this roll, saying, Why hast thou written therein, saying, The king of Babylon shall certainly come and destroy this land, and shall cause to cease from thence man and beast? 30Therefore thus saith the LORD of Jehoiakim king of Judah; He shall have none to sit upon the throne of David: and his dead body shall be cast out in the day to the heat, and in the night to the frost. 31And I will punish him and his seed and his servants for their iniquity; and I will bring upon them, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and upon the men of Judah, all the evil that I have pronounced against them; but they hearkened not. 32Then took Jeremiah another roll, and gave it to Baruch the scribe, the son of Neriah; who wrote therein from the mouth of Jeremiah all the words of the book which Jehoiakim king of Judah had burned in the fire: and there were added besides unto them many like words.
36:27-32  In these verse we see that after hearing that the king had destroyed the    
                original roll, that Jeremiah approaches Baruch again, asking him to 
                again write the words that were written in the former prophecy.  
                Additional prophecies were then added to it, that brought judgment 
                upon the king. 

     J.  Chapter 37
Jer. 37:1-2  And king Zedekiah the son of Josiah reigned instead of Coniah the son of Jehoiakim, whom Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon made king in the land of Judah. 2But neither he, nor his servants, nor the people of the land, did hearken unto the words of the LORD, which he spake by the prophet Jeremiah.
      37:1-2  Nebuchadnezzar appoints Zedekiah to rule instead of Coniah, which is another word for Jehoiachin, the son of Jehoiakim.  Jehoiachin had reigned only 3 months in Jerusalem before he was taken captive to Babylon.  Zedekiah then is placed on the throne as a puppet king under the authority of Nebuchadnezzar, where he reigns for the next 11 years before the final captivity.  Neither Jehoiakim or Jehoiachin, his son, listen to the words of Jeremiah, as directed by the Lord, and their reigns were both characterized as ones of wickedness.  Zedekiah, on the other hand, was not as strong willed and wicked as Jehoiakim, but neither did Zedekiah, his servants, or any of the people, listen to the words of the prophet.  Zedekiah was a rather weak, vacillating type of man, usually led the wrong way by those princes and nobles around him that had come to power during the reign of Jehoiakim.  

Jer. 37:3-5  And Zedekiah the king sent Jehucal the son of Shelemiah and Zephaniah the son of Maaseiah the priest to the prophet Jeremiah, saying, Pray now unto the LORD our God for us. 4Now Jeremiah came in and went out among the people: for they had not put him into prison. 5Then Pharaoh’s army was come forth out of Egypt: and when the Chaldeans that besieged Jerusalem heard tidings of them, they departed from Jerusalem.
      37:3-4  In verse 3-4 Zedekiah requested Jeremiah to pray to the Lord on behalf of Judah, and that Jeremiah was evidently now free from prison as he had the ability to go in and out among the people.  It seems strange that if Zedekiah had a heart to receive Jeremiah as a prophet and felt that Jeremiah had access to God, that Zedekiah would at least heed his words, but it was not in Zedekiah's heart to do so, which brings up another point.  Quite often men who don't believe in God will seek godly men to pray on their behalf in time of trouble.  

      37:5    Jerusalem was in the midst of being besieged by the Chaldeans or the Babylonians, and King Zedekiah had requested the support of the Pharoah in Egypt.  We know at this point that Zedekiah was already attributary to Babylon and Nebuchadnezzar, yet had entered into a private relationship with the Pharoah in Egypt.  Adam Clark's commentary states that the Pharoah's army was the army of Pharoah Hophra, who reigned in the place of his father, Pharoah Necho.  We see in verse 5 that upon hearing that the Egyptian army was approaching, that the Babylonians or Chaldeans left the city of Jerusalem, evidently to confront the army of Egypt.

Jer. 37:6-10  Then came the word of the LORD unto the prophet Jeremiah, saying, 7Thus saith the LORD, the God of Israel; Thus shall ye say to the king of Judah, that sent you unto me to inquire of me; Behold, Pharaoh’s army, which is come forth to help you, shall return to Egypt into their own land. 8And the Chaldeans shall come again, and fight against this city, and take it, and burn it with fire. 9Thus saith the LORD; Deceive not yourselves, saying, The Chaldeans shall surely depart from us: for they shall not depart. 10For though ye had smitten the whole army of the Chaldeans that fight against you, and there remained but wounded men among them, yet should they rise up every man in his tent, and burn this city with fire.

      37:6-10 Jeremiah now sends the two men that Zedekiah had sent to him requesting prayer, back to Zedekiah with the following message:  

              
1.  First of all, that the Egyptian army would shortly return to Egypt.  After being defeated by the Chaldeans and not especially patriotic to Judah, the Pharoah's army did return immediately to Egypt.  

              
2.  Secondly,  that the Chaldeans would return.  

              
3.  Thirdly, that the Chaldeans would conquer the city.

              
4.  Fourthly, that the Chaldeans shall burn and destroy the city.

              
5.  That Judah was so helpless that  even if the Israelites were able to kill or wound every man of the Chaldeans, the wounded would rise up to destroy the city.  

Jer. 37:11-14  And it came to pass, that when the army of the Chaldeans was broken up from Jerusalem for fear of Pharaoh’s army, 12Then Jeremiah went forth out of Jerusalem to go into the land of Benjamin, to separate himself thence in the midst of the people. 13And when he was in the gate of Benjamin, a captain of the ward was there, whose name was Irijah, the son of Shelemiah, the son of Hananiah; and he took Jeremiah the prophet, saying, Thou fallest away to the Chaldeans. 14Then said Jeremiah, It is false; I fall not away to the Chaldeans. But he hearkened not to him: so Irijah took Jeremiah, and brought him to the princes.
      37:11-14  When the Chaldeans backed off, Jeremiah left Jerusalem to return to the land of Benjamin to separate himself in the midst of the people, according to verse 12.  Evidently he must have felt that this particular part of his ministry had drawn to a close, and he may have even been returning to the order of priesthood from which he was called. 

On his way Jeremiah was seized by a sentry named Irijah, and accused of deserting to the Chaldeans.  Irijah was the grandson of Hanaiah, a false prophet who contested with Jeremiah in chapter 28:10.  Therefore, this young sentry had a bone to pick with Jeremiah concerning the event with his grandfather.  Jeremiah pleads innocent to the false charge, but was not believed.  

Jer. 37:15-17 Wherefore the princes were wroth with Jeremiah, and smote him, and put him in prison in the house of Jonathan the scribe: for they had made that the prison. 16When Jeremiah was entered into the dungeon, and into the cabins, and Jeremiah had remained there many days; 17Then Zedekiah the king sent, and took him out: and the king asked him secretly in his house, and said, Is there any word from the LORD? And Jeremiah said, There is: for, said he, thou shalt be delivered into the hand of the king of Babylon.
      37:15-16  Not being believed, Jeremiah is smitten and cast into the prison of Jonathan, the scribe, where he is kept for several days.  

      37:17   Zedekiah not only knew of Jeremiah's imprisonment, but may have had a hand in making sure that he was being detained, as Zedekiah then calls for Jeremiah and pulls him aside secretly to ask him if he had heard any word from the Lord.  Jeremiah replies, that not only had he heard from the Lord, but the response Jeremiah boldly declares to the king that he will be delivered into the hand of the king of Babylon.  Now just think of the courage it must have taken for Jeremiah to declare this word to the king knowing that temporally, at least, his welfare partly rested in the hand of this king.  

Jer. 37:18-20  Moreover Jeremiah said unto king Zedekiah, What have I offended against thee, or against thy servants, or against this people, that ye have put me in prison? 19Where are now your prophets, which prophesied unto you, saying, The king of Babylon shall not come against you, nor against this land? 20Therefore hear now, I pray thee, O my lord the king: let my supplication, I pray thee, be accepted before thee; that thou cause me not to return to the house of Jonathan the scribe, lest I die there.
      37:18-20  Jeremiah seeks of King Zedekiah as to why he had been in prison, and concerning his release, making a modest supplication to the king and points out to the king that he has spoken the word of God.  And he questions, where were all the so-called prophets that had been claiming that Babylon would not come against Jerusalem, and that there would be peace.  Where are they now that it is evident that their proclamations were false?  

Notice also in verse 20 that the Jeremiah is wise in restating the fact that king Zedekiah is still his king, in the same way that David showed such graciousness toward King Saul, who was still David's king, though not deserving of it.  Both Jeremiah and David and been severely wronged by their earthly kings, yet they realized that they were in power by the design of God.  And Jeremiah sought Zedekiah that he not be sent back to the prison compartment of Jonathan, knowing that he surely would die there.  

Jer. 37:21  Then Zedekiah the king commanded that they should commit Jeremiah into the court of the prison, and that they should give him daily a piece of bread out of the bakers’ street, until all the bread in the city were spent. Thus Jeremiah remained in the court of the prison.
      37:21   We see here that the king, though he should have released Jeremiah, did not have the courage to do so, but rather, sent Jeremiah to the court of the guard for confinement.  This area was most likely within the confines of King Zedekiah's court, and therefore under the supervision of the king's personal guard.  We can see that this was God's provision for Jeremiah, in that the king would have been able to provide until the time of absolute famine was upon them.  

      K.  Chapter 52
          As we look at the last words of chapter 51, where it says 
in verse 64, "thus far are the words of Jeremiah."   We would expect that to be the natural ending of the book of Jeremiah.  And therefore, Ezra may have added chapter 52 after Jeremiah’s time.  This probably would have been done after the return from captivity, of which it gives a short account that parallels II Kings 24:18-20 and II Kings 25.  This chapter also provides an introduction to the Lamentations of Jeremiah, which follow, and gives an account of the mournful events, which gave rise to the book of Lamentations.

Jer. 52:1-3  Zedekiah was one and twenty years old when he began to reign, and he reigned eleven years in Jerusalem. And his mother’s name was Hamutal the daughter of Jeremiah of Libnah. 2And he did that which was evil in the eyes of the LORD, according to all that Jehoiakim had done. 3For through the anger of the LORD it came to pass in Jerusalem and Judah, till he had cast them out from his presence, that Zedekiah rebelled against the king of Babylon.
      52:1-3  Zedekiah was 21 years old when he began to reign.  He ruled 11 years in Jerusalem and was the last king of Judah to reign.  An interesting note is that the predictions of Hosea, which were uttered over 135 years before, have literally been fulfilled, according to Hosea 3:4, where it says, "For the children of Israel shall abide many days without a king, without a prince, and without a sacrifice, and without an image, and without an Ephod, and without a teraphim."  This is true, since the reign of Zedekiah came to end when Nebuchadnezzar finally took him into captivity because of his rebellion against Nebuchadnezzar, his unfaithfulness to God and his unwillingness to honor the commitments that were made between he and Nebuchadnezzar, which God honored as his own commitment.  

Jer. 52:4-7  And it came to pass in the ninth year of his reign, in the tenth month, in the tenth day of the month, that Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon came, he and all his army, against Jerusalem, and pitched against it, and built forts against it round about. 5So the city was besieged unto the eleventh year of king Zedekiah. 6And in the fourth month, in the ninth day of the month, the famine was sore in the city, so that there was no bread for the people of the land. 7Then the city was broken up, and all the men of war fled, and went forth out of the city by night by the way of the gate between the two walls, which was by the king’s garden; (now the Chaldeans were by the city round about:) and they went by the way of the plain.
      52:4-7  We see here that Judah was besieged by Babylon because of Zedekiah's rebellion on the 10th day of the 10th month, in the 9th year of the reign of Zedekiah, Jan. 15, 588 b.c.  The city finally fell to the Babylonians because of the great famine, according to verse 5 and 6, in the 11 year of King Zedekiah in the fourth month on the 9th day of the month, July 18, 586 b.c..  At that point, the city was given over the Babylonians, the evening before the men, the soldiers of Israel, had fled out of the city, but were (as we will see in the next section) pursued by the Chaldeans.

Jer. 52:8-11  But the army of the Chaldeans pursued after the king, and overtook Zedekiah in the plains of Jericho; and all his army was scattered from him. 9Then they took the king, and carried him up unto the king of Babylon to Riblah in the land of Hamath; where he gave judgment upon him. 10And the king of Babylon slew the sons of Zedekiah before his eyes: he slew also all the princes of Judah in Riblah. 11Then he put out the eyes of Zedekiah; and the king of Babylon bound him in chains, and carried him to Babylon, and put him in prison till the day of his death.
      52:8-11 In verse 8-11 we see that the Chaldeans in fact, not only pursued after the king and his soldiers but also over took Zedekiah in the plains of Jericho.  Upon taking him captive, they took him to the city of Riblah and there Zedekiah was judged, his sons were killed before his eyes, also many of his nobles and princes were killed, and he had his own eyes put out and was then taken bound in chains to Babylon, where he died in prison.  

Jer. 52:12-15  Now in the fifth month, in the tenth day of the month, which was the nineteenth year of Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon, came Nebuzaradan, captain of the guard, which served the king of Babylon, into Jerusalem, 13And burned the house of the LORD, and the king’s house; and all the houses of Jerusalem, and all the houses of the great men, burned he with fire: 14And all the army of the Chaldeans, that were with the captain of the guard, brake down all the walls of Jerusalem round about. 15Then Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard carried away captive certain of the poor of the people, and the residue of the people that remained in the city, and those that fell away, that fell to the king of Babylon, and the rest of the multitude.
      52:12-15  In this passage we see that Nebuzaradan arrived in Jerusalem on the fifth month on the 10th day of the 19th year of Nebuchadnezzar's reign as king of Babylon (August 17, 586 b.c.).  Nebuchadnezzar had sent Nebuzaradan, the captain of his guard, to Jerusalem where they then burned the house of the Lord, the king's house, all of the homes in Jerusalem, and then broke down the walls of Jerusalem.  Taking what was left of the people into captivity, except for the very few poor who remained behind.  These were probably those who were most infirmed and unable to make the journey.  2 Kings 25:8 indicates that Nebuzaradan came on “the 7th day of the fifth month.”  This may be explained in that he arrived into Jerusalem on the 7th day, but did not begin the burning until the 10th.
Jer. 52:16-23 But Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard left certain of the poor of the land for vinedressers and for husbandmen. 17Also the pillars of brass that were in the house of the LORD, and the bases, and the brazen sea that was in the house of the LORD, the Chaldeans brake, and carried all the brass of them to Babylon. 18The caldrons also, and the shovels, and the snuffers, and the bowls, and the spoons, and all the vessels of brass wherewith they ministered, took they away. 19And the basins, and the firepans, and the bowls, and the caldrons, and the candlesticks, and the spoons, and the cups; that which was of gold in gold, and that which was of silver in silver, took the captain of the guard away. 20The two pillars, one sea, and twelve brazen bulls that were under the bases, which king Solomon had made in the house of the LORD: the brass of all these vessels was without weight. 21And concerning the pillars, the height of one pillar was eighteen cubits; and a fillet of twelve cubits did compass it; and the thickness thereof was four fingers: it was hollow. 22And a chapiter of brass was upon it; and the height of one chapiter was five cubits, with network and pomegranates upon the chapiters round about, all of brass. The second pillar also and the pomegranates were like unto these. 23And there were ninety and six pomegranates on a side; and all the pomegranates upon the network were an hundred round about.
      52:16-23  Verses 16-23 deal with all of the spoil that was taken by Nebuzaradan to Babylon, as well as explaining that he left some of the poor behind as vine dressers - those that would stay behind just to keep up the vineyards, which would have probably been for the use of Babylon.  The rest of this passage speaks to all the wealth of Israel being taken by Babylon.

Jer. 52:24-27  And the captain of the guard took Seraiah the chief priest, and Zephaniah the second priest, and the three keepers of the door: 25He took also out of the city an eunuch, which had the charge of the men of war; and seven men of them that were near the king’s person, which were found in the city; and the principal scribe of the host, who mustered the people of the land; and threescore men of the people of the land, that were found in the midst of the city. 26So Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard took them, and brought them to the king of Babylon to Riblah. 27And the king of Babylon smote them, and put them to death in Riblah in the land of Hamath. Thus Judah was carried away captive out of his own land.
      52:24-27  In these verses we see a list of men who have been taken by Nebuzaradan.  Most of them were priests and scribes that were left in the city and became captives.  They were taken to Riblah where Nebuchadnezzar had them put to death.  

Jer. 52:28-34  This is the people whom Nebuchadrezzar carried away captive: in the seventh year three thousand Jews and three and twenty: 29In the eighteenth year of Nebuchadrezzar he carried away captive from Jerusalem eight hundred thirty and two persons: 30In the three and twentieth year of Nebuchadrezzar Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard carried away captive of the Jews seven hundred forty and five persons: all the persons were four thousand and six hundred.

31And it came to pass in the seven and thirtieth year of the captiity of Jehoiachin king of Judah, in the twelfth month, in the five and twentieth day of the month, that Evilmerodach king of Babylon in the first year of his reign lifted up the head of Jehoiachin king of Judah, and brought him forth out of prison, 32And spake kindly unto him, and set his throne above the throne of the kings that were with him in Babylon, 33And changed his prison garments: and he did continually eat bread before him all the days of his life. 34And for his diet, there was a continual diet given him of the king of Babylon, every day a portion until the day of his death, all the days of his life.
      52:28-30 Jeremiah indicates 3 deportations of the Jews from Jerusalem under Nebuchadnezzar.  However, these are not the same dates as indicated in 2 Kings.  Those shown here in Jeremiah are as follows:  (Dake Bible, column 4, note H):

              

1.  In the 7th year of Nebuchadnezzar - 3023 people.

              

2.  In the 18th year of Nebuchadnezzar - 832 people.

              

3.  In the 23rd year of Nebuchadnezzar - 745 people.

              According to this accounting a total of 4600 Jews were taken into Babylon's captivity.  However, it should be noted that the dates and numbers given here do not coinside with those of 2 Kings 24-25.  

It has been suggested that the first two deportations listed here in Jer. 52:28-30 were not the same as those in 2 Kings but were minor ones preceding the major deportations associated with Nebuchadnezzar’s capture of the city in 597 and 586 b.c. BKC

Two arguments are said to support this view. First, the years given (the 7th and 18th years of Nebuchadnezzar) are each one year earlier than the years given in 
2 Kings for the two major assaults on Jerusalem by Babylon (the “8th,” 2 Kings 24:12-14, and “19th,” 2 Kings 25:8-12, years of Nebuchadnezzar). BKC

Second, the numbers of captives who were exiled in these deportations do not correspond with the numbers taken during the 597 and 586 deportations. In 597 about 10,000 people were taken (2 Kings 24:14), but Jeremiah 52:28 mentions only 3,023. In 586 Nebuchadnezzar deported “the people who remained in the city, along with the rest of the populace and those who had gone over to the king” (2 Kings 25:11). The figure in Jeremiah 52:29 of 832 seems far too low to correspond to this final deportation. BKC

So according to this view it seems reasonable to assume that these two deportations in verses 28-29 are secondary deportations. The author included them (along with a third minor deportation, v. 30) to show the full extent of Babylon’s destruction of Judah.  The dates of these three deportations (based on a Tishri calendar) mentioned in Jer. 52:28-30 were then (a) Nebuchadnezzar’s 7th year (598 b.c.), (b) his 18th year (587 b.c.), and (c) his 23rd year (582 b.c.). BKC
      52:31-34  Jehoiachin became the “firstfruits” of those in captivity in Babylon. In the 37th year of Jehoiachin’s exile (561-560 b.c.) Evil-Merodach became king of Babylon. As part of the festivities at the end of his accession year he released Jehoiachin… from prison on the 25th day of the 12th month (March 21, 560 b.c.). Jehoiachin was allowed to eat regularly at the king’s table. Just as Jeremiah’s prophecies of destruction had come true, so now his prophecies of future blessing were beginning. Jehoiachin’s favor gave hope to the exiles that God’s promised blessing and restoration would come.

the Lamentations  of jeremiah (586 b.c.)

(The following material is from Willmington’s Guide to the Bible & The Bible Knowledge Commentary- used by permission)

I. Introduction:  

A. This book is composed of five chapters, all of them lamenting the tragic destruction of Jerusalem by the Babylonians.  The author grieved over the fate of Jerusalem because of her sin. “It is a mute reminder that sin, in spite of all its allurement and excitement, carries with it heavy weights of sorrow, grief, misery, barrenness, and pain. It is the other side of the ‘eat, drink, and be merry’ coin”.  Lamentations both mourns the fall of the city and offers reproof, instruction, and hope to its survivors.

B. This Lamentations is a series of five laments, or funeral dirges; each chapter is a separate lament. A lament was a funeral poem or song written and recited for someone who had just died (2 Sam. 1:17-27). The song usually emphasized the good qualities of the departed and the tragedy or loss felt by those mourning his death. Jeremiah was lamenting the tragic “death” of the city of Jerusalem and the results of her demise, which were being experienced by the people. Thus he used the form of a funeral lament to convey the feeling of sadness and loss being experienced by the survivors.

C. The literary form is alphabetical, somewhat like Psalm 119.

1. A different Hebrew letter of the alphabet begins each of the twenty-two verses of chapters 1, 2.

2. In chapter 3 there are sixty-six verses, arranged in twenty-two groups of three verses, each of which in succession begins with a different letter.  

3. Chapters 4 & 5 also each have 22 verses.


D. Tradition says Jeremiah sat weeping outside Jerusalem’s north wall under the knoll called Golgotha, where our Lord was later to die.  The book itself must have been composed within a narrow period of time. Jeremiah would have penned the poetic laments after Jerusalem fell to Babylon in 586 b.c., but before he was taken to Egypt.  The vivid descriptions and deep emotions expressed in the book indicate the composition shortly after the events occurred, possibly in late 586 b.c. or early 585 b.c.

II. Historical Background.  (From the Bible Knowledge Commentary)
From 588 to 586 b.c. the army of Babylon ground away at the defenses of Jerusalem (for comments on these dates see information at 2 Kings 25:1-10). So Judah’s early flush of excitement and euphoria following her rebellion against Babylon was replaced with uncertainty and fear. Her ally, Egypt, had been vanquished in battle as she tried in vain to rescue Judah from Babylon’s grasp. One by one the other cities in Judah were crushed (Jer. 34:6-7) till only Jerusalem remained before the Babylonian hordes.

Within the city the ever-tightening siege by Babylon’s armies began unraveling the fabric of society. Starving mothers ate their own children (Lam. 2:20; 4:10). Idolatry flourished as the people cried out to any and every god for deliverance. Paranoia gripped the people until they were willing to kill God’s prophet as a traitor and spy just because he spoke the truth.

The long siege ended abruptly on July 18, 586 b.c. The walls were then breached and the Babylonian army began entering the city (2 Kings 25:2-4a). King Zedekiah and the remaining men in his army tried to flee, but were captured (2 Kings 25:4b-7). It took several weeks for Nebuchadnezzar to secure the city and strip it of its valuables, but by August 14, 586 b.c. the task was completed and the destruction of the city began (2 Kings 25:8-10). The armies of Babylon burned the temple, the king’s palace, and all the other major buildings in the city; and they tore down the walls of the city, which provided her protection. When the Babylonians finally finished their destruction and departed with their prisoners, they left a jumbled heap of smoldering rubble.

Jeremiah witnessed the desecration of the temple and the destruction of the city (Jer. 39:1-14; 52:12-14). The once-proud capital had been trampled in the dust. Her people were now under the harsh hand of a cruel taskmaster. With all these events stamped vividly on his mind Jeremiah sat down to compose his series of laments.

III. Relationship to Deuteronomy 28.  (From the Bible Knowledge Commentary)
A crucial, though often overlooked, characteristic of the Book of Lamentations is its relationship to Deuteronomy 28. As John A. Martin has noted, “The author of the Book of Lamentations was attempting to show the fulfillment of the curses presented in Deuteronomy 28” .  

All the heartaches and hardships experienced by Jerusalem in the Book of Lamentations had been predicted about 900 years earlier by Moses. God had warned of the fearful consequences of disobedience and, as Jeremiah carefully noted, God faithfully carried out those curses. Yet this characteristic makes the Book of Lamentations a book of hope for Israel. God was faithful in discharging every aspect of the covenant He had made. Israel was punished for disobedience, but she was not consumed because God’s covenant was still in force. The same covenant that promised judgment for disobedience also promised restoration for repentance (Deut. 30:1-10). Thus Jeremiah could offer hope in the midst of despair (Lam. 3:21-32). Jeremiah’s message to the Israelites in captivity was to learn the lessons of Deuteronomy 28 and turn back to their Lord. The prayer of Lamentations 5:21-22 was not a doubting cry from a discouraged remnant. Rather it was the response of faith from those captives who had mastered the lessons of Deuteronomy 28 and the Book of Lamentations. They were calling on God to fulfill the final part of His covenant and to restore them as a nation from captivity.
	Parallels between Lamentations and Deuteronomy

	Lamentations
	Deuteronomy

	1:3
	She dwells among the nations; she finds no resting place.
	28:65
	Among those nations you will find no repose, no resting place for the sole of your foot.

	1:5
	Her foes have become her masters.
	28:44
	He will be the head, but you will be the tail.

	1:5
	Her children have gone into exile, captive before the foe.
	28:32
	Your sons and daughters will be given to another nation.

	1:6
	In weakness they have fled before the pursuer.
	28:25
	The Lord will cause you to be defeated before your enemies. You will come at them from one direction but flee from them in seven.

	1:18
	My young men and maidens have gone into exile.
	28:41
	You will have sons and daughters, but you will not keep them, because they go into captivity.

	2:15
	All who pass your way clap their hands at you; they scoff and shake their heads at the Daughter of Jerusalem.
	28:37
	You will become a thing of horror and an object of scorn and ridicule to all the nations where the Lord will drive you.

	2:20
	Should the women eat their offspring, the children they have cared for?
	28:53
	Because of the suffering your enemy will inflict on you during the siege, you will eat the fruit of the womb, the flesh of the sons and daughters the Lord your God has given you.

	2:21
	Young and old lie together in the dust of the streets.
	28:50
	… a fierce-looking nation without respect for the old and pity for the young.

	4:10
	With their own hands compassionate women have cooked their own children.
	28:56-57
	The most gentle and sensitive woman among you… will begrudge the husband she loves and her own son and daughter the afterbirth from her womb and the children she bears. For she intends to eat them secretly during the siege.

	5:2
	Our inheritance has been turned over to aliens, our homes to foreigners.
	28:30
	You will build a house, but you will not live in it.

	5:5
	We are weary and find no rest.
	28:65
	Among those nations you will find no repose.

	5:10
	Our skin is at hot as an oven, feverish from hunger.
	28:48
	In hunger and thirst… you will serve the enemies the Lord sends against you.

	5:11
	Women have been ravished in Zion, and virgins in the towns of Judah.
	28:30
	You will be pledged to be married to a woman, but another will take her and ravish her.

	5:12
	Elders are shown no respect.
	28:50
	… a fierce-looking nation without respect for the old… 

	5:18
	Mount Zion… lies desolate, with jackals prowling over it.
	28:26
	Your carcasses will be food for the all the birds of the air and the beasts of the earth, and their will be no one to frighten them away.


IV. Outline (From the Bible Knowledge Commentary)
A. First Lament: Jerusalem’s Desolation because of Her Sin (chap. 1)

1. Jeremiah’s lament over Jerusalem’s desolation (1:1-11)

2. Jerusalem’s plea for mercy (1:12-22)

B. Second Lament: God’s Punishment of Jerusalem’s Sin (chap. 2)

1. God’s anger (2:1-10)

2. Jeremiah’s grief (2:11-19)

3. Jerusalem’s plea (2:20-22)

C. Third Lament: Jeremiah’s Response (chap. 3)

1. Jeremiah’s afflictions (3:1-18) 

2. Jeremiah’s hope (3:19-40)

3. Jeremiah’s prayer (3:41-66)

D. Fourth Lament: The Lord’s Anger (chap. 4)

1. Contrast before and after the siege (4:1-11)

2. Causes for the siege (4:12-20)

3. Call for restoration (4:21-22)

E. Fifth Lament: The Remnant’s Response (chap. 5) 

1. The remnant’s prayer for remembrance (5:1-18)

2. The remnant’s prayer for restoration (5:19-22)

V. The Provocation Against God (Lam. 1). 

A. David had established his capital in Jerusalem. (See 2 Sam. 6.) Thus, God had blessed this beloved city for nearly 400 years. He had allowed the northern kingdom to be carried away by the Assyrians in 721 b.c. But Jerusalem had been spared for more than another 100 years. All this mercy and longsuffering, however, had been in vain, for Judah continued provoking the Holy One of Israel through constant sinning. The end had now come.


B. Jeremiah’s first lament established the book’s theme—the sorrow of sin. Five times in chapter 1 he noted that Jerusalem’s cries for help after her fall went unanswered—”there is none to comfort her” (vv. 2, 9, 16-17, 21). The city had turned from the protective care of her God to pursue foreign alliances and lifeless idols; and now, at the time she needed the help of others most, she found herself alone—destitute and defenseless.

Jeremiah developed Jerusalem’s plight by painting two pictures of the city. The first was that of an outside observer looking at the city (vv. 1-11). It is from the outside looking in. The second picture was that of Jerusalem personified calling out to those passing by to stop and observe her condition (vv. 12-22). This picture was from the inside looking out.  (From the Bible Knowledge Commentary)
C. Note the following verses of indictment.


1:1:

“How doth the city sit solitary, that was full of people! how is she become as a widow! She that was great among the nations, and princess among the provinces, how is she become tributary!”



1:3:

“Judah is gone into captivity because of affliction, and because of great servitude: she dwelleth among the heathen, she findeth no rest: all her persecutors overtook her between the straits.”


1:8:

“Jerusalem hath grievously sinned; therefore she is removed: all that honoured her despise her, because they have seen her nakedness: yea, she sigheth, and turneth backward.”


1:9:

“Her filthiness is in her skirts; she remembereth not her last end; therefore she came down wonderfully: she had no comforter. O Lord, behold my affliction: for the enemy hath magnified himself.”



1:17:

“Zion spreadeth forth her hands, and there is none to comfort her: the Lord hath commanded concerning Jacob, that his adversaries should be round about him: Jerusalem is as a menstrous woman among them.”
VI. The Punishment from God (Lam. 2).
The focus of Jeremiah’s attention moved from the personified city of Jerusalem to the punishment inflicted by God. The first 10 verses depict the anger of God as He systematically dismantled the city in judgment. 

Verses 11-19 contain (a) Jeremiah’s anguished cry as he wept over the destruction of the city he had loved and (b) his call for the people to cry out to God. 

Verses 20-22 give the people’s response, in which Jerusalem again cried out for the Lord to see her plight.  (From the Bible Knowledge Commentary)
A. He had destroyed every home in Judah & every fortress and wall was broken (2:2).

2:2

The Lord hath swallowed up all the habitations of Jacob, and hath not pitied: he hath thrown down in his wrath the strong holds of the daughter of Judah; he hath brought them down to the ground: he hath polluted the kingdom and the princes thereof.
B. He bent his bow of judgment across the land (2:4).
2:4
He hath bent his bow like an enemy: he stood with his right hand as an adversary, and slew all that were pleasant to the eye in the tabernacle of the daughter of Zion: he poured out his fury like fire.
C. He allowed his own Temple to fall as though it were a garden (2:6).
2:6
And he hath violently taken away his tabernacle, as if it were of a garden: he hath destroyed his places of the assembly: the LORD hath caused the solemn feasts and sabbaths to be forgotten in Zion, and hath despised in the indignation of his anger the king and the priest.
D. Judah’s enemies were given full freedom to destroy (2:16).


2:16
All thine enemies have opened their mouth against thee: they hiss and gnash the teeth: they say, We have swallowed her up: certainly this is the day that we looked for; we have found, we have seen it.
E. Her people, old and young alike, choked the streets of Jerusalem with their lifeless bodies (2:21).
2:21
The young and the old lie on the ground in the streets: my virgins and my young men are fallen by the sword; thou hast slain them in the day of thine anger; thou hast killed, and not pitied.
VII. The Prophet of God (Lam. 3). 


Chapter 3 is the heart of Jeremiah’s short book. This chapter gives the book a 
positive framework around which the other chapters revolve. The black velvet of 
sin and suffering in chapters 1-2 and 4-5 serves as a fitting backdrop to display 
the sparkling brilliance of God’s loyal love in chapter 3. 


The chapter itself differs markedly from the first two. Instead of 22 verses it 
has 66—3 verses for each letter of the Hebrew alphabet. The chapter also begins 
without the familiar “How” () that stands guard over chapters 1 and 2. 
Instead, a first-person narrative unfolds as the writer describes his personal 
reaction to the suffering he has experienced. 

The identity of the subject in chapter 3 has been disputed. Some feel that “I,” 
“me,” and “my” refer to Jerusalem personified (1:12-22; 2:22). However, 
while parts of chapter 3 could refer to the city, other parts of the chapter must 
refer to an individual (3:14, 52-54). In fact the parallels between this 
individual and Jeremiah are remarkable. Both were hated by their countrymen 
(Jer. 1:18-19; Lam. 3:52), were ridiculed by those they tried to help (Jer. 20:7-8; 
Lam. 3:63), had plots made against their lives (Jer. 11:18-19; Lam. 3:60), were 
cast into watery pits (Jer. 38:4-13; Lam. 3:53-58), and wept over the people’s 
destruction (Jer. 9:1; 13:17; 14:17; Lam. 3:48-49). 

Therefore it is probable that the person in question is Jeremiah himself. Yet 
his description goes beyond just one person to include all the people. This is most 
obvious in his switch from the singular to the plural (“we,” “us,” “our”) within 
the chapter (vv. 22, 40-46). The best solution is to see the individual in 
chapter 3 as Jeremiah representing all Israelites. He used his own experiences 
because the things he suffered represented things that many Israelites had 
suffered. 


The chapter may be divided into three sections. Jeremiah detailed his 
afflictions during the time of Jerusalem’s fall (vv. 1-18). But his knowledge of 
God’s ways in the midst of his affliction produced hope, not despair (vv. 19-40). 
So Jeremiah could lead Israel in prayer to God for deliverance, restoration, and 
vindication (vv. 41-66).   (From the Bible Knowledge Commentary)
A.
The affliction of the prophet. All through Lamentations, Jeremiah shares the agony of his soul with us, as the following verses bring out.

1.
1:12:

“Is it nothing to you, all ye that pass by? behold, and see if there be any sorrow like unto my sorrow, which is done unto me, wherewith the Lord hath afflicted me in the day of his fierce anger.”

2.
1:16:

“For these things I weep; mine eye, mine eye runneth down with water, because the comforter that should relieve my soul is far from me: my children are desolate, because the enemy prevailed.”

3.
2:11:

“Mine eyes do fail with tears, my bowels are troubled, my liver is poured upon the earth, for the destruction of the daughter of my people; because the children and the sucklings swoon in the streets of the city.”

4.
3:1-19:

Jeremiah then relates the sufferings he endured at the hands of his own countrymen even prior to the Babylonian invasion. (See also 3:52-66.)
3:1-19

I am the man that hath seen affliction by the rod of his wrath. 2He hath led me, and brought me into darkness, but not into light. 3Surely against me is he turned; he turneth his hand against me all the day. 4My flesh and my skin hath he made old; he hath broken my bones. 5He hath builded against me, and compassed me with gall and travail. 6He hath set me in dark places, as they that be dead of old. 7He hath hedged me about, that I cannot get out: he hath made my chain heavy. 8Also when I cry and shout, he shutteth out my prayer. 9He hath enclosed my ways with hewn stone, he hath made my paths crooked. 10He was unto me as a bear lying in wait, and as a lion in secret places. 11He hath turned aside my ways, and pulled me in pieces: he hath made me desolate. 12He hath bent his bow, and set me as a mark for the arrow. 13He hath caused the arrows of his quiver to enter into my reins. 14I was a derision to all my people; and their song all the day. 15He hath filled me with bitterness, he hath made me drunken with wormwood. 16He hath also broken my teeth with gravel stones, he hath covered me with ashes. 17And thou hast removed my soul far off from peace: I forgat prosperity. 18And I said, My strength and my hope is perished from the LORD: 19Remembering mine affliction and my misery, the wormwood and the gall. 20My soul hath them still in remembrance, and is humbled in me.

3:52-66

Mine enemies chased me sore, like a bird, without cause. 53They have cut off my life in the dungeon, and cast a stone upon me. 54Waters flowed over mine head; then I said, I am cut off.

55I called upon thy name, O LORD, out of the low dungeon. 56Thou hast heard my voice: hide not thine ear at my breathing, at my cry. 57Thou drewest near in the day that I called upon thee: thou saidst, Fear not. 58O Lord, thou hast pleaded the causes of my soul; thou hast redeemed my life. 59O LORD, thou hast seen my wrong: judge thou my cause. 60Thou hast seen all their vengeance and all their imaginations against me. 61Thou hast heard their reproach, O LORD, and all their imaginations against me; 62The lips of those that rose up against me, and their device against me all the day. 63Behold their sitting down, and their rising up; I am their music. 64Render unto them a recompense, O LORD, according to the work of their hands. 65Give them sorrow of heart, thy curse unto them. 66Persecute and destroy them in anger from under the heavens of the LORD.
B.
The assurance of the prophet. In the midst of the terrible storm there shines a ray of reassurance.

 3:21-27  
This I recall to my mind, therefore have I hope. 22It is of the LORD’S mercies that we are not consumed, because his compassions fail not. 23They are new every morning: great is thy faithfulness. 24The LORD is my portion, saith my soul; therefore will I hope in him. 25The LORD is good unto them that wait for him, to the soul that seeketh him. 26It is good that a man should both hope and quietly wait for the salvation of the LORD. 27It is good for a man that he bear the yoke in his youth.

3:31-33
For the Lord will not cast off for ever: 32But though he cause grief, yet will he have compassion according to the multitude of his mercies. 33For he doth not afflict willingly nor grieve the children of men.

C.
The advice of the prophet (3:40, 41).
“Let us search and try our ways, and turn again to the Lord. Let us lift up our heart with our hands unto God in the heavens.”
VIII. The People of God (Lam. 4).


Chapter 4 parallels the judgment discussed in chapter 2. After describing the response of an individual in the midst of judgment (chap. 3), Jeremiah again returned to survey the scene of calamity in Jerusalem. He contrasted the conditions in Jerusalem before and after the siege (4:1-11), explained the causes for the siege, (vv. 12-20), and gave a call for vindication from Zion (vv. 21-22).  (From the Bible Knowledge Commentary)
A. The children’s tongues stuck to the roof of their mouths for thirst (4:4).
The tongue of the sucking child cleaveth to the roof of his mouth for thirst: the young children ask bread, and no man breaketh it unto them.
B. The cream of Judah’s youth were treated as earthenware pots (4:2). 
The precious sons of Zion, comparable to fine gold, how are they esteemed as earthen pitchers, the work of the hands of the potter!
See also 5:13.
They took the young men to grind, and the children fell under the wood.
C.
The rich and pampered were in the streets begging for bread (4:5).
They that did feed delicately are desolate in the streets: they that were brought up in scarlet embrace dunghills.
D.
Their mighty princes, once lean and tan, were now but skin and bones, and their faces black as soot (4:7, 8). 
Her Nazarites were purer than snow, they were whiter than milk, they were more ruddy in body than rubies, their polishing was of sapphire: 8Their visage is blacker than a coal; they are not known in the streets: their skin cleaveth to their bones; it is withered, it is become like a stick.

See also 5:12.
Princes are hanged up by their hand: the faces of elders were not honoured.
E.
Tender-hearted women had cooked and eaten their own children (4:10).
The hands of the pitiful women have sodden their own children: they were their meat in the destruction of the daughter of my people.
F.
The false prophets and priests were blindly staggering through the streets, covered with blood (4:14).
They have wandered as blind men in the streets, they have polluted themselves with blood, so that men could not touch their garments.
G. The king, himself (Zedekiah), had been captured, blinded, and carried off into 

      captivity (4:20).
      The breath of our nostrils, the anointed of the LORD, was taken in their   
      pits, of whom we said, Under his shadow we shall live among the heathen.
IX. The Prayer to God (Lam. 5). Jeremiah’s prayer contained four elements:

A.
That of remembrance

“Remember, O Lord, what is come upon us; consider, and behold our reproach” (5:1).

B.
That of repentance

“The crown is fallen from our head; woe unto us, that we have sinned” (5:16).

C.
That of recognition of God

“Thou, O Lord, remainest forever, thy throne from generation to generation” (5:19).
D.
That of renewal

“Turn thou us unto thee, O Lord, and we shall be turned; renew our days as of old” (5:21).
THE END OF THIS STUDY

       67 CHAPTERS COVERED IN THE MAJOR PROPHETS COURSE

ISAIAH  (20 chapters)

1-10,  36-41,  45,  50,  53,  58

EZEKIEL  (31+ chapters)

1-18,  23-24,  28,  33-34,  37-39,  40, 41:1-4, 42-44, 47 

JEREMIAH  (11 chapters)

1-2,  13,  15-16,  18,  20,  32,  36-37,  52

LAMENTATIONS  all 5 chapters

Examinations follow below:
Major Prophets
SAMPLE EXAMINATION FOR EZEKIEL

30 questions that are 3 points each and one bonus question worth 5 points.

1.  Ezekiel’s name means   God will strengthen.

2.  T or F  Ezekiel was taken captive by Nebachadnezzer, King of Babylon.

3.  T or F  Ezekiel lived on the banks of the Chebar or Kebar river while in exile.

4.  T or F   Ezekiel was preparing to become a potter when God called him as a prophet.

5.  A key phrase spoken over 30 times is they shall know that I am God.
6.  T or F  Ezekiel acted out some of his prophecies.

	
	List the 4 faces of the living creature in Ezekiel’s first vision
	
	List what each face represents in relationship to Jesus
	
	List which gospel each face represents

	7.
	LION
	11.
	Perfect King
	15.
	Matthew

	8.
	MAN
	12.
	Perfect Man
	16.
	Luke

	9.
	OX
	13.
	Perfect Servant
	17.
	Mark

	10.
	EAGLE
	14.
	Perfect Diety
	18.
	John


19.  Like John in the book of Revelation Ezekiel was told to eat a scroll.
20.  Ezekiel was appointed by God as a watchman over the house of Israel.

Name the four ways God would bring His judgment:

21.  Famine
22.  Wild Beast

23.  Plague
24.  Sword

25.  T or F  High places were where God’s presence was found.

26.  Who was the last King over Judah prior to the destruction of Jerusalem?  Zedekiah
27.  The length of the capativity to Babylon was to be 70  years.

28.  T or F  The idolatry and wicked behavior of Israel and Judah were worse than the heathen nations that surrounded them.

29.  T or F  The poor were the first group that faced the judgment and wrath of God.

30.  T or F  Ezekiel’s message was one of judgment against sin, and the promise that god would spare a remnant and restore the people to their land.

31.  T or F   The priests from the family of Zadok were made to serve in lesser positions during the millennial kingdom because of their past sins associated with idolatry.

32.  T or F  The entrance of the East Gate is the way by which God will enter the millennial kingdom temple after which it will be closed to others.

33.  T or F  There will be sacrificial offerings during the millennial Kingdom.

Bonus 5 points:  T or F  The temple described in the last section of Ezekiel was built during the time of restoration after their captivity to Babylon ended.

Major Prophets

SAMPLE TEST FOR JEREMIAH & LAMENTATIONS

Each question is worth 5 points.

1.  T or F  Jeremiah is called the prophet of joy and gladness.

2.  T or F  The keyword for the book of Jeremiah is “Faithfulness.”

3.  T or F  The people loved Jeremiah because he was a prophet of God.

4.  There were 5 important kings during the time of Jeremiah.  Draw a circle around the one that was NOT one of them:    Josiah    Jehoahaz    Ahaz    Jehoiakim    Zedekiah

5.  Draw a circle around one of the following that best describes Jeremiah’s age when God called him to be a prophet:      young      middle aged      old   

6.  T or F  Both Ezekiel and Jeremiah prophecied concerning the “boiling pot.”

7.  T or F  Jeremiah complained to the Lord concerning his role as God’s prophet.

8.  T or F  Through Jeremiah mourned over the coming destruction of Jerusalem, he also asked God to pour out his wrath on the disobedient people.

9.  T or F  Like Ezekiel, Jeremiah had a wife and children.

10.   T or F  Jehoiakim was a righteous king that walked in the ways of the Lord.

11.  T or F  Jehoiachin was the first king taken captive by Nebuchadnezzar’s army.

12.  T or F  Zekekiah, the last king of Judah, sought to make alliance with Egypt.

13.  T or F  Baruch was a leader who had Jeremiah jailed for speaking against Judah.

14.  T or F  The leaders in Babylon thought Jeremiah was on their side.

15.  T or F  When Zedekiah was taken captive his eyes were blinded and he never saw the place of his captivity.

16.  T or F  Zedekiah was later released from captivity by Evil-Merodach the son of Nebuchadnezzar.

17.  T or F  The book of Lamentations has 5 chapters, and each chapter has 22 verses.

18.  T or F  A lamentation was usually written to honor someone who had died.

19.  T or F  Each verse of the first two chapters of Lamentations begins with a different letter of the Hebrew alaphebet.

20.  T or F  The book of Lamentations is a close parallel to Leviticus chapter 28.

Major Prophets

Sample Examination for Isaiah

25 questions each worth 4 points

T or F  1.  The book of Isaiah has also been called “The Book of  Inheritance”.

T or F  2.  The book of Isaiah is quoted more in the New Testament than any other writing.

T or F  3.  The name Isaiah in the Hebrew is Yesha-Yahu meaning Jehovah is my strength.

T or F  4.  Isaiah was a man of wealth, position, and learning but was never married.

T or F  5.  It is believed that Isaiah is the man who was “sawn asunder” in his death as recorded in Hebrews 11:37.

T or F  6.  Isaiah though a prophet to Judah grew up in the northern kingdom of Israel during the period in which the kingdoms were divided.

T or F  7.  The kingdom of Solomon was divided between Rehoboam and Solomon’s servant Jeroboam I.

T or F  8.  Overall the kings of the northern kingdom were corrupt and given more to idol worship than the kings in Judah and therefore the northern kingdom did not last as long as the southern kingdom.

T or F  9.  The kings of Judah that were contemporary with Isaiah were Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, Hezekiah, and Jeroboam I.

10.  The king that became king at age 16 but ended his life by being smote by God with leprosy was Uzziah.

11.  He was a king in Judah and his name means “Jehovah is strength”.  His name is:  Hezekiah.

T or F  12.  Isaiah uses the phrase “the Holy One of Israel” repeatedly to contrast the sins of the people with the holiness of  God.

T or F  13.  The people of Judah soon realized that as long as they made sacrifices to God he would forgive their sin.

T or F 14.  One problem with idols was that they were the work of their own hands.

15.  In chapter 3 Isaiah states that the people no longer hide their sin but declare it openly as did the people of what other city?   Sodom

16.  In what chapter of Isaiah does the prophet speak to Judah as though it were a vineyard?  Chapter 5

17.  What did the seraphims with 6 wings cry out to each other?  Holy, Holy, Holy is the LORD of hosts; the whole earth is full of His glory.

18. & 19.  __________  the king of Syria and ___________ king of Israel made an agreement to war against Judah.


18.  Rezin


19.  Pekah

T or F  20.  God brings the Assyrian army against both Syria and Israel but stops Assyria short of taking Jerusalem the capital of Judah.

21.  The king of Judah who was on the throne when Assyria came against Judah was:  Hezekiah

T or F  22.  In chapter 41:8-10 God speaks to bring comfort to his people to let them know during their captivity to Babylon that he has not forsaken them or cast them away.

23.  The only Gentile ruler to said to have been “anointed” by God  and who was named by God 200 years before he fulfilled Isaiah’s prophecy concerning him was King  Cyrus.

24.  In chapter 50:1-3 God speaks to Israel telling them that He has not divorced them but they have sold themselves to another.  To whom has Israel sold herself?  Sin

25.   In which chapter of Isaiah does God give us instruction on fasting?  Chapter 58.
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