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                   TOGETHER WE CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE!! 

       “Peanut Church” - Malawi report Part 1” 

I can still remember walking across the field of peanut 
plants as I was about to speak to a group of former 
Muslims that had given their hearts to Jesus Christ. 
They were not ordinary people, but true Christians 
who had given up much for their new faith in Christ. 
You see, I have yet to tell you the whole story behind 
why this particular group of believers has so touched 
my heart.  
  
These believers were all former Muslims who lived in 
the same area and came to faith in Jesus.  They began 
to meet together to practice their faith and were soon 
discovered by the Muslim leaders. The leaders told 
them that if they were to continue, they would all be 
killed and that they should return to worshipping in the 
local mosques. Together, the new believers decided 
to walk away from all they had and find a new place 
to live where they could practice their faith. They relo-
cated some distance into the Mbwana village area. The 

leadership of the village in that area seemed to be more 
open to other faiths as there was also a heavy Roman 
Catholic influence. To make sure they were allowed to 
worship as they pleased, they purchased a field where 
they could raise peanuts and someday build a suitable 
church that would glorify God in the midst of this Mus-
lim/Roman Catholic area. 
 
In the meantime, the believers put together the small 
pole/thatch structure you see above on the left. This was 
where I had my first encounter with this wonderful 
group of brothers and sisters in Christ. After sharing 
God’s Word with them, I walked back across the peanut 
field and marveled at the fact that no one had asked me 
for anything beyond my time teaching them. That is so 
unusual because almost everywhere I go, I encounter 
people wanting me to raise money for  worthy projects. 
But here, no one asked me to do anything except the 
voice of God that said, “Let’s build them a church!” I 
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when he attended the council of other area chiefs, they 
all remarked that he was foolish for allowing Christians 
to build a church. Because all of these areas are very 
poor, there are few, if any, nice structures this size in 
any of their villages with the exception of an area 
mosque. Having a nice new building was a big deal for 
this chief. He was very happy that the building we built 
was such a fine building. He even remarked that he 
would be glad to help us if we wanted to build schools, 
etc. He also indicated that the other chiefs were now 
quite jealous. The chief said he was glad to hear us 
preach the name of Jesus and we were welcome there! 
  
The man in the white hat next to him, also a Muslim, is 
the village elder who happens to be over several villag-
es. He also spoke and told us that several people came 
to him in the night and asked him not to allow this 
building to be built. They told him that we were a cult 
and would bring death and evil into the village. He ex-
plained that he came to see for himself if we were evil. 
Like the chief, he was blessed when the Word was 
shared and was glad that he had not listened to what the 
others had said.  
 
I shared what God had put on my heart and boldly pro-
claimed that there was one true living God who was not 
Mohammed or Allah. When I gave the altar call, more 
than 20+ people stood publicly to confess their trust 
in Christ alone for the forgiveness of their sin, the 
promise of eternal life, and to receive the HOLY SPIR-
IT. After that, I offered to stay and lay hands on anyone 
who wanted prayer. Somewhat to my surprise, everyone 
in the building lined up for prayer, even the Muslim 
leaders. God is soooo wonderful!!!  
Please do stand with us as there is so much we could be 
doing. We simply need more project and personal sup-
port. Know that we pray earnestly for those who stand 

with us! We continually ask God to bless you and us so 
we all can be a blessing! Your response is vital to us! 
TOGETHER WE’RE MAKING A DIFFERENCE! 

responded immediately, “YES!”  Two years and 
$8000 later, I was there to preach the first service in 
the new tabernacle. It was not quite finished because 
the rains had kept them from pouring the cement floor 
and altar area and finishing the two rooms behind the 
sanctuary. The number of believers had continued to 
increase, outgrowing the original facility that they took 
down. In its place, they erected this facility that still 
sits adjacent to the new building.  

A young couple now serves as pastors for this fellow-
ship of believers. The two pastors are students in the 
CTC program. Unfortunately, I do not have their pho-
to. They put the word out that a missionary from the 
USA was coming to preach the first formal service. 
They invited several leaders who were followers of 
Islam; other area Muslims also came. In the photo be-
low, the man with the red tie is the chief of this tribe. 
He does not live in this area but is responsible for it. 
He was a very enthusiastic speaker who shared that 
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